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Editor's Note.—The following article by Comrade C. Steph-
enson, which we have had on hand more than a month, is too
lengthy to conform to the ruling of the D). E. C., which con-
fines this discussion to one page each isshe. This issue, there-
fore, contains the first part of the article The second part
will be included in next issue.

affiliation with the Third International, I shall
confine myseli to a survey of the social situa-

" tion in Canada, which situation, as I see it, furnish-
es the main grounds of my opposition to affiliation.

I am impelled 'to a sober and, as far as space will

allow, a detailed consideration of the factors in the
Canadian situation, first, because Marxian science
impose§ that obligation, and, secondly, because so
far, I think, a detailed consideration of those factors
has not been presented in the discussion. It is al-
ways in order to point out that the method of mod-
ern science, which is the essence of Marxism, is to
go to facts, things, objective conditions outside the
mind, for knowledge ; and it was just an adherence
to this method that constituted the revolt of the
Marxian school of Scientific Socialism against the
subjective, schematic idealism of the Utopian Social-
ists, and for the repudiation, by Marx and his co-
workers, of Bakunin and such other * “actionists”
and their emotional following.

In reading the terms of affiliation I get tHe im-
pression, both by their general tone and by spec-
ific passages, that the formulators had in mind social
situations where a state of civil war exists or where
it is immediately imminent between the working
class and the bourgeoisic. Also I get an impression
of the Executive Committee as a General Staff mar-
shalling r"e“)lﬂionary forces in the field of actionr
However that may be, I count it folly and to the dis-
advantage of the movement for an E. C., while sit-
ting‘ﬁsf’fa iway from the scenes of political activ-
ity in all parts of the world, to lay down set regula-
tions to cover widely varying social situations. 1
will not go further into that matter, but will pro-
_ceed to consider whether a war-like or near war-like
state of things exists within the Canadian situation..

As a forecast of the lines of my discussion I shall
put, what seems to me, the following pertinent ques-
tions :—

First: How is the population of Canada, as a
whole, &w towards the economic programme
of Communism, i.e., to the abolition of private own-
ership of land, natural resources, mills, mines, fac-
tories, means of transportation and distribution,
eto,, and to the setting up in its place, the common
ownership of those material means of production
and distribution; and also, how is the population

" disposed towards the political programme of Com-
munism, ie., the “Dictatorship of the Proletariat”
for enforcing the economic programme?

Second: How are specific sections of the popula-
tion disposed toward those programmes and what is

, their standing to each other in point of numbers
and material and spiritual resources?

I N adding my contribution to the discussion n

ing and selling of property, until is reached at the
farthest remove the peasant and the business groups
who are notoriously reactionary to the point of an-
tagonism. '

An extended account of how these groups come to
be predisposed for or against Socialist ideas is be-
yond the scope of this article, but for my purpose,
something must be said upon it. Suifice it to say
then, that such various predispositions are only in
small degree the result of reasoned conviction such
as comes from a consideration of economic interest,
habits of
Such habits of nund, or mental preposses-
sions, result from the disciplinary efiect of habits of
life eniforced, in part, by the general method of pro-
duction, and in part by a particular occupation. To
illustrate, in technologically backward communitids,
production is carried on, on an individual scale The
farmer owns his own tools, implements and stock,
and often buildings and land, and only occasionally
does he need the help of other men. He is an in-
dividual producer owning the products of his labor,
which he trades or sells on the market. ‘Habits of
liie formed in accordance with individual production.
ownership of property and the manipulation of it for
purposes of personal gain induce habits of thought

but are largely, unconsciously acquired
mind.

- which,make up that complex of ideas and standards

of judgment known as the individualistic point of
view. The peasantry morcover, are not generally
forced, by indistrial crises into a critical attitude to-
wards the present economic organization of society,
as are the industrial proletariat, having some re-
serves against hard times, in products raised for
home consumption. Also, in such technologically
backward communities the play of natural forces

are not fully understood ; there are gaps in the pro-
ductive process so far as matter-of-fact knowledge
is concerned and guess-work fills the gap, and often
with the supernatural. The peasantry as is well

known, are the most religious as well as the most

wleologically unprogressive
iy,

KI'(»U:

Modern industry, on the other ha
on a large-scale plan, in which

T8¢ numberg of
workers co-operate together in prody Theie
labors are sub-divided, so that a worl. ,,.“.‘,.:
pear as  an individual producer, b an :nu«:
related, inter-dependent unit amony y rk
ers in the productive process. T pline o
work-day life induces a habit of g 0 ‘3,.._,:
ed than the peasants to thinking in . AL

so, the technological processes oi
production are mechanical processe-
cess is but natural forces guided 1, .
determined end in a continuity of k.
cause and effect. The machine proletar
ally, latgely creatures of this matter o1 iyt
day life in which there are no mysten 8o th
they are notoriously materialistic in tho . bt and ¢
religious, not actively hostile to rels. but in-
different as though not understandin: 1. Lelied i
supernatural forces, But the chici nt
tsm of the industrial proletarians arises i1, the fae
that they are without property, cither i the »
of wealth production or the products i therr labor
in a society whose dominant and per. nstity.
tional fact is the prificiple of ownerdli \nd nat-
urally, the sacredness of this principl.
less force to the propertyless than 1 any other
group in the community. In this last reopect i
most significant that of all the various oo ujations
groups, there is a more widening diffcronce mn the
habits of life of the business class and !¢ industnal
proletariat, especially those in the striily m
ical occupadions, and this carries wifl ;1 4 widening
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MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HI*TORY
(Continued from page 5)

set above the town. This condition encouraged the
growth of the absolute monarchy which was if close
touch with the trading interests against the feudal
lords, until it became a hindrance and resulted in
the exccution of Charles I, after six years of strife
and civil war from 1642 to 1648, ending with Crom-
wel as head of the Commonwealth. On the side
of the king were the nobles, the clergy and country
gentlemen ; their opponents were the tradesmen and
shopkeepers of the towns. De Gibbin says that
the Cromwell wars were commercial, and supported
both by the religious views of the Puritans and the
dusires of the merchants.

Third: What percentage of the population at pre- « In 1651 Parliamegy passed the Navigation Act

sent accept the Communist position?

Fourth: What are the tendencies in the situation
In Canada in respect of the revolutionary commun-
ist programme?

These questions, of course, can be answered only
approximately, and in the end, according to each
individugl’s personal judgment. This article does
not pretend to cover the whole field opened up by
them. M#inly, besides stating my own views, it is
an attempt to call attention to cerfain factors, the

* consideration of which may assist readers to a de-
cision

It will, I think, be known to most readers that
Socialism has made its greatest progress among
what is termed the industrial or machine proletariat

. and least progress among the small farming peas-
* antry, and the business callings. Outward from the
‘machine proletariat through intermediate occupa-
tional groups, at each remove from the influence of
the machine technology the members of the groups
are found less and less susceptible to Socialist ideas.
" and to"come more and more under the domination
dbuhm principles of profit-seeking by means
_ of competitive advantages gained through the buy-

. 'prohibiting foreign goods to be brought into the

country unless on English ships. This struck a
blow at the Dutch trade, as they were the chief car-
riers from foreign gountries. Trade was transférred
to English ships. © This caused the war with the
Dutch, when the Dutch admiral tied the broom to
his mast because he swept England off the sea; but
two years later the Dutch were defeated. Cromwell
demanded trade with the Spanish colonies and re-
ligious {reedom for English settlers in such colonies.
His demands were refused as he well knew thev
would be, whereupon he seized Jamaica, 1655, an;l
succeeded in giving England a foothold in the West
Indies.. Not content with this victory, with the con-
sent of the mercantile class England declared war

" on Holland, the result of which I have just pointed

out. In one of the Dutch wars England won New
York from them. One writer has said that “from
1650 to 1674 the Dutch were our natural enemies
and the furious fighting in the Channel was really a
struggle for the carrying trade and dominion in the
East.” The Dutch were the boldest navigators
and the most skillful manufacturers in Europe, They
were eager advocates of civil liberty and embraced

difference in the habits of thought and the habitual
grounds and methods -of reasoning recoricd to by
cach class, resulting in a growing incapacity to un-
derstand cach other’s point of view
ity
(Continued in next issuc)
the Reiormation. They became an indcpendent

nation in 1684 after a severe struggle with Spain,
during which |hcy had increased in wealth and
made =xtensive acquisitions in the East It
had the most powerful navy in Europe unt:! England
won her place in the sun.

We come down now to the Revolution i Eng:
land, 1688, which we will deal with in our next les-
son. Tms was the culmination of the contlict be
tween the King and the bourgeoisic which broke
out in the civil war 1642 to 1649,
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HAVE YOU READ

lies, and

Russian

L—The Role of The Labor Unions in th.
Revolution.  Single, S¢; bundle of 20, §1.00 (by A
[ ozovsky).

2.~The International Council of Trade and Indus
trial Unions. Single, '0c; bundle of 10, s1. (by A
Lozovsky). .

3.—~Two Months Activity of the In!.-rmnoml.
Council of Trade and Industrial Unions. Single, 5
bundle of 20, $1, (by J. T. Murphy).

The above pamphlets are both instructive an
very latest on the subjects treated. .

Postage prepaid. Ask for our 192021 pric
Yend cash with order.—

Educational - Press Association, 182 St. Cathe
Street East, Montreal.
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CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND
W. W. Clark, $1.50 R. Kirk, $1; J. Purncll. $1: T
W. Kaplan, $1, -
Total C. M. F. contributions received from -/
Apfil to 11th May, inclusive, $4.50 .

0:
C. M. O'BRIEN DEFENCE FUND

X ¥ reil, $2
Previously acknowledmad $10285; C. N

Total to 11th May, $104.85.
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