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THE SITTYTON HERD.
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Httle known of the two great rival hérds, which
afterwards came to be looked on as the two,and only
two, fountain heads from whence anything that
was good in Shorthorns could be drawn,

Females from the very best herds were intro-
duced into the Sittyton herd, and individuals that
failed toreach the required standard in breeding, etc.,
were at once weeded out. For a long series of years
the best bulls to be found ih England were bought ;
money was freely spent whenever and wherever
bulls to please Mr. Oruickshank could be obtained.
These bulls were bought, not because they were of
any particular strain of blood or family, but on
account of their individual merits, while all the
time the quality and kind of stock from whence
they came received the most careful attention.

ne cannot fail to admire the greatness of the
breeder who, in a steadfast way, kept breeding his
own ideal of what constituted the animal needed
by the rent-paying farmers, when we consider that
tl{is was done for a long series of years, when
fashion was dead against him. Many of ‘them
became infected with the general, we might justly
say the universal, opinion that one of two sorts—
Booth or Bates—ought to be at the head of every
herd. We again repeat, when he kept steadily on,
while hundreds and thousands were freely given for
single animals, and the whole Shorthorn world was
against him, the greatness and worth of the man
stand out in bold relief.

The utmost lmit of perfection in Shorthorn
breeding was not reached in the days of the Collings,
as many would have us believe; nor are we pre
to assert that Amos Cruickshank has reached that
limit. The rurposes to be answered bi the cattle of
to-day are altogether different from what they were
fifty or even twenty years ago, and there is still
scope and room for brains and ability in the pursuit
of* Shorthorn-breeding. This aspect of the subject
cannot be entered upon just now, because of its
magnitude and growing difference of demands,

CRUICKSHANK CATTLE IN ENGLAND.

The success which attended the introduction of
Cruickshank sires’into herds full of Bates and
Booth blood naturally led to man being taken
south, and their general utility qualifications widely
acknowledged. The Canadian and American de-
mand for Cruickshank cattle, which for some
fifteen or sixteen years previous to the disposal of
the Sittyton herd, absorbed every available bull.
There were comparatively few bulls bred by Mr.
Cruickshank in the country. Under these circum.
stances, the selection of sires to be taken south was
restricted almost entirely to the last crop of bull
calves bred at Sittyton.

It is to be acknowledged that there is much
about, the Scotch Shorthorns which is certain to
impress many breeders as beinﬁ- ‘‘common.” They
have neither the dash of the Bates cattle nor the
round ribs of the Booth sort, while, generally
speaking, they lack a certain finish of quarters
which would tend to increase the length of body.
Many also object to the style"sf heads met with in
the miad'ority of Cruickshank bulls, J udging from
what Mr. Cruickshank has done in bringing out a
tixed t,;]’y('ipe of animals, it is quite evident that his
aim had been to produce a class of stock full of
lean flesh and constitution, while other features,
more striking, seem to have been neglected. To in-
fuse a little more of those striking features, and yet
retain the main practical utility of these North
Country cattle, is the ambition ogsevera.l able men
who have profited so largely through Mr. Cruick-
shank’s work. They have, without doubt, the
hearty good wishes of all lovers of Shorthorns,

It may strike breeders as peculiar, when we tell
them that very few Sittyton-bred females have ever
been allowed to remain in England. The reason is
this : for 16 years before the %erd was finally sold,
every female that could be spared from Sittyton,
and all the young bulls, except those kept for a few
regular customers, were contracted for, first by a
Canadian and afterwards by an American specula-
tor. Englishmen regret that such animals should
have been allowed year after year to leave their
shores. The fact that they did so accounts for the
unparalleled success of Scotch cattle ag the great
World’s Fair, at Chicago, last year.,

CRUICKSHANK CATTLE IN SCOTLAND,

There are, we believe, only three herds in Scot-
land where direct Sitt&ton females are to be found.
In two—those of Mr. Wilson, Castle Park, Hunt-
ly, and Mr. Cameron, Fettes—has been made with
great care and judgment. With regard to the other
—that of Mr. Duthie, Collynie, Tarves—a, great
deal may be said. At the time the entire Sittyton
herd was sold, Mr. Duthie arranged to purchase
from the Messrs. Nelson all the CoOws over nine
years of age, and in this lot he go ossession of 18
of the proved matrons of the her%. ad a public sale
been made, we are inclined to think that a goodly
number of these old cows would have been com-
%st;,ed for more keenly thin even the younger ones.
ith the annual draft made for so many years to
Eo across the Atlantic, such old cows as were the
est breeders were naturally retained in the herd,
and but for a question as to their extreme old age,

they were the very cream of the herd.

(To be continued.)
[Note.—In our next issue we will continue our
excerpts from Mr. Bruce’s interesting paper, giving

details of the general mana, ement of the cattle at
Sittyton. —EDb. | “




