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FARMER’S ADVÔCATE Founded 18iTHE1330
caps” in the way o’ poor health or any o’the ither# ; 
“physical disabilities,” as the doctors call them, we 
can juist think o’ some o’ the chaps that hae got to th«H 
top o’ the pile, handicaps an’ all, an’ ken that it wis as 
hard going for them as it is likely to be for us, to sayjg 
the least. And onyway, as Dowling himsel’ says, "a 
handicap is just a chance for a good honest fight.”

Sae there ye are. I think I’ve proved my point 8. ] 
against that Beatty chap an’ if ye say I have I’ll no’i 
be bringin’ up ony mair evidence juist at present.

hasn’t had ony mair experience than mysel’ alang 
lines, seein’ I’m au Id enough tae be his uncle onyway.

Weel, the four things that he says ye must hae, to 
get yersel’ ony where, are first, good health; second,
honesty; third, education, and fourth, work.

Noo, I hae naething to say against ony o the last three 
qualifications he mentions. Ye’ll no’ gang far wiloot 
honesty. Onyone that has ever tried the ither thing 
kens that. As for education, if we dinna ken onything 
ye canna dae onything, there's naething surer than that. 
While, as for work, there should be na mair than one

_________ opinion a boot that. It’s only tramps an’ such like lll-
THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE balanced bodies that dinna consider work the one great 
is published every Thursday. . necessity for mankind. The one thing that keeps him
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and Parties f j » to the bad entirely and which may become
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes llcl t> __. fi:cr;n|;„P Thnt’s a’-
the most practical, reliable and profitable information for a pleasure as weel as a means o discipline,
farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers of richt. Young Mr. Beatty can navigate the V. 1 . K.
™^iCSrs^nRaidpaT,ON.-,n Canada. Eng,and. Ire- alang these lines frae Montreal tae Vancouver moot
land. Scotland. Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.60 per ony danger o nnmn her ott the track. But wnat
year, in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid In advance. sticks in my crop is that first condition o his a boot guid
advance^tates’ *2'50 ^ year; a11 other countries. 12s. m health an’ makin’ a strong body-o’ as muckle importance
ADVERTISING RATES.—26 cents per line, agate, flat. as a strong mind. And mair, because he pits it first
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The International Fisheries Commission has recently 

handed out its report of the Sockeye Salmon fisheryls 
of the Fraser River and this report is of interest not onlygp 
to those concerned with our fisheries but to all Canadians! 
as the Sockeye is a fish of national importance. The* 
Sockeye is the most valuable of all our fishes, the catch* 
of this species alone in some years reaching a value of j' 
over $8,000,000. K

The Fraser is the premier Sockeye stream of the® 
world. Its tributary lakes and streams cover an area jM 
larger than that of any other river on the Pacific slope,J0 
and under normal conditions the Sockeyes ascend thisfj 
river and its tributaries to their head-waters.

A curious phenomenon of the Fraser River that ha 
occurred at least since the earliest records—those of it 
discoverer Simon Fraser in 1806—is an extraordinarily 
large run of Sockeye every fourth year, in the year follow 
in Leap-year, followed by three years of smaller rune 
so that the seasons have come to be known as “bi| 
years" and “off years.”

The Sockeye of the Fraser are predominantly four 
year fish, that is they reach maturity and return to tlr 
river to spawn when they are four years old. It has beffl 
ascertained by Dr. C. H. Gilbert, who for many yea* 
has been doing most thorough and valuable work 
Sockeye in British Columbia, that a part of the run o: 
each year consists of three year old, and a part of five 
year old fish, but that the great majority are four year! 
old.
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Live-stock advertising rates given on application. on [he | jst.
THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until . , , • . . t _frnntr healthv we a’ ken that,

Ï SS“ifw. A" Pay" but the point is that some that were neither hae _ made
THE LAW IS, that all subscribers- to newspapers are held qqj t0 get a |0j Q’ gujr| wark done in the course o their
rtofëdl£onUtïnu<5lU arrearages are paid' and their paper ordered natural life on this earth. Their poor physical make-
REMITTANCES’should be made direct to us. either by up wis juist anither o’ the difficulties that they had tae
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered Let- overcome an’ they did it. They maybe didn’t get
*5 ^responsible at ^ Whe" ^ othe™'ae we w,“ sae muckle fun oot o’ their job as some, but they got
THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your results, an' that’s what counts on Saturday night,
subscription is paiO. And the thing is that on the ither hand I ve known
Av^NcL“?hUe''F°umumNametand ^Office ^“ust b" plenty chaps .hat were as strong an’ healthy as a hired 
Given.” man an* at the same they were as lazy as a pet
WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent. Up in the morn in’ an’ workin’ between meals

Tn^^tubn'^U-1" on one came mighty hard on them. 1 saw a corn-field the
side of the papet only. ither day that belonged to one o these healthy fellows.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a At ieagt j’m thinkin’ it wis a corn-field, for when ye 
a&. 68 We aS thC "eW P' °- wad look close ye could see a spear o’ torn here an’
WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural there, makin’ a fight for it wi’ the weeds. How some
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles. k- oot tae keep sae fat lookin’ an’ cheerful an’

Ko them raisin’ the kind o'crops they do beats me Perhaps 
Improve "The Farmer’s Advocate and Home Magazine,” they think that, if the warst comes, they can den up lor
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not generally the wjnter like the bear an’ live on the flesh they hae
known. Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved ...., .,
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con- been pittin on all summer. . , .
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers until But what I'm drivin’ at is the fact that it s in no
®fter they have appeared in our columns. Rejected matter kind o’ a way necessary for a man to think that because
addresses OF œfôtESPON^ENTS ARE CONSID- he hasn’t a fair share o’ health or has some sort o’ a
ERED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded. handicap alang that line, that he canna be expected to

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con- j u; nart :n ,wark o’ the warld.
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and not ‘ f ... , . , , > .i
to<any Individual connected with the paper. We ken better. We ve heard o too mon> o the men

ADDRESS—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or that did guid wark in their day, who were cripples
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited), or in bad health or knocked oot in some way or ither,

London. Canada. not t0 ken that where the mind is as strong an active as it
. . . should be the body can be carried alang some way.

as in Nova Scotia, perhaps, carrying out the principles But there’s lots o’ men will lie doon on their jobs when 
of assisting the live-stock industry as laid down by the they get a wee bit sick or hae some little accident or
very first societies, by assisting in the elimination of the other that they think gies them an excuse for not earn in

their ain livin’. I’ve felt that way mysel at times when 
I would be havin’ a touch o’ the rheumatism or somethin’ 
like that. It tries a mon to keep going when he's oot 

being established at Windsor, in Nova Scotia, where o’ whack that way, but there’s plenty that are daeing it. 
horse racing was carried on and where cattle, sheep, I read a little story alang this line juist lately in
but.,, „„d cheese were exhibited Not until 1789, “If, £ “XS» n^fn'^iÏVÏ.bSS lX'p 
however, \tfas the first agricultural society formed in by the name o' Dowling wha lives oot in Minnesota. He
Canada. This took place in Quebec on April 6, and 61 started in life as a poor boy, which gies a fellow a pretty
members, including the rank and file of the nobility, g"id chance to mak' something o’ himself, I’ll admit,

but that wis a boot all that luck ever did for him. 1 he 
rest o' the tricks She played on him were pretty mean 
ones, I can tell ye. When he wis fourteen years old 

Charleston, in 1785—at 1 preceded the society in Kings he went to herding cattle on the plains for a dollar an' 
and Hants Counties, Nova Scotia, by about seven a half a head for the season. Everything went weel

enough till on towards the end o’ October o that first 
year. Then one night he an’ his bunch o’ cattle were 

17t)2 under the patronage of Governor Simcoe, although caught in a blizzard, like they will be havin’ at every 
it was not until 1830 that these societies in Ontario
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Commercial fishing for Sockeye began in the Frasei 
in 1876 and as the market for canned Sockeye increased 
fiishing for them was carried on more intesively. Whilij 
the runs of the "big years" were so enormous as to shoe 
no effect from the heavy catches, the runs of the "ofl 
years” soon began to show signs of depletion. There il 
little to wonder at in this when we consider that thi 
total length of nets employed in the Fraser in 1911 
was 445 miles, of which about 400 miles of nets were used 
in the 15 miles of river between its mouth and the Nee 
Westminster bridge, and that before the Sockej* 
reached the river at all they had to run the gaunlet M 
500 purse seines, 200 traps and a large number of giffl 
nests in the United States waters of the Straits of Juagi 
de Fuca. The success of the fishery, as the small run# 
became depleted, came to depend more and more on tha 
“big years,” several of the canneries being idle in some 
of the “off years," and more recently some of the can*] 
neries have only operated during the “big years.” Ifl 
1913, however, a disaster occurred which has wipeflj 
out the "big years” and the industry thus faces a verjs 
serious outlook. In this year, a year of the “big run’,’ 
blasting operations in connection with the construction! 
of the Canadian Northern Railway roadbed along the! 
Fraser River canon caused a rock-slide which filled il| 
a little bay-like indentation just above the very narrow 
passage known as Hell's Gate. It was in the backg 
water of this little bay that the Sockeye used to resS 
and gather strength after fighting their way through the 
swift water of the Gate so as to be able to continue the* 
way through the rapid water of the remainder of tH 
canon. When this resting-place was obliterated tlf 

opportunity oot in that country. It wis as bad a one fish were entirely unable to make their way through thf
o’ the kind as they make and ilka farmer in the district gate and early in the season of 1913 it was found th®
lost mair or less o his live-stock. But this young thousands and thousands of Sockeyes were congregat*|
Dowling chap kept gaein a boot a man g his herd, knockin’ below the Gate, wearing themselves to death in effort!
the ice off their faces an’ keepin’ them movin’ until the to pass through. The British Columbia Departmeog 
storm blew itsel oot. He Iiadna lost a single head. of b isheries took immediate action, sent the best engineer
Ye can see for yersel’ that he had the right kind o to the spot, built a temporary fish-way and cleared awa||
stuff in him. the obstruction as rapidly as possible, but this action

than the Ontario Agricultural Colleee Guelnh and ■ u W1S )Ulst ,y a*Xer t H.s lie wis caught in prompt as it was, came too late to allow more than #
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, and anither storm while he wis gaein to the nearest toon. small percentage of the fish to pass up to their spawning

twenty years older than the extensive Dominion Expcri- 1 his blizzard wis worse than the last one he had been grounds. The result is that 1917 which should have
through and in the end he lost his way. To mak’ a been a “big year’'’ had a smaller run than many of tht
ang story short he cam oot o it alive as ye may guess, “off years,” and international action to save the ilk
but when the doctors got through wi him he had neither dustry became an obvious necessity
hands or feet. They had all been fozen past recovery. An International Commission was appointed and 
Ibis looked pretty much like a knock-out blow for oor after having considered the problem in all its aspect» 
young farmer boy but 11 juist be tellin ye in a few words very carefully the Commission has presented its report, 
wha Michael J Dowling is at the present time, an a A very radical step for the betterment of the industry 
wee bit o what he has done since that day. has been urged, that is the entire cessation of fishing for

He is president o one o the big Banks o Minnesota Sockeye in the Fraser and in the water which the fish 
as weel as being 1 resident o the Minnesota Bankers traverse on their way to this river for a term of eight!
Associa ion He has been speaker in the Minnesota years. That this might be effective is probably true,
Assembly, which is anither name for their parliament I but it can hardly be recommended as a practical measure, 
suppose and while on this job lie has made hundreds as it would not only entail great hardship on the fisher- 

.. . , o speeches to the crowds o people that came tae hear him. men and canners, but during such a term of years all
Overcoming Handicaps. Hef 'Yls the chief push in the Good Roads business the gear thus lying idle would become practically useless

BY SANDY FRASER oot there and in h,s spare time he has a habit o takin a through disuse. The Commission has recommended
* i nil up into the north country an huntin all sorts o several stens whirli if ic all™*, indnett-v

1 wis read in in a wee book, that 1 picked up the big game that can be had there by ony man active enough being conducted on a redn^od I si- for pichr veirs and
i< her day, that there are four things that will help a to get it. He has done juist about as much as any man at he same time w^l allow rh^
man to mak’ a success o’ his life, an’ wi’oot these four could hae done, an’ that wi’oot either hands or feet Sockeve The L™ buildmK UP °/ the st°cfk
things as part o’ his general constitution the idea seemed A thing like that wad hae made a street beggar oot o’ èries on the deoleted s^awnin^hTu^he^ ° Ü!!™ oft he
tae be that one might as weel quit Irvin’ to dae onything. mony a man but i, made a Special Commissioner to the wTekly WcbpS
I found oot when 1 got to the end o the article that it Philippines oot o’ Michael Dowling. And when they js permitted) Pthe restriction L the Dnlïhs of nets®
wis a quotation from a speech that the new president o’ hae some ither hard job that they want done there’s and the size nf"„„rl rlFtlon m the m"8ths ol
oor great C.P.R. had been makin’ lie’s some talker, is na doot that that some chap will get the offer o’ it entrances of Lan ti "65’ M ' f bl,ockinS,of
that Beatty chap, and maist o’ the time what he sa vs I'hcv ken what he can do for them by what he has done after Irvine ,,!,u during the closed-periods. I ,
is a’richt. But this time I hae a mind t„ argue l ■ point for himsel’. fn,,nH ut these methods of conservation, it B
"V h,m- Slm •' llP’s na mair,han a -hap an, maybe So, gin o.n o’ ns hae been kickin’ about oor “hand!- more radical ea sures will'll a ve tobeLdopted" atta"ied'
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scrub bull and the substitution of pure-bred stock.
Away back as far as 1765 there is a record of a fair
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i were enrolled. This society was only four years behind 
the first society organized in the United States—at

ll

months. The first one organized in Ontario was in

PS received legislative recognition, and were given a grant 
of two hundred pounds if they would import valuable 
live stock, grain, or implements, and raise fifty pounds 
themselves.

“The Farmer's Advocate” was established in lsCti, 
and is older than Confederation; it is eight years older

I
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mental Farms System ; but it was not established for 
three-quarters of a century after the first agricultural 
societies came into existence. We should give ever) 
support to these societies, whose roots strike deep into 
the heart of Canadian agriculture, and whose span of 
life has extended through all the vicissitudes and chang­
ing conditions of agriculture in a new and developing 
country. That they have survived proves their worth 
indeed; and that which is worthy is deserving of our 
support.
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