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Prize Day at St. 
Michael's

Celebration of Rev. Dr. 
Teefy's Silver 

Jubilee

Presentation of Addresses and 
Testimonials — Reply by 
the Jubilarian. v

Rev. Dr. Teefy, Superior of St. 
Michael's College, on Tuesday com
peted his 25th year in tlie priesthood. 
For 14 years of this period he had 
presided with ability ifnd distinction 
over the leading Catholic educational 
institution of the Province, St. 
Michael’s College, and his Silver Jubi
lee was therefore made the occasion 
ol a fitting celebration, accompanied 
by many testimonials of esteem and 
affection in which he is held.

The ceremonies of the day opened at 
16.30 a when Dr. Teefy sang High 
Mass in St. Haul's Church, assisted 
by Rev. W. Doherty, of Syracuse, as 
deacon, and Rev. Geo. Doherty, ol 
Toronto Junction, as sub-deacon. The 
Sanctuary was filled with visiting 
clergy from the archdiocese, and from 
neighboring dioceses in Ontario "and 
the United States. A notable feature 
ol the occasion was the presence of 
Dr. Teefy’s aged father. The music 
was rendered by the pupils of the 
college, who sang Dumont’s Second 
Tone Mass, Father Murray, C. S. B., 
leading, and Father Rohleder presid
ing at the organ. “Salve Mundi 
Domine’’ wan sung by Mr. J. J.%Cos
tello at the offertory.
VICAR-GENERAL McCANN S SER

MON.
V

Very Rev. J. J. McCann, V.-G., 
preached the Jubilee sermon from the 
text “What shall I render to thq^ 
Lord for all the things that He hath 
Tendered unto me " IV 116.

“We are gathered here to-day,” he 
said, “to thank God for His bless
ings, to rejoice with the Superior of 
St. Michael’s College, on the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood, and, along with him, to 
return thanks to God for the life so 
long preserved, and so richly blest 
What gratitude should be his! How 
fervently should he thank God ,at the 
end of twenty-five years of labor!

“Let us see what God has done for 
man and for the priest; what claim 
He has tc our gratitude. In the be
ginning He c reated the world in 
beauty. The result of His six days 
ef labor was a great book containing 
the story of His omnipotence, a great 
painting that has portrayed His wis
dom, and a great palace in which to 
dwell. But who was to read that 
great book, who was to gaze upon 
that painting, who to dwell in that 
palace? Not angerty They already 
dwelt in the mante ion of God, viewed 
His divine beautp^Fand read the word 
of wisdom. God said: ‘Let us make 
man to our image and likeness.’ and 
man was made, the golden link be
tween the Creator and the lower 
creatures. God made him jn beauty- 
endowed him with intelligence and put 
the mantle of justice and sanctity up
on him. Man "has memory, will and 
understanding to recognize the power 
and goodness of his Maker. The soul 
of man is wonderful. Nothing in
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creation can compare with the human 
soul. The body is subject po change 
and death; Rie soul is nVt altered by 
time, and sickness mal not destroy 
it. The body is limited to time and 
place, The soul lives in the present, 
past and future. It travels from pole 
to pole, sweeps over land and ocean, 
speeds down to the bosom of the deep 
and rises to Heaven and beyond to 
the very throne of God. How wonder
ful is the soul of man! Wonderful, 
too, is God’s relation to it. The 
Father has created it; the Son has 
redeemed it, and the Holy Ghost has 
sanctified it. When we reflect we may 
well say, “What shall I render to the 
Lord for all the things that He hath 
rendered to me?’

“What shall we say of the priest? 
All these gifts, all these relations to 
God and more are his. He is the am
bassador of God, the representative 
of God, the distributor of all His 
heavenly goods Christ was prophet, 
priest and king. A prophet under the 
Old Law revealed the secrets of the 
hearts of men, ami lighted up the 
dark aisles in the great cathedral of 
time Christ was a prophet, for He 
lifted the veil from over the thoughts 
of man and predicted the redemption 
of man in His own death. ‘Behold a 
great peophet has risen up amongst 
us,’ the Jews said, and in the pres
ence of Moses and Elias, Peter, 
James and John, representatives ol 
the Old Law and the New, the Father 
proclaimed Him, 'Behold this is My 
beloved Son- in Whom I a in well 
pleased. Hear ye Him." Jesus lias 
returned to the bosom of His Father. 
The priest has been left to take His 
place. It is true the priest cannot 
reveal the secrets of hearts, but men 
must reveal the secrets of hearts to 
him. ‘Whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven.’ The prophets of 
o'd foretold that Jesus would come. 
The priest, like St. John the Bap- 
list, points Him out: ‘Ecce agnus 
Dei.’ 'Behold the lamb of God.’ The 
priest joins with Jesus Christ in the 
sacrifice of the Mass, the sacrifice. of 
Calvary repeated In that sacrifice 
the world is not redeemed, but all 
the blessings and benedictions of the 
redemption are showered upon the 
soul, in that sacrifice the priest co 
operates with Christ, the High 
Priest. 'Do this for a commemoration 
of Me.’ Our Lord Is King—King in the 
order of nature, King in the order of 
grace and King in the order of glory. 
Christ is sole owner in the kingdom 
of nature, solo Master in the kingdom 
of grace, and He reveals His Kingship 
in the order of glory. He does say, 
imjifeed, that His Kingdom is not of 
this world, that it is spiritual. In 
this kingdom the priest is given pow
er to rule. Unlike the kings of the 
world his power extends to the invis
ible. He overthrows the spirits of 
darkness in baptism, when he blots 
from the soul the claim of the king of 
evil, and in penance, when he snaps 
the bond that fetters the sinner. He 
makes Christ reign ir. hearts when he 
breaks the bread of life, and he opens 
up heaven with the sacrament of the 
dying.

“Such is the priest and such is his 
power. He has reason assuredly to 
rejoice in the favors God has confer
red upon him, to cry out l with the 
Psalmist ‘Quid rétribuant Domino: 
What shall 1 render to the Lord for 
all the things He has rendered unto 
Me?’ We, too my brethren, have cause 
for gratitude. If the power of the 
priest is great it is for us it is exer
cised. When God permits His ser
vant to use this power for our good 
for a period of twenty-five years we 
do well to assemble in the church of 
God to return thanks What more can 
I say. I an> forbidden to touch upon 
anything personal in the life of Fath
er Teefy. I shall only congratulate 
the Superior of St. Michael’s College 
for the great and good work accom
plished in the past, ( and on having 
won and retained the esteem of his 
fellow-priests throughout the arch 
diocese of Toronto. I join in the pray
er that God may long preserve him 
to continue the good work he has 
been doing in St. Michael’s College."

On the conclusion, of the Mass the 
priests and students blended their 
voices in the beautiful canticle, “Tc 
Deum Laudamus."
PRESENTED WITH ADDRESSES.

At 13 o’clock the visiting clergy and 
students assembled in the large study 
hall. Father Teefy toox his seat on 
the dais, accompanied by Very Rev. 
V. Matijon, C.S.B., I’rovincial; Very 
Rev. J. J. McCann, V.-G.; Dean Egan 
Barrie, and Mr. Teefy. Here the pro
grammed opened with a chôrus by the 
College Glee Club.

The presentation of addresses of 
congratulation to Dr. Teefy then took 
place. The first was read by Rev. A. 
P. Dumouchel, on behalf of the faculty 
of the college, as follows:
To the Very Rev. John Read Teefy,

M.A., LL.D., C. S. B., Superior of
St. Michael's College, Toronto:
Very Reverend and Dear Confrere — 

On occasions that commemorate some 
glad or glorious event in the life of 
their general, the sub-officers of an 
army claim the privilege of being the 
first to do honor to their chief. We 
are the inferior officers of a little

army contending for the cause of 
truth in the campaign of education, 
and you are its commanding officer. 
More and higher than that, we are 
priests whose vocation it is to ex
tend the kingdom of God's Church, 
ami you are the directing spirit, and 
we are religious whose duty it is to 
walk in the perfect way, and you are 
our guide. To-day is that glad and 
glorious day in your career, complet
ing, as it does, five and twenty years 
of faithful service in the sanctuary, 
five and twenty years in community 
life, and three-fifths of that period in 
the presidency of our college. There
fore do we, your brothers in the 
priesthood, your subjects in religion, 
and your assistants in education, re
joice to gather around you ami say: 
•Salve frater; dfclve peter, salve Su
perior!!

A quarter of a century a priest and 
religious! For a quarter of a cen
tury you have been a good priest 
and good religious. What higher tri
bute can we pay? This portion of any 
man’s life comprises the longest and 
most important portion of his career, 
it is the period of greatest vigor, 
greatest energy and greatest effective
ness. In your life that long span 
has been devoted with self-sacrificing 
zeal to the service of God in His 
apostolate. All the power for good 
that rests with a talented, energetic, 
holy priest in the enjoyment of ro
bust health you have called into exer
cise. By your labors the Catholic 
laity have richly profited. Here in 
the college the spiritual life of the 
Catholic youth entrusted to your care 
has been most carefully nurtured. 
Their minds have been fed with Cath
olic doctrine; their hearts have been 
filled with love for Christian vir
tues, their ambitions directed to lofty 
aims. Your instructions have spirit
ualized them and made them love the 
religion you serve. Æour conduct has* 
edified tiicni and inade them devoted 
children of the Chur£j». In witness to 
your priestly zeal we pointy to the 
fidelity with which your students al
ways fulfil tHcir religious obligations, 
not only during their stay in college 
but afterwards, when the advance 
into the world or into sonfe higher 
institution.

During this long period you have 
been pet less exact as a religious 
than devout as a priest. Your modes
ty might prefer tha^) on this point 
nothing be said. We will respect
your wishes ip so far as we can, but 
you must permit us on this occasion 
to) say that we have always been 
proud of you as a brother religious, 
because you have always lived as a 
religious should. Your manner of
observing the rule has been pointed 
out by your seniors as a model for 
the junior members of the community. 
In your prime the regularity that has 
always characterized your daily life, 
coupled with your brilliant qualities 
of mind and your kindly disposition 
won for you the superiorship. And 
for fourteen years you have been the 
honored head of St. Michael’s College. 
This period has been marked by a 
wonderful progress in the material 
and educational phases of the institu
tion. To the former we need not al
lude, for two "months have elapsed 
since the attention of the citizens of 
Toronto and that of the Catholic 
hierarchy of Canada and of the 
priests of Ontario and the neighbor
ing States, was focused on the new 
structure. What a share you had in 
the erection is known to all.

Upon the educational work of the ; 
college under your principalship we 
shall not dwell. For the excellent re
sults accomplished in receht years, we 
leave it to, the students, who have 
gathefed the fruits, to thank you. 
But one remark would we make, and 
it must commend your course. The 
number of the students has been con
stantly growing, and the golden jubi
lee year of the college and the silver 
jubilee year of your priesthood has 
seen the roll list longer than it ever
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was before. There is on* matter, how- 
even, to which we feel bound to al
lude here. Your influence for good, 
that has been all-pervading within 
the college since 1889, has not been 
confined to St. Michael’s. It has ex
erted itself in the University of To
ronto. You have raised the banner 
of Catholicity in her halls and turn
ed the eyes of her learfied professors 
and fair-minded students to view it 
with respect. Your eloquence in so-

Very Reverend and Dear Father — 
On this happy and memorable occa
sion when your many triends are ten
dering you their congratulations on 
having attained your Silver Jubilee in 
the priesthood ol God’s Church, it is 
but just that we, your old pupils of 
St. Michael’s College, should also 
give expression to our feelings and 
unite with your other friends in feli
citating you on the labors of the past 
years and in offering you at the same

ciety and lecture rooms dispersed the time our sincere wishes that Almighty 
clouds of suspicion which for years God may be pleased to spare you 
had hung over everybody and every-j for many years to come to work for 
thing Catholic. And four powerful your dear community and for the 
utterances from public platforms on | cause of Catholic education to which 
various occasions have Won respect* you have dedicated the warm zed l of 
for the cause you serve and reverence. your youthful manhood as well as the 
for the priesthood to which you be- more vigorous energy of your priestly 
long. The fame of your scholarly at- life/
tainments hap reflected glory on the j Belonging as you do to a religious 
college and established her renown community; the members of which 
far more than the affiliation with the ; have endeared themselves to us by
University, which was secured by your 
efforts.

As you look back on this happy 
day over the past quarter of a cen
tury you may view with honest pride 
the services you have rendered to the 
Church in this country and to the 
Catholic youth of this country and 
the United States. Permit us to say 
your labors have been appreciated 
without and doubly so within St.
Michael's College.

We "ask you, then, to accept our 
warmest congratulations on this 
memorable anniversary; and with 
them are linked our earnest wishes 
that you may live m the golden age 
ol your priesthood, and our fervent 
prayers that God mar .continue to 
bless your work and preserve you ) in 
health and happiness.

In conclusion, be pleased to receive 
the accompanying gift as a token of 
the esteem, gratitude and love of 

YOUR DEVOTED CONFRERES

IN BEHALF OF THE CLERGY.
After the address on behalf of the 

faculty of the college had been read 
Father Dumouchel requested the 
Vicar-General to represent the priests 
of the archdiocese. The eloquent 
preacher of the morning said:

Dr. Teefy—It gives me pleasure to 
speak a second time on your feast 
day I am glad of the opportunity 
given me to tell you of the esteem
in which you are held by the priests j dent of our dear Alma Mater has 
of the archdiocese They have always j more than evet ratified the wisdom of 
found you most agreeable. Often they J - ”ur superiors and has convinced us 
. ' . . . that you are worthy of an honorablehave called upon you for assistance p|a(e ^sulp tho8e venerable men who
and never met with a refusal. It is a havp S() faith(ullv dlTect«\ in the past 
pleasure, then, t6r me to acknowledge the mora, and intellectual life of St.

many ties of love and respect and for 
whom those sentiments as the years 
roll onward are still further strength
ened as we dwell with gratitude on 
the beneficent influence that their 
lives and teaching had over us in the 
days ol our youth, it is but natural, 
Reverend and dear Father, that on 
this the occasion of the celebration 
of the 25th anniversary of your ele
vation to the priesthood, wc should 
hasten to offer to yourself in person 
that tribute of manly gratitude which 
we shall always entertain for the 
community itself.

A great man once said that if grati
tude were launched from the hearts of 
the people it would still find a refuge 
in JLhe breats of kings. We to-day 
might reiterate with the necessary 
emendation that statement of Edmund 
Burke and say that if gratitude and 
lore were ever launched from the 
hearts of your many other friends and 
the friends of St. Basil's Community, 
they would always find an abiding 
place in the hearts of your old pupils 
of St. Michael’s College.

When the mantle of the gentle and 
sainted Father Vincent fell upon your 
young shoulders by the choice of your 
superiors in the community it was 
thought that the selection of his suc
cessor was a wise and prudent one; 
and although many years have elap
sed since then with their varying 
vicissitudes, although many obstacles 
in the way of Catholic education have 
arisen, which could not have been 
foreseen, ÿet your success as Presi-

the •
for Michael’s College. If the glory of thethe kindly and grateful feeling

clergy of the diocese entertain fath(>r b(. thr children then sure,y you
... , AV . .. ! on this the 25th anniversary of vourDean hgan matte the presentation
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of a very handsome purse, prefacing 
the act with these words:

It is a joy to me to be allowed to 
present to you, Father Teefy, this 
gift from the diocesan priests. I re
joice, too, that I was not asked to 
make a speech. Words would fail me, 
did I try to express in full measure 
my affection and admiration for you. 
1 shall content myself with endorsing 
the utterances of the Vicar and mak
ing the presentation.
DR. TREACY AND HIS OLD BOYS.

Rev. Dr. Treacy at once arose and 
in the name of Dr. Teefy’s Old Boys 
read:
To the Very Rev. J. R. Teefy, D.D., 

M.A., President of St. Michael’s
College:

ordination have reason to glory not 
only in the monuments of stone which 
are the imprint of your devoted zeal 
and earnest enthusiasm, but still more 
in the number and character of your 
former pupils who in many lands and 
in various walks of life look back 
with respect and gratitude to you as

ur betnvx, 
to you 
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to one at whose paternal knees they 
had early imbibed their first lessons 
in Catholic education and Christian 
morality.

For these reaons you may rest as
sured, Reverend and dear Father, 
that the past students of your 
ed college shall always look 
with reverence and gratitude 
shall Uways treasure in their hearts 
your gentle admonitions and fatherly 
counsels and wherever their lot in 
life is cast to-date they will turn 
towards you to ^breathe the prayer 
that God will continue to bless your 
labors in this life and reward you in 
the next with that. imperishable 
crown which He has promised to 
those who like you shall have labor
ed in the sacred cause of Catholic 
education.

“They who instruct others into y 
tice, shall shine like stars in 
firmament."

Signed on behalf ol your old pupils, 
J. TREACY,
W. DOHERTY.

The last address was presented on 
behalf of the prespnt students by Mr. 
P. Hopkins, the winner of the schol
arship in metaphysics.
To the Very Rev. J. R. Teefy, C.S.

B., M A., LL.D., Superior:
Very Reverend and Dear Father—It 

is with feelings of gre^l pleasure that 
we offer, you our respectful and af
fectionate congratulations on the 
completion of your twenty-fifth year 
in the priesthood. From an ordinary 
point of view a quarter of a century 
i* not a very long period, but when 
spent in the ministry of God jt is a 
time to look back upon with awe and 
gratitude. So many opportunities 
for doing good are offered to the zeal
ous priest, and we feel certain that 
you, dear father, have not allowed 
any to pass unnoticed. We are grate
ful to you, for. the share you have 
given us, in the good which you have 
wrought, for we know that as long 
as you have been superior of this col
lege we have always held first place 
in your heart.

Many changes Ipave taken place dur
ing the past twenty-five years, espe
cially during the fourteen years of 
your presidency, but the aim ol this 
institution has always remained the 
same, for the Basili&n Fathers have 
ever continued faithful to the tradi
tions of their Community. Under your 
direction, they have given the pupils 
of St. Michael’s College a thorough 
Catholic education and if some have 
not gone forth to fight their way in 
the world as fully equipped as they 
should have been, we feel satisfied 
that the fault was their own, and 
does not rest with our zealous and 
prudent head. But if the aim of the; 
institution has not been changed, the 
same cannot be said of the building 
itself. Year after year has witnessed 
nipruvements. and the crowning work 
the splendid new wing, will be your 
monument for fûture generations.

We fed sure, dear father, that you 
cannot doubt the sentiments of your 
present students. In their thoughts 
St. Michael's College and Father. 
Teefy will always be inseparable 
They will always speak your name 
and that of your college with affec
tion and respect, and in so doing they 
will feel that they are only fulfilling 
their duty to you and to her.

Our address speaks only of a 
few of the years of your priesthood, 
but it deals with the period during 
which we have been under your guid
ance. and have learned to admire, re
spect and love you. We cannot go 
back as far as many of the familiar 
figures which surround you here to
day. nor do we remember the grand 
old men who have faded one by one 
from your sight, but we can assure 
you that though they have known 
you longer, and have been your com
panions in many a hard struggle, they 
have not learned to bear you a great
er affection than we do.

In conclusion, dear father, allow us 
to express once • more our most ear 
nest congratulations. Other addresses 
may be read to you on this occasion, 
but none can find its origin in kind
lier feelings pi the heart than that 
of your devoted children in Christ

On behalf of the students,
P. HOPKINS.

REPLY OF THE JUBILARIAN
The purses or cheques accompan ,ng 

the various addresses netted about 
$1,500.

Dr. Teefy, on rising to reply, was 
evidently deeply mived by the tri
butes of esteem he hod just received. 
“II,” he said, "I were to analyze the 
addresses as one analyzes arguments 
in logic, I should say, ‘Causea pro 
non causea. ’ 1 do not deserve in the 
least measure the encomiums lavished 
upon me. The object of all these ad
dresses. I feel sure, is to honor the 
priesthood, to honor the religious life 
and show devotion to the cause of 
education. When it was a question 
of observing this anniversary my une 
desire was to go home and spend the 

| day quietly. I consented to a public 
| recognition of the c'eut only because 
j I felt that It might aid the cause of

Catholic education. I was sot prepar
ed for the proportions the celebration 
has assumed. How, then, can 1 thank 
you for the kind words you have ut
tered, for the generous gifts you have 
given, and for the great sacrifices you 
"have made to bestow these favors and 
to attend the jubilee I thank tbe re
ligious communities of the diocese foe 
their prayers«and donations They are 
not present, but I cannot forget them.
I thank old friends and old student» 
from a distance, who cannot be here 
in person, but have written to say 
they are uere in spirit. I thank the 
clergy of Toronto, especially tbe 
Vicar-General, for the sermon this 
morning and his kind words just bow.
It is the priests of Toronto Diocese 
I wish especially to thank Their t»« 
terests and the interests of St Mich
ael’s College are one It is here the 
youth of the diocese are educated, 
here the future priests are formed. I 
am proud to be a Basilian, and I 
am proud to be a priest in Toronto ^ 
Diocese I was born, educated, and 
have labored in the diocese. Bet edu
cation is not liiyAd to one country, 
to one diocese. Its rays go forth 
to illumine other lands. Hence, I am 
proud to see here to-day priests from 
the States of Pennsylvania and New 
York. I cannot find words to thank 
them Twenty-five years a priest and 
teacher and it years of superiorship 
are enough to m»ke one grey and sad; 
but the gratituae and affection dis
played to-day would make any burden 
light. I am sure I have every reason 
to believe thft the future years will 
bring all the graces and favors you 
have asked Heaven to give. We have 
need of large floods of light and love 
when we cross the bar of 25 years in 
the ministry- We need .on sola tie*, 
but I am sure I can get it Irony^t 
words and from your prayersfthab 
God may bless your alma meter aid 
its unworthy superior."

His Grace Archbishop O’Connor 
was unable to reach the college ia 
time lor the morning service, bet did 
honor to Father Teefy’s feast by bis 
presence at the banquet which follow
ed. He also remained lor the distri
bution of prizes at 4 o'clock, whs* 
the following attractive programme 
was presented by the students:

PART FIRST.
1 Overture, "Martha,” (Flotow^ 

Orchestra.
2. Salutatory, Mr E Monarty.
3. Chorus. "Praise Ye the Father,1 

(Gounod), College Glee Club.
4. Recitation, “The Revengf." (T«te 

nyson), Mr. M King.
5. Selection, “Cocoanut Dance,1 

(Hermann), Orchestra
6. Distribution of medals asd 

scholarships
PART SECOND

1. Waltz, “La Susanna," (Roseyfe 
Orchestra.

2. Speech, “Education,” Mr H. Be* 
land.

3. Duet, “Barber of Seville,” (Roe- 
sini), Master J. Brady and Rev. K,
F. Murray, C.S B.

4. Valedictory. Mr A. MeCaflrey.
5. Distribution of prizes.
God Save the King.

PRIZE AND HONOR LIST.
The McEvay Scholawhip loi Mental 

Philosophy was awarded to Patrick 
Hopkins, Dupont, Pa. Honors—Hearg 
Boland, Toronto.

SPECIAL PRIZES
Good Conduct—Senior Division, 

Boarders. (Very Rev Provincial)— 
Thomas Quinn, honors, P. Boyle, W,

(Continued on page 4.)
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