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He can even make use of the evil 
dispense fresh blessings to His people.

In the same way in Judges the deserved oppres- 
of the enemy is used by God to bring about 

revivals in Israel. " They cried unto the Lord ” 
is invariably the word that ushers them in. 
tendom in the present day discusses what 
should be used to inaugurate revivals. 
but one ; ”

as in Ch. ii. to

sion

Chris-
means

“ There is
such a sense of the low condition of the 

world, of the sinner or of the church, as shall lead 
the exercised soul to turn to God. “ They cried 
unto the Lord. " Then He sent deliverers to 
them. We shall see these revivals in their various 
phases from Chap. iii. to Chap. xvi. of this book.

Let us begin by a general observation. When 
things are morally in a low state, God uses instru
ments which in themselves are imperfect and bear 
the stamp of weakness,—Othniel sprang from a 
younger branch of the family ; he 
of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.” Ehud 
weak through his infirmity, Shamgar through 
weapon, Deborah from her

was “ the son 
was

his
sex, Barak by his 

natural character, Gideon on account of his rela
tions, Jephthah by his birth. Other judges 
mentioned who are rich, influential, or prosperous 
(x. 1-4 ; xii. 8-15), and God uses them no doubt, 
but more to maintain results already obtained 
than as deliverers. We are no longer in the days 
of Joshua, or of the Apostles, when

are

I
*. , a power was

developed in man, which hindered the weakness of 
the vessel from appearing, and yet the very infir-


