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LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP BY FRATERNALS.

As pointed out a week ago, for every $100 of
new insurance issued last year by eighteen fraternal
orders doing business in  the Dommion, $120
terminated by maturity or lapse. Under such con-
ditions it is not surprising that there seems little ot |
the old-time Canada regarding
reserve-in-your-pocket of  msurance.
Strange to say, last year brought a considerable

enthusiasm 1n

methods
increase in fraternal associations in some sections
of the United States, though the present condition
of the older-established orders 1s far from afford-
ing encouragement to new ventures. It 15 no bright
page in insurance history which chronicles the rise
and fall of assessmentism in the United States
assessment associations
fraternal

active operations

Of hundreds of business
orders stll
Indeed,
those assessment associations and fraternal orders

few survive, but scores of

carry on more or less
which are over ten years old carry about four ml-
lion individual certificates on their books—so that
the protection of milhions of wives and children
in the United States depends upon this precarious
source.

In its issue of a week ago, The Spectator, of New
York, gives a table of orders listed
according to age. Four groups are given, the first

assessment

including those between thirty and forty years of
age. In this group the average death rate is hgh
and steadily increasing, while lapses last year ex-
ceeded new certificates wrnitten. Naturally the
membership has shown a marked decrease during
late years.

In the second group are included societies between
twenty-five and thirty years of age, including the
largest fraternal order and the largest business
assessment association doing business n America.
In this group the membership amounts to nearly i
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two millions, but the beginning of the end is n
sight; the death rate shows an ancrease m each
quinquennium, and the lapse ratio s materially
greater than i former years.

And the same story 1s already bemg rej cated n
connection with groups three and four, although
they include some of the large organmizations between
twelve and twenty-five years ot age

Altogether, the tabulation shows an ncrease n
the death 8.25 to 8.74 per
members during the past decade, while the lapse
404 m 1808
508 in 1008, Durmg the hve years ended with

rate from thousand

rate to new 1ssues went up from to

1003, the membership increased 1,200,088, while
since 1903 the ncrease has been but 796,280, or
about 4o per cent. less.

S S
RATES AND THEIR MAKING.

The practical man 1s mchined to skepticism re-
garding academic comment upon his own line of
business. And it is not surprising that fire under-
writers have, some of them, been a trifle disdamful
of the enthusiasm displayed by university professors
in offering the underwnting wisdom of the ages
lecture courses and measured out
according to “major” and “minor” But
off of some nitial exuberance, the

condensed nto
credits.
with the lopping
movement bids fair to be a useful one to msurance
and business interests generally
if an article contributed to the August
Yale Review any criterion, the
exert mfluence
not

Certainly,
the
universities

1ssue of be
considerable

m America

should
upon fire surance development
so much by any training of prospective underwrit-
ers, as by spreading a know ledge of msurance prin-
ciples among the educated youth who are taking
their places as subalterns an the g«‘-m-r.nl business

army.




