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clou»*, them in secret 
That the services

Trees in Winter.
LKVBRNE ALDKN MARSH, A.B.

aiestically unadorned they stand 
In solemn outline ’gainst the cloudless sky, 

. . . « *t ____.iw.niPia.1 anil if rand.

of the church may l>e most profitable, we 
should carefully prepare at home to make the best use of the 
public opportunity We should meditate and pray before 
Ling andwhile we are on our way. We should frequently 
during the week thii k of the church and the Habbath, and, 
by reading, thoughtfulness and fervent prayer make the day 
and the service the more helpful when Sabl>ath comes.— 
Bishop J. 11. Vincent.

A benediction give to passers by.

But faithless eyes, with vision yet unbound,
“e.Vng‘op. ground,

Or sigh for summer shade or vernal breeze.

But beautiful to him who Iovm them
Becomes the thought—and tis a happy thing 

That in the bare and unpretentious bough,
There lies the beauty of another spring.

A Joke With a Pleasant Ending.
it TOT a few clergymen would be glad to be the victims of 
IN such a practical joke as was recently played upon Rev.

Mr Hageman, the story of which appears in the 
Oxford, Michigan, Leader. At the annual meeting of the 
Congregational Church the question of hiring a preacher 
comes up for discussion. ..

At the last meeting of this society, when the subject was 
brought up, a good deacon arose, and said :

“All those in favor of retaining Brother Huge 
another year—at the same salary—will please rise.

Not a person rose, and the minister, who was present,
The Spirit of Prayer. „ uncomfortable aa possible. and heartily wished himself
1 PC op , anywhere else Then the good deacon who had put the

e-pHERE •» a valuable lesson for adult Christians in „u„,i0n arose again, and said, with a twinkle of the eye :
following incident related in H ' . .. of see no one favors that motion, so I will put it again in

•• F I should die ’fore I wake, said Donny, kneeling ^ Aj| those in favor of keeping the Rev. Mr. Hageman 
at grandmother’s knee, “ f I should die ’fore wa e „ at an increase of salary will please rise.’’

••I pray’’-prompted the gentle voice "Go on, Donny_ E ne got upon his feet. Then it dawned upon Mr. 
■•Wait a minute," interposed the small hoy, scramUmg to *n ,hlt he hlcl been the victim of a Joke, and a Malle

ÆSG-h^Xêr "n';trl
hsll,vrftnictkedBi‘ Îîr scheme hsd worked te ^ection.

Looking Hi, Best.
why I hsd to stop. ' u“t'uTsce Imw a CERTAIN boy of about sixteen years, whom 1 know
stood .11 his woolen »M-=rs .m tlmir h a ^ ^ ^ u car, ful „bout hi. personal appearance, and yet
hed te‘VOU,\dsm| ' .ant l hn to And 'em that wav, so I had 1 1 do not believe lie has a trace of vanity in his make up,
wake, why—I dici 11 Th . ,„t8 „f things that He is not the least “duditli." He doe. not affect startling
,o go down and fix em nght. Th V^ nor fancy waistcoats, nor cam» with great, bulging
seem funny 1J™ ™dS 'L yon wake." heads on them, -or snylhing at all striking m appears,ice
want em that wav 1 y<w^Jonldd y tWl ,pirit of but he see, to it that hi. clothes are free Iran dust orra of

How, ™"n Jr^ wiTh . brother or sister or h.ve lny kind. His boot, are always carefully polished, Ins h.tr
prayer! Tl which they have committed. „ Jtly combed, his linen clean, his nail, in the ..me condition,
made no e« f„'ow tile example of Donny, who Moreover, hi, mother doe. not have to beg and implore him
Such père"»' h ut h;9 playmate's menagene u, wash the back of his neck and his ears. He al»»y»
?„"'„^"er They should flmttereconcHed5 to th, brother or „„ sppe.ranee of freshness ami nea.ne» that,, good to look 

sister with whom they are angry or whom they have «ronge. , 
if that be possible, and then offer their prayer.

time fall I
But he who knows a guiding hand above,

Can see but good and beauty in it all.
__Pittsbury Chrittian Advocate.

man for

felt

was back

upon.
One day, when he was getting ready to go 

another hoy. this other boy said : “ Wlmt
some place with 

makes you so

On Going to Church.

W =3- Ever, moment spent there shouid be spent ^ hi. iawt, am, at Urn ^

,DWeB should listen carefnlly to the reading of the Holy it pay, for him to look his h»t. Untidiness ha, often
Scrinture, join in the responses where this order is ap- muntod against a boy when he has been applying for a 
'minted follow with eager and believing hearts the words of f once heard » business man say that he would no

’Jug heartily “a. unto the Lord," ami give devout hire . ,loven|y, dirty Ian than he would hire one known
and self-appropriating heed to the sermon. From the first to dishonest.-,l/ommp Star. 
not of thePo,g.n voluntary to the " Amen " of the benedic­
tion we should be alert, ardent and sincere worship[*ra ™ Visitor Did.
There are moment, of waiting before the service, and some- What a VlSltOr DID.
times while people are entering the church rad whmt t DECBNTLy a young student, taking a vacation trip in
appointed officers are taking the collection, which are IV 8 tl,„d „„ i„ the country, near (ilasgow. a man of
often made occraon. of idle revery, vagrant “hTrty who hsd been blind all hi, life The blind
ing thoughts and unprofitable conversation. At such “““ , . never educated. He worked a little in the fields or
the mind is distracted, the good effect of prayer and P™*«* * j1 hi, own home M |*,t he could, hut his life, in the main, 
neutralized, and the rail tnrnlff mto a ranl.r.nd hardened mb,so Th. young .Indent hsd some small
wayside, where the seed, of truth are mmttered to be picked knowled of medicin,, though not enough to do anything 
up or to lie blown away Now, these moments of . the ”.„•„ re|j„[. He went to see him, and determined to
should form a season and a service of holy waiting before ^ wh|lt he could to give the man a chance. When he
Lord, and of preparation for attention and ... «turned to Glasgow, he interested a specialist in the case,
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