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full of contagion. It ig dangerous to be
most of one’s time in the camp of the
enemy. We unconsciously begin to think
that the enemy after gl is not so rar
Wrong, and begin to imitate their ex-
ample,  Sin, like the smallpox, is a com-
municable disease, and every one is more
or less liable to catch the infection. The
most difficult part of Samson’s work was
to avold temptation While doing his duty,
Indeed, this is more or less the case with
us ali—who is there but must face temp-
tation in the discharge of daily duty !
What are our Christian principles for,
but to fortity ug against the attacks of
evil!  Still it is often much safer to
flee from temptation than to face it, As
Guthrie says, Abjure every scene, ah-
stain from every pleasure, abandon every
pursuit which tends to sin, which dulls
the fine edge of conscience, unfits for re-
ligious duties, indisposes for religious
enjoyments, sends you prayerless to bed
or drowsy to prayer,” Samson was
strong in maintaining the cause of Israel,
but weak in constantly exposing himself
to evil influences.

LIABILITY To §x,

The tendency of the human heart is by
nature toward evil. It is through the
grace of God in Christ by the Holy Spirit
that this tendency is Overcome, and sin is
overpowered. Even in the Christian
there are possibilities of evil, which, if
given sway, will wreck all that is good,
Whatever good one has, he owes it to
God, and continuance in well-doing is ge-
cured by the constant help of God; so that
if the help of God be withdrawn, one is
liable to be thrown over, as a child would
be before a strong wind when out
of the grasp of his father's hand.
This is illustrated in the personal his-
tory of Noah, Lot, Jacob, David, Solomon,
and others, And how sadly Samson
stands as an example of the same thing !
Instead of silencing the voice of the
tempter, he listened, and was persuaded;
instead of overcoming, he was overcome,
By the help of God, he could have re-
sisted every solicitation, and remained
faithful to the divine truth, which he had
accepted, and loyal to the cause which he
had espoused. But, no ! He was strong
in muscle, but weak in will.  Moral
courage is always greater than mere
bodily strength,

INEVITABLE PUNISHMENT,

The hero who had never lost a battle
for twenty years was at last delivered up
into the hands of his enemies, as u
wounded lion succumbs to a pack of
velping hounds. Not only was he fet-
tered and imprisoned and mocked, but
his eyes were put out, and he was made
hopelessly blind, Note the greatness of
Lis folly, in having broken his vow of
consecration to the Lord, in having made
friends with hig enemies, in having been
guilty repeatedly of fragrant sin like the
heathen, notwithstanding his sacred posi-
tion as the appointed deliverer of Israel,
Great Samson fell ! From strength to
weakness; from hill-top to the deepest
valley; from freedom to slavery: from
glory to shame; from the brightest pros-
pects to the darkest gloom ! The man
who gave liberty to Israel now grinds
at the mill!  He was strong in securing
the freedom of others, but was weak in
falling into sin and losing his own liberty,

SCINTILLATIONS,

1. Avold over-confidence,
attacks the weakest point,
2, Prosperity is a dangerous thing,

The enemy

Pray more when prosperity increases,

3. Don’t play with your enemy's powuer
magazine; it may explode when you least
expect ft,

4. Avoid the very appearance of evil,
fatan can make a dark crime look like a
loly thing.
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5. It is almost always those points of
character where one is especially liable
o fall into some sin, that Satan attacks.
We must watch and pray lest we enter
into temptation, and take the whole
armor of God, that we may be able to
stand in the evil day.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Give this topic a practical turn, Have
Some one, in a brief baper or address,
open the discussion of the subject :
* Weak points in our Epworth League,”
and then have the members present give
their views, It is a great gain to be
conscious of our points of weakness,
And knowing them, let us take imme-
diate steps to correct them. Have the
tople considered, however, from the spiri-
tual point of view first,

JULY 28.—“ MISSIONS : TRUE PHILAN-
THROPHY.”
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Philanthropy means friendship for man,
And by man is meant not only the mem-
bers of our own family, the inhabitantg
of our own community, the citizens of
our own country, but all humanity whom
We may reach and bless, Our Saviour
declared as one of his commandments,
summing up the second part of the
decalogue, ““ Thoy shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” Angd by neighbor he ex-
plained to mean, any one in need of help.
The Christian, therefore, is called upon to
have love for his kind, a love that will
prompt him to deeds of mercy and kind-
ness,

is better than

HOW TO LOOK AT IT !

It will be profitable to regard our sub-
Ject not only in itg application to mis-
sions, as suggested by Lefroy, but in a
general sense of doing good to al] men,

1. A precious thlng——opporlunlty, Peo-
ple about making time for this or that
purpose.  The time is really made for
us, but we are often too idle or too care-
less to use it for the proper end. Oppor-
tunities of usefulness are almost of in-
cessant occurrence, Chances of doing
good are presented every day. And what
a blessing each one might be in this old
world if he would only seize and worthily
use the opportuaities that come and go—
a blessing to others in the Glistribution
of sympathy and deeds of love; a blessing
to himself, for good deeds performed for
others return to enrich the giver's bosom.

2. One’'s whole life—an opportunity.
There is such a thing as a useful life, a
noble life, though all lives must needs
contain many neglected opportunities,
And every one must Join in the mournful
cadences of the poet;

“Of all sad words of pen or tongue,
The saddest are these—it might have
iy

As a series of opportunities, every life
is woefully imperfect. But as one great
opportunity, the Christlan’s life is not
utterly unworthy of the example of
Christ.  Let every one have a golden
thread of right intention running through
his life.  Let every young Christian have
a constant design to love humanity, an
active purpose for philanthropy in fits
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broadest sense, and daily openings for
its exercise shall not be wanting, The
CONLLUOUS opportunity of ute must be
utiized, if tne particuar opportunities of
doing good 1n a practical way are to be
turned to the besc account,

3. The fleid of philanthropy is wide.
Wherever men are found it 1s possible
to do them good, We may touch only
a few persons, but each of these is in
contact with others, and a holy intluence
emanating trom one individual may re-
sult in the blessing of thousanas. To
do great things with great powers Is easy
enough; but things so done may be un-
done 50, The glory of Christianity has
always Leen that 1t does great things
with small powers, or powers that men
regard as small.  Good work done by
many hands is better than the extended
philanthropy of an individual; for what
1s this but the effort of one man to make
amends for the neglect of g thousand ?
The * pray, study, give plan, with whicn
all our Leagues should be familiar, is
admirably adapted to use the ability or
every follower of Christ to extend the
kingdom of God in the world—each one
praying, each one studying, each one giv-
ing, that the Gospel may be taken to the
regions beyond and to the neglected fields
at home,

4. Some have a special claim to our
philanthropy, Though it is true that all
men have a claim on our Christian
philanthropy, yet some are entitled to
first consideration. A man does not be-
come a better citizen when he spurns his
own family and neglects the duties near-
est him. On the contrary, the noblest
philanthropist is the most affectionate
father, the most attentive brother or gis-
ter. He who loves most widely in the
world, loves most intensely in his own
home. 8o it will be with the true pe-
liever in his outlook for good in the
world.  He will begin with those who are
called by the common name and worship
the common Lord, and from these he
will go on with his energy not exhausted
but refreshed, to the great mass of hu-
manity. This was exactly the spirit of
our Lord’s commission to his disciples :
" Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Sama-
ria, and unto the uttermost parts of the
earth.” Jerusalem, first at home; Judea,
then a widening of the fleld; Samaria,
still a wider sphere; uttermost parts,
earth’s remotest bounds,

A HELPFUL OUTLINE,

Subject : Well-doing.

1. It should be fruitful, It is possible
to have a clear idea of Christian truth,
and to talk well, and yet be idle and use-
less.

2. It must have the right standard. It
is easy to do as others are doing; but are
they doing well. Practice must be
guided by holy precept.

3. It must have the right motive,
Many are desirous of doing what is liter-
ally the right thing, but they do it with
improper motives. The proper motives
are: (a) Love. 2 Cor. 5 14. (b) Grati-
tude. Ps. 116, 12, (c) Compassion.
2 Cor. 5. 11.  (d) Desire to imitate Christ.
1 Peter 2. 21.

SPARKS FROM ANOTHER ANVIL.

We sow money, and we reap lives,

We sow prayers, and we reap conver-
sions,

We sow Bibles, and we reap churches,

We sow tracts, and we reap tears of
penitence,

We sow hospitals, and we reap hosan-
nas,

We sow missionary volunteers, and we
reap an army of the Lord,

Grief over the sin of others is one of
the best safeguards against sin in one's
self,




