
470 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL Dec. 1803 Dec 1908

excess. Too strong colonies seldom give 
good returns. If colonies have increased 
their population unusually in the fall the 
breeding will mostly only be medium in 
the spring. The heavy breeding that 
should take place in the spring took place 
in full already, and a medium or even a 
little light swarm with a good queen 
mostly does better than such a giant 
colony. Requeening should take place in 
such cases.

Cold weather in winter is not so harm­
ful to bees as is often supposed. Even a 
small cluster will endure a good deal of 
colil as long as they have good food at 
the right place. We do not need to speak 
about colonies freezing to death, but ra­
ther starving through not being able to 
follow the food. Years ago I always re­
duced the size of entrances, but of late 
years I "do not contract them. I keep 
them ns large in winter as in summer, 
and since that time I have very few dead 
bees, and seldom have to clean the en­
trances. At the first flight the bees will 
clean out the few dead ones without any 
harm.

With the idea of not packing bees be­
fore cold weather I cannot agree. If pro­
vided with all necessities, they will be 
packed nice and warm, even if the wea­
ther is fine. If possible, I want them 
packed in October or beginning of No­
vember, and this never gave bad results 
at our large bee-stands. The cluster room 
should never bee too small, so they can 
extend in mild weather. Brood about 
Christmas I have never found, and this 
seems to me a false theory. Such only 
may be after very late feeding.—Pruht. 
Wegweiser.

Wien-Neustadt was the place of con­
vention, Aug. 8th to 12th, where bee­
keepers from Austria-Hungary and Ger­
many gathered. So large was the attend­
ance that not every bee-keeper could be 
supplied with a bed in the city of 30,000 
inhabitants, and had to pass the night in 
any convenient place. (Either too many 
bee-keepers or too few beds.) There was

a large exhibition of bee supplies. Live 
bees were exhibited by many bee-keepers. 
Two lecturers were honored with premi- 
ums; each member had two votes, 11rs. 
Sanger, Grace, and Alfonsus, Vienna, re­
ceiving them. The latter spoke on queen- 
rearing and gave the American (Root's) 
methods a good recommendation ; Dr. 
Sanger on scientific judgment of honey; 
0.7 to 2% protein is contained in honey. 
He showed new ways to ascertain the 
amount of protein, whereby pure honey 
may immediately be distinguished nom 
the adulterated. This paper will appear 
later in print. A report of experiments in 
winter consumption showed it in unpro­
tected single-wall hives to be 5.300 kg. ; 
double-wall hives, a little less; cellar, 
2.100 kg.; in a room, 2.070; in clamps, 
2.050.—Rheinishe Bienenzeitung.

In a report of 1907 the well known 
bee-keeper, Kramer, says: “Since queens 
are subject to very close observation sur­
prising habits may be noticed. Fertile 
queens, after having started to lay, will 
fly out and enjoy the sunshine on the 
alighting board.—S. Wegweiser.

In the Province Brandenburg, Ger­
many, the bee-keeping industry is greatly 
assisted by the Agricultural Department. 
They arranged honey markets for Octo­
ber, November and December. Any 
member can send from 50 to 2501 lis. ol 
honey there for each market. A small 
market fee has to be paid. They have 
standard, uniform packages and juices. 
They are :

Ya lb. in glass, 80 marks (about 18c'
1 lb. in glass, 1.50 marks (about 35c).
2 lbs. in glass, 3.00 marks (70c i
3 lbs. in glass, 4.20 marks (98c'
5 lbs. in glass, 6.80 marks ($1.58).
9 lbs. in glass or tin pail, 11.75 marks 

($2.74).
Comb honey, per lb., 1.40 mark- (32c). 

—Praht. Wegweiser.
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