
The British PhurmHoop.K'ia of 1SU8 di<l not staiidnrdiM' the powdi-ml ilniir. Th.-

edition of 1914 fixe^ thi« at IW per crnt of strychnine, and prefM-ribrs the addition

of milk sugar to adjint thi» value, within a limit of ac-uracjr of K> \h'T .-ent exerss

The total solidu are fm.,,.! to vary, in these samplea. from 2-25 per iwit to 25-2«

i)er eent. These extreme ditferences do ii..t .orresiiond to the variation in iitry<-hnnu>

conte.*- the sample jfivinn only 2 2-. per eent of total solid* contain* OW jR-r cent

of gtryei.nino; whilst that fciviug 2,". ;i« per .ent solids, yielda but 1-45 |K-r «-nt of thf

alkaloid. The phannaeoiKH-al staiulanl re<i»ire-i ir.O per cent strychnine. Most "f tl..-

samples which approximate to this perccntaKC show about 14 to 16 jK-r cent tot ,1

solids It aitpears reasonable to suppose that a normal Mmple of the crude dniK.

should on definite treatment as prescribed by the pliarmacoiMa-ia, yield an extract of

approximately constant character as n^ards dissolved soli<ls. This matter requin-s

investigation.
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Alcohol of 7(> Iter cent stn-ngth is iirescribe<l; and there" can U- no suWciciil

reason for a variation in strength of from Mfi-ie to 74-32 in the finished cxtra.-t.

I Ih>k to recommend that this subject be more fully inyestigaU-d iii the near

future; and that the present report be published as Bulletin No. 342.

1 have the honour to be. Sir,

Your obedient servant.

A. M«<iILf..

Chiff Aniil>i»t.


