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afraid to advocate lier principles and her doctrines so li.r as niv
al.dity will allow mc, yet 1 do n.-t Ihink this ihr tin,,' or place IWV
either, and I shall avoid to the nlioost of mv power touchiu'r upon
the doctrines of any cliuirh of which aiiv of v..u may l.c mcTiil/crs
I make this mtrodiurtion hcf mv entering upon mV disciissjoi, •

hecause however careful 1 may have h..ci, in the .'omposition ol'
this address, and particularly of this part of it ; there mav still !„
some sentenccs,wliichyou might possibly consider aimed at'vourrcs-
|)eetive(lenoinuiati(.ns,an(l which y(Miwoul(ltlier(>torclhinkoti;.|isivc
Now I most emphatically deny introd„cii,n |,.,t any phrast, wjiicli
thought might annoy, or wound tlu^ feelings ofany'pcrson present
believe we are all I'n.testants, and therefore as" Protestants and

Uiristiaiis^we ought all to Join in endeavouring to stem that ciirrciit
ot inlidehty which if allowe<l to proceed s« itiiout check, will even
tiially bring upon this I'rovincc and this j.eople, the aierer of an
aveiigmg(;(.d. We «// ought to join in erecting such a ban'iertoits
turther ])rogrcss, as it should m-ver be able to surmount And
what so (It a l)arrier

; what so well calculated to annihilate infidelity
111 Its very bud as a sound and lil>eral education .'

The present day allcirds a striking example of what eunnin-r
imposition can do in pivying upon the minds of the ignorant and
credu ous

;
Moriuomsm lias raised her loathsome head anioiiirst

us; the absurd doctrines of a madman are makiiiir fcarliil ha\<.c
lunongst the unlettered and ignorant portion of „„,• countrvmen
and weliear with amazement and incredulity that above 200 0()()
believers have in the. last few years been added to the Mocks of the
I rophet Uh! murderous superstition

; Oh ! headlong (imatacism
iiiid blind tienzy

;
how long shall you be allowed to hold on vour

undisturbed career : How Icng shall your jriant striles^ he
allowed to pass unmjtieed, and how lony shall voii dare to sully
humanity with your pernicious do.-trines ? Edmutmn summon
your dignity Rvanon assert your sway ! and show to Americans
and the world that superstition rnvnt fall ].ef;)re you, and acknow-
ledge your supremacy.

If ignorance has thus been the cause of altering the religious
principles ot a portion of t.ur eonununity, and with.lrawing from
the tolds ot Christ, thousands to follow and believe in the tenets
ot a, penniless and ignorant adventurer

; many more has it drawn
from religmn altogether, and sent them wandering in the dark
abyss ot undehncd and interminable speculation. How anv manhowever unh'ttered and ignorant, cati follow and exult in the
d..et.rines ot infidelity, I am sureall of y.ai are at a loss to imagine
and the only solution I can give to the problem, is. that some inen
withasmatternigofe<liieation,an.i alittle versedin the technicalities
of science; havuig just learning suilicieiit to make them proud
ot their attainments,without enough to enable them to perceive theirown detieiencies, are desirou,, of setting themselves up as oracles


