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living distinct from, and independent of one another.—^All men it

Is true aru equal in the sight of God—(1) 'iod, it is ejipressly said

in Scripture is no respector of persons, i. e. Ue regards no external

or adventitious circumstances of rank, talents or fortune ; he looks

rolcly to the heart, and the poor man, who in full dependence on

his providence, and in reliance on the merits and mediatioi of

^ Jtisui Christ, fulfils the duties of his station, whatever it may b«,

I as dear in his sight, ns the Monarch on his throne.—But there

must be grades in society, as there must be {1) " hewers of wood
and drawers of water," so there must be men to direct the machtoa

of Government, and by their experience and talent to make it

work to the general good ; and when the poor with huaesly and
all proper obedience fulfil the humbler duties of their stations^

and the rich have a feeling regard towards them, and do all in their

power to improve their condition both temporal and spiritual, and

to help them on in the journey of life, whenever and wherever

they may be in difficulty and pain, the purposes of Divine Provi-

dence are answered, both are blessed in the deed, and shall at

the great day of final retribution receive their reward.—(3) " The
poor, says our Saviour, ye have always with you," thus pointing

out oor duty, and its continued obligation ; and what more noble,

more godlike than this ? to be, as it were, (4) " eyes to the blind,

and feet to the lame," (6) " to be a father of the fatlierless, and
to defend the cause of the widows ;" (6) " to feed the hungry, to

clothe the naked, to minister to the sick, to visit all who may be

in any kind of confinement or affliction" ? Such conduct, based

on the love of Christ, exercised towards his brethren for the S4ke

of Christ, and therefore proceeding from christian principles, is

declared by the Apostle St. James to be a main part of (7) ^' pure

fl) Acts 10, 84. : f2) Jo«h. 9. 21. : rS"* Mark 14. 7. : fX-\ Tnh 29 "= •

(6) mim t», 6. ; («; Matt. 25, 35, 86.'; (7) Jame'i 1,'27.
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