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MISCELLANEOUS DISCOUBSES.

upon as to convey the impression that He, by whom theworlds were made, sits in heaven, eontempliii thelnahuman aeon as an inert spectator, never makingZoperat on, m anystnct and proper sense, felt, nor at afl de-termmmg the results which come to pass; but merelvpermutmg the machine which he has s'^t np7 tr^ tscourse except in so far as its action may be'modiHed bythe uncertam pass.on, of men. If the providence of God" thus d,sall„wed by mary as a matter of theory, byW
gotten! When individuals are prosperous in their tern-
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God h d » F™''""^' " """^ ""fortunate, thatGod had sent misfortune upon them I How few, whenthe.r ch, drea grow up like olive plants around thei tableno breach happening in their nr^ber, habitually say, "Thi;mus be ascribed to the divine goodness;" or feelfoa theother hand, when the angel of death enters their door and« h .cy touch stops the beating of the pulse of life Imebeloved and joyous member of the domestic circle, "Thisi!the domg of the Lord!"

iJl'^r"'"^ 1 T ""T""' P""''^««. "hether specu-lative or practical, is little better thaa infidelity. IfScripture is to be believed, the hand of God is as certainly
to be recognised ia the events of life as ia the works ofnature. "Our God," the Psalmist writes, "is in h
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heavens, he hath done whatsoever he pleased." " Are nottwo sparrows" the Saviour said, "sold for a farthingAnd one of them shall not fall to the ground without yourheavenly Father. So likewise in our text it is affirmed
hat every thing in the world of events is made, fashioned
brought to pass, by God.
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We do not, of cou«e, doubt the invariable operation ofsecad causes, nor suppose any miraculous interference
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