
18

1 •

!:;!

mountains, covoml witl, st.ch forests, and intorscclcd with in,u,
menible branches of sucli vast rivers.

^

Supposing, that the l-^ench anny continued to extend itsc^m a hno ot equal length to that which it did when the eont-s
began (about 180 miles) and supposing it did, and that it wa'
possible It could sweep along the slu.rcs of the Daltic in ,,
CMjual k-eadth to Petersln.rgh, it would then only s/drt thedge of I „ss,a in her least populous parts; and though s|.
flight be deprived of her ports in the Baltic, ol" -neat us •

,

jor, they would cease to be so to Bonaparte, fron, the hostilitv

.

l.e Bn ish navy; and, on the other hand, allowing he puslu,
forward w.th this imposing and extcTuled line to Moscow I

was plan, he must in doing so leave the shores of the Bait,
Jiear 300 miles ou his one hand, and some of the most pop.
lous and nnldest provinces of the Russian Empire, viz. KiL
Ichenugov Novgorod, Siver.koi, Koursk, Chnrkof, Ekatari,,.
oslat am faurida, as much on the other hand, while th,K
crti e and populous provinces, the strength of Russia, wonl,

1 c St.] beyond lum, eastward to the valley of the V<,l..a. ,],..

th.re he would be removed nearly 600 miles further IVom I,",s"pphc^; and, together with a Ibnnidable force in front, woul,Have the Russian armies li'om the Danube and the soutlurprovmces o the empire, and those fron. the shores of the B,
tic, on his flanks and in his rear-which would necessarily n'l,'der Ins scheme a desperate and uncertain undertaking; a'nd
Kussia had determined, for the moment, to sacrihVe mud^
K^ther than render the whole dependent; and ii" Fronc!. cr,nmg and duplicity did not once more induce her to sheath lie'.
sword, :t was obvious that slie could scarcelv fail to coium,..,
and arrest the career of that insatiable and)iti;n which thLi'
cned the su ,,ugation of the civilised world. Her country w.
well auapted for a protracted warfurc, her population less co„.tammated with those baneful principle., which had taught tl,o her nations of Europe that any other government and autl..nty was better than their ovv.,, an<l which had done more tl,.
the power of Trance to lay Europe prostrate befbre them. If.
fore Russia was ctjual in strength and civilization to wh-.t '

at this tmic was, none ever attacked her with imptnnty, or cnn,|
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