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THE GREEN FLAG. 5

upon that March morning three Arab cLleftains— tlie

Slieik liadra of the Hadendowas, Moussa Wad Abur-
hegei; wt»o led the Berber dervishes, and Hamid Wad
Hussein, who had corne northward with liis fîghtin^

men from the land of tlie Baggaras. They had ail

three just risen from their praying-carpets, and were
peèring out, with fierce, high-nosed faces thrust forwards,

at the stretch of country revealed by the spreading
' dawn.

The red rim of the sun was pushing itself now above
the distant sea, and the whole coast-line stood out
brilliantly yellow agaiust the rich deep blue beyond.
At one spot lay a huddle of white-waUed houses, a
mère splotch in the distance; while four tiny cock-
boats, which lay beyond, marked the position of three
of Her Majesty's ten-thousand-ton troopers and the
Admiral's flagship. But it was not upon the distant
town, nor upon the great vessels, nor yet upon the
sinister white litter which gleamed in the plain beneath
them, that the-A^rab bhieftains gazed. Two miles from
where they stood, amid thesand-hiUs and the mimosa

,
scrub, a great parallelogram had been marked by piled-
up bushes. From the inside of this dozens of tiny bluc
smoke-reeks curled up into the still morning air; while
there rose from it a confused deep murmur, the voices
of men and the gruntings of çamels blended intft.tha=
same insect buzz.me insect buzz. ^^
"The unbelievers hâve cH|d their mor^^r food,"
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