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pania may be roughly defined as a county

withii whose limits lived clans more or

less related to one another. The ruler

was a lupan, and it was not strange that

the more powerful Jupans should tend

to absorb their weaker neighbors. The

successful man took the title of Grand

Jupan. Jealousy of the Grand Jupan

would lead to assassination, dethrone-

ment, and decentralization— and then

would come a repetition of the violent

and bloody story.

Another element of disorder in Serbia

was the ancient Slavonic rule that a

Jupan might be succeeded, not by his

son but by the oldest member of his

family. It was hardly to be counted

against a strong Jupan that he should

try to arrange for his son to succeed him
— yet this added to the troubles of the

Sei^bs.

A third and later cause of Serb trouble

was the Church. The Greek Emperor

and the Greek Church on the one side,

and the Roman Catholic Chuich repre-
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