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If the natural ;iJ\':inti!».-s offr.Ml by thi' port of Queb.'c, nr<j appre-

ciated as tln'V >!ioul(l 1> • by ih- p'.>pK' oT i.'uiiad.i, th' bulk of th<' trade

of onr country, and a ^n.^t put ol'th.; I iiiti-.l Stato:*, with the I'Mroppan

mark. 'ts will r>!l.» V ill.' Sunt Lawr •uo." rout.'. ! if not it will goby
N. w York, r.uston and I'ort'and.

Ni'W Yolk is now di'.? lyin^' h t iiarbor to a d -ptli of forty feet, with

a I'liiinn '1 2, "0 f • ! wid-to th • o,).';i si-a Th'- .'.stini it.'d cost on the

start was §10,000,00 i but ,n ill prob.ibiliiy it will t.ost $Ji>,000,000 b-fore

it is finislu'd.

Our s )Uth -rn n"ii;!il) >i< ar..' n )t alru'd to sp''nd inoiu^y for i)io de-

VflopiniMt of tht'ir coiniry. Last s.'ssion thi^ Uiiiti'd States fonurrcss

voti' I iilly millions of iloUar.s '!«i'iO,o.i i, i.nij, fur river and harbor iniprove-

niftits.

Kvid-'Mtly W' ni'isi b-stir ours Iv.-s if w.- want to keep p»c«« with

Ihcni.

It w I- said dnrin;;' the debate tht! the channel from Quebec to

Mo:!tre;il Would 1)-' dre{l'_d tn a depth ol thirty feet and a width of six

hundred I -et at an esliinii.il eo-t of t ivo million dollars.

1 an afraid thai lik • New York ihi> lirsi estimate is rath'r low

As a ineinb -r of th- Canadian Sieieiy of Civil Enii'ineers I am not

afraid t'( risk my r -pai iPon in saying thii to mik' an<l maintain a

channel iKji f,.ot wide and ;;0 feet d -ei) clear of (distruetim b-lwcn
Qu>'bee and Moiitr.-al ii will eost duubli' that amount,

r>nt this is noi ihe (pie^ii.iu wheili-r it is to cost two or f.ur millions,

the question is ^v'll it b • am;il • wii 'u doU'J ?

I say i)Ositiv''ly no !

Unless we hav" a d pth of 40 f'et. with th • increasini:? demand for

largi'r o.ean lr<'iif!it-carryinii' vessels, w • eannot ooinpet- with the port of

New York, and thrf trib' will ij;o there n twithstandin;^ our shortening

of ilistanci .

At a meeiimf called at the suirgestion of Hon. Mr DobtU and held at

the Quebec Harbor Commissioners rooms a few days ago, attended by our

most trustworthy pilots and other men of experience, it was admitted on

all sides, that it would only cost a fille. comparatively speaking, to have

a 40 foot chinnel of ample width from Quebec to the ocean at low tide.


