
Monday, September 94,1990
EXCAUBUR 5

ARTS

Saint Joan’s performance Holey..
~ sstk.-s-sî kskisktjk;

when ,t goes against the Estab- and to crown the Prince Dau- 
lishment, as it inevitably must, phin, the King of France. She

Abommn headstrong, illiterate and
About 600 years ago, Joan, a bearable, claiming to be the 

young peasant girl from the vil- ambassador of God 
lage of Vosges in France, heard After much persuasion, Joan

conquered the trust of the heads 
of state and church, and stood 
alongside generals of armies to 
lead their troops to victory. Even
tually, since she gained too much 
power, the politicians acted 
against her, put her on trial for 
heresy. Joan was burned at the 
stake in 1431 and cannonized in 
1920.

Bishop of Beauvais, one of the 
judges at Joan’s trial, gives a perfor- 
mance so convincing that it 
seemed as if the real Bishop had 
been transported through time 
for a cameo performance.

The stage design, consisting 
mostly of religious figures, and 
the costumes, rich in colour and 
design, tied the play together 

Bernard Shaw's play Saint thematically.
Joan, directed by Richard Shaw wonderfully presents the 
Monette, is a historical drama arguments from every side, so 
about having to be your own per- that the audience is forced to

decide whether Joan was inno
cent or quilty of heresy. At one
point in the trial, the lights in the

As one who is not particularily theatre were turned on, and each 
fond of historical dramas, I found judge addressed the audience 
the play adequate. What was tire
some about the play was having 
to keep track of who was who.
There were too many important 
characters introduced in 
limited amount of time and some 
actors played two different char
acters, which was not so much 
confusing as it was distracting.

Actress Seana McKenna’s per
formance as Joan was good; she 
played the different Joans, from 
peasant girl to soldier to accused 
heretic. It was like Educating 
Rita, where Julie Walters bril-

Saint Joan
directed by Richard Monette 
Theatre Plus Toronto

It s a plot that has been enacted 
a thousand times before in the 
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r.u SR individually, explaining and sup
porting their view of Joan At this 
point, each character became a 
lawyer and the audience a jury. 
But, what Shaw put across 
that every character, including 
Joan, firmly held to their beliefs, 
right or wrong.

The epilogue was terribly impor
tunate, deflating Joan's tragedy 
by introducing a fictitious dream 
scene where she speaks with 
those who burned herat the stake 
about 25 years before. Shaw 
noted in the programme at the 

liantly changed the voices of Rita first London production of Saint 
as her character developed intel
lectually. McKenna’s perfor
mance, however, wavered, believ
able as the tortured Joan but not 
as the soldier Joan.

n$
i1

vV Û.

a was
Part //continues, unfortunately, gist appointed to study and test 

the laughable tale of two geneti- Dakai. Together the two actors are 
caHy transmuted life forms: a successfully upstaged by the 
super-intelligent golden retriever multi-talented dog. 
named Dakai (what?) and a hybrid How embarrassing, 
monster whose only function is to Choppy editing, foolish situa- 
destroy human life. tions, and cliche after cliche add

In between naps and multiple to the overall failure of The 
visits to the washroom, the plot of Watchers II. 
the film became more and more How many times does one have 
shallow. Bouncing around from to hear, “There's something out
horror, drama, and Rambo-style there," before the next video
action, The Watchers II is enough cassette is popped in?
to make one pierce a vein. In one (of many) moronic

Marc Singer (Beastmaster) por- scenes, director Thiery Notz
trays a Marine Corps fugitive who, (who?) found it necessary to
due to amazing coincidence, is mal<e the foolish mutant have a
plummeted into “hybrid monster” ®.oft spot for stuffed animals.

Now, come on Thiery; is this what 
they taught you in film school? 

This is, however,

by Andrew Kyprianou

The Watchers II 
directed by Thierry Notz 
produced by Ive Entertainment

In 1987, video enthusiasts 
granted the opportunity of wit
nessing Dean R. Koontz’s best sel- 
ling novel, The Watchers pro
duced as a movie. Starring 
Canadian teen dream/soon to be 
rehabilitated dope junkie Corey 
Haim, the film was quickly nudged 
from the silver to small screen.

The Watchers was certainly not 
cinematically good enough or 
profitable enough to be worthy of 
a sequel. Apparently, those nice 
folks at IVE entertainment 
not deterred from producing this 
annoying sequel.

were

Joan that without such a scene, 
the play would only be sensa
tional. An individual as remarka
ble as Joan, however, who had 
faith, humour, frankness and 
guts does not need a farcical 
dream scene to trivialize the awe 
we feel for her.

The performances of the other 
actors of the ensemble were also 
adequate. Dunois, played by
Benedict Campbell, is a soldier Saint Joan, showing at Theatre 
who befriends Joan, believing in Plus Toronto until September 29, 
her as God's chosen one. is a play to catch even if it disap-

Craig Davidson who played the points at times.

country. Aided by the golden 
retriever, the two set out on a jour
ney that draws in actress Tracy 
Scoggins — the animal psycholo-

were
one good 

thing about The Watchers II —the 
fast forward button.
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Serving Canadians 

at Home and Abroadm
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" " :’4' f The people who work for External Affairs and 
International Trade Canada enjoy careers with 

constant challenges and broad frontiers. By 
working on a wide variety of assignments at home 

and abroad, they qain experience that enhances their 
professional development and opens national and 
international doors. We encourage applications from 
women, aboriginal peoples, members of visible 
minority groups and persons with disabilities.

If you are a Canadian citizen and have completed 
university degree in any discipline, or will have 
completed one by the end of June, 1991, why not 
submit an application form and take the tests for the 
Foreign Service? The application deadline is 
October 12, 1990. and the tests will be held on 
ÛÇ.tobçr 2Q.. 1990 in every Canadian city which has a 
university campus. To obtain an application form or 
more information on the tests and a career as a 
Foreign Service Officer, call the office of the Public 
Service Commission of Canada nearest you 
campus employment centre.

A Foreign Service Officer will be on campus during 
the 1st week of October to talk about a career in the 
Department. For details, contact your campus 
employment centre.

The Department is interested in recruiting from a 
wide variety of academic disciplines, so students 
from all faculties are invited and encouraged to 
attend.

Come and find out more about the possibilities that 
await you!

Ces renseignements sont aussi disponibles en 
français.
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Tîiey were 
the perfect coopte, 
buying the 
perfect house, 
until o perfect stranger 
moved into their lives.
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STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT A SELECT THEATRE NEAR YOU.
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