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GIORNO Lee Lorch is finally recognized after 

25 years of civil rights activism
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By JULIAN BELTRAME 
In September of 1957, Grace Lorch 

rescued a 15-year old black girl from 
state troopers and a jeering crowd 
blocking her entrance to a white high 
school, in Little Rock, Arkansas. The act 
of heroism brought her national at
tention and cost her husband, Lee Lorch, 
his job as mathematics professor in the’ 
town’s university.

It was not the first time Lee Lorch had 
been dismissed by an American univer
sity for civil rights actions, initiated by 
either he or his wife. He had been 
dismissed by New York City College,
Penn State, Fisk University and Phil
ander Smith University, and finally 
blackballed out of America.

All of which makes his recent award 
more than just satisfying, but a vindica
tion of his past.

The York University mathematics 
professor was presented with a unique 
award, a plaque from Howard Univer
sity, in Washington, recently, for 

exemplary courage and personal 
sacrifice in the struggle for human 
rights”, at the opening of a new 
mathematics wing at Howard Univer
sity, a black university in Washington,

The wing will make Howard the first 
black university to offer a Ph.D. 
programme in mathematics, and it was 
only fitting that Lorch, whose black 
students while he was at Fisk were the s 
first black Americans ever to obtain a 1 
Ph.D. in mathematics, be invited as the 5 
main lecturer at the event. 1
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There is nothing more humbling than 
coming to grips with one’s self. After 
keeping it a secret from myself, from 
friends and relatives, the truth is finally 
out of the bag. Oh, the sleepless nights 
spent agonizing over the possible side ef
fects of my revelations.

Of course, I will be ostracized from the 
peer group. No more invitations to par
ties, no more friends, no more respect.

But I can’t take it no more. It must be 
admitted openly. Yes, it’s true, I went to 
see The Marajan Bayer Dance Company 
and enjoyed every leap, piroutte and 
arabesque.
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SLEEK WOMEN
The correlation of motion to sound was 

impressive. The stage was laden with 
sleek, slender women ‘complete with all 
their physical attributes’ garbed in skim
py leotards moving with the grace of a 
butterfly. The men, also in leotards, slight 
but muscular, waited nonchalantly for 
the women to throw themselves into their 
arms.

Perfection is a perfectly timed lunge 
and an equally well-timed catch. A gust of 
muted laughter arose from the dance 
whiz-kid sitting next to me. “He almost 
dropped her,” she said. “No dancer who 
considers himself good ever drops his par
tner, she added, obviously from ex
perience. Being a novice, I didn’t mind. In 
any case, the music was particularly 
stirring. J

York mathematics professor Lee Lorch holding up plaque.

Europe, fascism grew as the reply of big 
business to the economic crisis There 
were many in my generation who wan
ted to change the oppression and racism 
that existed.”

He would argue that little has changed 
m tile interval. A1 tough racism in his 
native United States is not as prevelant, 
he does not doubt it exists, nor, as was 
the case in the days of McCarthy, that 
racism is imposed by the powerful, not 
by the powerless.

I would think so,” he says when 
asked if this is a conscious act of the 
rich, “they don’t give up that easily.”

Having been in Canada 16 years, 
Lorch finds that although racism north 
of the 49th parallel doesn’t exist quite to 
the level that it did in the south, it is still 
very much with us.
“I’ve been disturbed by Canada’s 

recent immigration policies,” he ex
plains. It looks like they (the govern
ment) are trying to blame the unem
ployment situation on immigrants.”

The more things change, the 
they stay the same.

MUSTN’T SHAKE

shouid show them how to execute an ara
besque, the dance whiz-kid continued.

What’s an arabesque?
The second number was a modified 

square-dance routine. It stirred my rustic 
blood. Banjos and harmonicas do it to me 
every time. “The lead dancer is pretty 
good,” my friend commented. “Of course 
she is,” I replied, “she’s wearing a dif
ferent coloured dress, isn’t she?”

The third number admittedly was a 
tnfle corny. “Too repetitive,” opined the 
kid. God are they lousy,” she said to no- 
one m particular, or so I thought.

LIGHTS FADE
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The lights fadded, the last strains of 
Emererson, Lake and Palmer’s Bolero 
died out. “Ah, at last, the entertainment! 
er, I mean the intermission,” I said in my 
usual tongue-tied manner. “Let’s get
somej-efreshments, I really enjoyed the m __________ _
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