China

through
photography

by J. Meijer

Ruts left on my body
By the reversed wheels of history.
— Car Kun

China. Everything about ii
breathes antiquity, mystery, vast-
ness, diversity.

Japanese freelance photo-
grapher Hiroji Kubato decided he
was going to record this enor-
mous and diverse China, all of ir.
The result of his efforts 1s an
incredible exhibition of photo-
graphs showing all facets of
China — the real China.

China has a 4000-year recorded
history, a population of more
than one billion people, more
than 55 minority nationalities,
and a land area of 9.6 million
square kilometres. And it is virtu-
ally unkown to the Western
world.

Art centre director

Kubato himself has said,
knew perfectly well I was bung
arrogant. I wanted to spend at
least five years covering China. . .

I wanted to wvisit all the
provinces.”

But Kubato, however arrogant,
was successful in his mission.
Despite cumbersome Chinese
bureaucracy, he travelled to 21
provinces and obtained access 1o
places previously barred to for-
eigners — the Guilin Mountains;
the modern hydroelectric dam on
the Yellow River; the New Years’
festival at Jokhang Temple in
Tibet, where worshippers were
allowed for the first rime in more
than 20 years since the Dalai
Lama fled.

From 1979 10 1984 Kubato doc-
umented the country by film,
recording some of the enormous
changes the country has under-

resigns

gone in the aftermarh of the Cul-
tural Revolution and the death of
Mao Tse-Tung. During those six
vears he took more than 200,000
photos, from which fewer than
100 have been selected for the
exhibirtion.

The photos are very powerful
and vivid, not only for their size

Cohn lacks funding

by Lisa Clifford

A recent announcement by
Culrure and Tourism Minister
Brian Young has alarmed many
at the Dalhousie Arts Centre. The
proposed review of funding
prompted the resignation of cen-
tre director Murray Farr who
complained of a serious lack of
funding for many proposed
programs.

Dalhousie University has run
operations within the Rebecca
Cohn for the last eighteen years
which is the only such facility in
the metro area. The center, how-
ever, is heavily subsidized by the

nrovincial government which
provides 70 million annually to
operate its academic and com-
munity service programs.

Over the last eighteen months
the centre has been engaged in
negotiations with the govern-
ment and hope that they will take
on the responsibility for its opera-
tion. It is reported that they are
making ‘“good progress”  but
unless subsidies are received for
1989-90 the centre may be in a
difficult situation.

Many in the community are
concerned about the situation
and Young has promised thar his
department is looking into the
problem even though they pro-
vide no direct funding for the cen-

tre. Says Young, “‘I've asked the
people in cultural affairs and the
deputy ministrer to look at a
number of options."”

Halifax City Council is also
interested in rhe future of the cen-
tre. Ward 1 Alderman Deborah
Grant has expressed concern over
the fate of the centre.
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On China: Cormorant ing in Drizzle, Guilin

— some are murals — but for
their diversity. The personality of
the subjects is expressed, with the
result that the photographs
become animate, not inanimate.
Of course, just the contents of the
photographs alone vary greatly
from one another. Perhaps the
closest thing that the photos
could be compared to would be
those photos found in National
Geographic. Yet this exhibition
is much more powerful than an
entire syllabus of Geographic
magazines would ever be.

There are only rwo drawbacks
to the exhibition: that there aren’t
more photos to be displayed, and
that the photos don't have any
written description with them.
The images are awesome, but
there is a desire to know more
about what they mean, or when
they were taken.

Hiroji Kubota has also written
a book, China: Hiroji Kubato,
which offsets both of these draw-

PHOTO BY: Hiroji Kubota

backs, and a glance at the gallery
copy is very worthwhile. (The
book is sold for over $60.00)

The photos are displayed at the
Art Gallery of Nova Scona, the
last of four stops 1n the Canadian
leg of its international r1our.
Unfortunately, the exhibit will
only be here until January 29, but
I strongly recommend everyone
1o see it while it is still here.

Kubota has said, ‘‘People
around the world are now focus-
ing on the future of China, which
will be closely interrelated with
our own. For this reason, we
should strive to know and under-
stand China berter.” His photo
collection certainly adds a new
dimension to the Western percep-
rion of China, and is unquestion-
ably successful in doing what
Kubota had hoped: serving as an
incentive’ for people to visit
China and see the country with
their own eyes.
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Promotion of the Year

Hula Hooping on the Waterbed!
Every Thursday Night

Cash prizes Weekly and a
Waterbed given away Monthly

This Saturday’s matinee Jan. 28
Bruce Vickery Band

Sat Jan. 28 3 pm.

Lip Sync Contest
Cash Prizes to be Won. Contestants register at Jaguars

STILL IN THE DARK AGES?

Let US turn on the light!

THE BEST QUALITY, LOW LOW PRICES. . .
® 5.25” GOLDSTAR DSDD Disks

e 5.25” WABASH DSDD Disks
e 5.25” Generic AT Disks

e V-20 Chips, 8 Mhz (PC/XT speedup)

e 256k RAM chips
® Printer Cables, 10 ft

® Printer Cables (EPSON brand, 6 ft)

e Surge Power Bar, 6 outlets

e M2 Mouse (MS compatible) w/ DR HALO

e Joystick w/games disk

e X 800, 180 cps w/LQ PRINT utility

24 pin quality at a 9 pin price

e DELTA TTL T/S 127 Amber Monitor

1000 line high resolution
e DELTA XT systems from
e DELTA XT systems from

e HEWITT RAND XT systems from
e With Student L.D., while they last —

* pC RESOURCE magazine has given DELTA computers their highest rating, in their two year PC study. All compuler system.
include a one year national service agreement through XER OX, for fast professional local service.

9.90/box
8.99/box
17.99/box
29.99 ea
$ CALL §
11.48 ea
12.48 ea
26.51 ea
79.99 ea
29.99 ea
299.99 ea

119.99 ea

1299.00 ea*

2299.00 ea*
1199.00 ea

$1049.

5184 Sackville St. 420- 9543

R

ATLANTIC DIRECT
Computer Outlet

VISA-MC-LEASING WE SHIP ANYWHERE

5554 Sullivan St.,
Halifax, N.S.
902-420-1970

(Between Illseville & Gottingen
south of Young)
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