by David Lutes for CKDU

Colour by Numbers is sure to
secure Culture Club’s position as
the music industry’s next big
thing. Their wonderful mixture of
soul, light weight funk, and pure
pop is the perfect vehicle for one
of the most exciting and beauti-
ful instruments in pop today -Boy
George’s voice. And the Boy
knows how to use it. Unlike
much of the new music emerg-
ing from Britain, Boy George
seems unafraid to let emotion
creep into his voice.

Whereas Kissing to be Clever,
the Club’s first album, was filled
with island-calypso sounds,
Colour by Numbers owes a
heavy debt to Motown. From the
occasional gospel overture to the
vocal interplay between the Boy
and the wonderful Helen Terry,
the influence is obvious. The
change seems to have its origin
in the secret single at the end of
Kissing. But on Colour, the seed
has taken root and grown.

Side One opens with “Karma
Chameleon”, an up-beat song of
love and confusion with some

neat harmonica parts. The next
cut, “It’s a Miracle”, sounds like
something from an old Gladys
Knight album, but twice as nice.
On “Black Money” we receive
our first hint of the range of pos-
sibilities for Boy George and
Helen Terry. The band lays a
beautiful quiet background for a
duel between the two voices.
The love-struck lyrics that the
Boy sinks into are counter-
pointed by the sassy gospel wail
of Terry to create an impression
of the depth of the song.
“Changing Every Day” slows
things down and helps set up the
lovely hymn-like “That’s the
Way”.

“Church of the Poison Mind”,
the first single on the North
American charts, opens Side Two
on a jump-up note. “Miss Me
Blind” is a synth-pop dance cut
that hearkens back to the sounds
of “Kissing to be Clever”. The
dark “Mister Man” is pointed at
the ugly street tough and is
brought alive with the bright
horn section of Steve Grainger
and Terry Bailey. “Storm Keeper”
is simply a slowed-down version
of “Miss Me”. The album closes
with “Victims”, which at first
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sounds like some smaltzy Lionel
Ritchie remake. But the differ-
ence is that Boy George can put
intelligence and passion into the
superior lyrics of the song and
the band plays with feeling and
not just for effect.

It may sound like the Culture
Club is simply a showcase for Boy
George. In fact it is far from it.
Though the Boy would surely
brighten any group he touched,
it is the solid support of the rest
of the Club that makes the com-
bination click. With guitarist Roy
Hay, drummer lan Moss and bas-
sist Mickey Craig sharing in the
song-writing, the album is defi-
nitely a group effort.

When Colour by Numbers was
released in Britain this year it
entered the charts at Number
One. Though | doubt the Club
will see the success of their Brit-
ish endeavours repeated in
music-conservative North Amer-
ica, they will still make quite an
impression. Not only is Culture
Club one of the best new bands
around, but Boy George has also
created a sensation with his
romantic androgyny and a fasci-
nation with the secrets that he
has yet to answer.
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D.J’'s CAFE

is a superb spot for early morning

muffins, hearty lunches and tempt-
ing afternoon desserts.

Spring Garden Rd., Halifax

(next to Mills Bros.)
Now open ‘till 11 p.m.
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For appointment and information call

423-7089 422-3946

5163 South St., Halifax

THE DAL DISPATCH

All societies interested in appear-
ing in the Dispatch must submit
info to Cheryl in the Council
Office by Fridays prior to publica-
tion dates.

SKI FEBRUARY 19-26
MT. STE. ANNE  SUGARLOAF

bus DU

5 nites hotel 5 nites hotel
5 breakfasts 5 breakfasts
5 days ski-lifts .& 5 dinners

- Bdays ski-lifts
from $379 (quad)
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