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The Federal Government, however,
has committed itself to oil and gas
exploration and production.
Consequently, the government is
presently pursuing with irresponsible
haste a grand ''Mackenzie Valley
Corridor" concept which includes an
all-weather highway to the Arctic Ocean
and a pipeline right of way. This rapid
encroachment on the land which is the
subject of treaty number 8 is totally
unjustified considering that the legal right
to the land still remains with the Indian
people. By the same token the granting of
exploration permits over the Arctic
islands and water blatantly disregards
Inuit rights.

Of greatest urgency is the
establishment of a procedure for
considering the Mackenzie Valley
proposals. As the government boasts,
such a project represents one of the
largest capital investments ever
undertaken by industry anywhere in the
world.

The most immediate concern is the
excessive speed with which the federal
government seeks to solicit and process a
pipeline application before ail interested
persons will have an opportunity to
present their views and influence the final
decision.

It is essential that hearings be
held to consider all aspects of the pipeline
proposals at an early stage before large
sums of money have been invested and
the project has gained such momentum
that no rational consideration of the
merits will be permitted.

For the pessimist, this stage has
already been reached. Nevertheless, the
proposed northern gas pipeline could be
used to establish decision-making
procedures that could lead to a rational
system of consultation for all future
northern development projects.

Implementation of such a procedure
[of public hearings] , in the pipeline case,
would necessitate substantial revisions to
the Northern Inland Waters Act and the
National Energy Board Act. Conceivably,
a comprehensive hearing structure could
be established under the Territorial Lands
Act having application to all development
proposals.

The important aspect is that all
northerners and southerners should have
an opportunity to influence the course of
northern development and derive benefit
from it. The attitude of the public in the
south is a crucial factor in aiding native
northerners,in particular to alter the
course of northern development in a
beneficial way.

Financing the Mackenzie highway
and pipeline will also create enormous
problems for this country. The road,
alone, is to cost several billions to be
drawn from the public treasury and the
Canadian taxpayer. The highway's
primary purpose is to facilitate
construction and then maintenance of the
pipeline which in turn is designed to help
meet the energy crisis in the United
States-not Canada.

But the economic cost of this road to
Canada wIl be massive.

Billions of government funds will be
diverted from housing, hospitals, or
industrial incentives to build this oilman's
freeway.
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billions will have to come from private
Canadian or American sources. If the
Americans were to finance the project a
key transportation artery would be
con trolled by foreign interests
unconcerned with Canadian priorities for
arctic development. In addition such a
massive inflow of American capital would
push the value of the Canadian dollar
higher. As a result, our exports would be
less competitive on the world market and
Canada would lose industrial production
and jobs.

If the other alternative was followed
and the pipeline was financed in Canada,
there would still be serious problems.
This project would use a huge chunk of
the available Canadian capital for a
project which would not add to the
industrial potential of Canada. We do not
need these energy resources yet, hence, it
would be an unproductive use of capital
in terms of Canadian needs. The project
would spark a temporary construction
boom but most of the skilled labour and
all the heavy equipment would be
imported.

Ecologists have also warned of great
problems which will be triggered by this
road and pipeline. They will be built
across permafrost which may gradually
melt and become unstable.

Engineers can ornly guess at the
effects as yet and it will be several years
until serious estimates can be made.
Faulty construction techniques or
unstable foundations could lead to
recurring breaks in the line with oil spills
or gas emissions.

In addition, the primary benefit is for
those international petroleum giants who
hold huge land leases in the Canadian
arctic. By exploiting now they can gain
cash income and profits in the United
States market for the capital invested in
Canada. If these energy reserves were
developed more slowly it would help to
keep Canadian prices down for future
decades.

Therefore, for reasons of ecology, the
native peoples and finance, the Canadian
government must stop the Mackenzie
Valley Energy Corridor (road and
pipeline) until Canadian needs require
such energy and Canada can finance the
project easily from internal sources.


