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play. The scelle of the draina is the
îransvaal, which has I urnished a dis-
mal background for both novelists
anud playwrights. The strongest stuft
that lias corne out of South Mfrica is
'IIThe Story of an Airican Faim" and
iu plot and atmnosphere "The Shula-
mnite"l appears to be a dramatic com-
panion for Olive Schreiner's sombre
book. The Boer fariner who beats bis
wife must be npleasaut dramatic
material. The muscderer lias more or
less of dignity, througli the very mag-
nitude of his crime ; but the wile-
beater suggests the sordidness of the
police court and the hysterics of a
domestic "scene"

Miss Ashwell, it is said, will take
tliree American plays to 1ýngland.
Two of thern are mianuscript plays
that have flot been produced, and thIe
third is the drama "Clothes," by
Channing ]Pollock and Avery Hap-
Wood.

The coming competition at Ottawa
for the trophy offered by Ris ii<xcel-
Iency for drainatic and muslcai'1Qro-
ducti ons is exciting general iuterest
throughout the Dominion, althougii
the East 13 naturally more affected
than the provinces beyonid MVaitooa.
It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-
Governor, who, is to act as arbiter
when two or more societies wish to
represent any particular capital, wilI
flot be called uîpon to exercÎse the ju-
dicial function lu sucli a critical con-
nection. It ight create mucli more
"fleeling" than a political deadlock.

t'The Ciugalee" and "A Country
Girl" are two of the holiday produc-
tions which have ýshed a seaSonable
brightness. The latter, especiaily,
shows what .a musical play eau be
aud atones for sucli impossible affaira
as. "The Isle of Spice" and "Comiu
Thro' the Rye." "A Country Girl"
and "tThe Yankee Consul" are thc
best musical comedies that Canada
lias seen and heard. With gratitude
for a grace so seldom granted, we re-
cognise a production that lias WittY
lyries, r"al tunes, briglit dialogue, and
a genuine plot, which is an assertion
not to be made about one musical
comedy in a thousand. "A Country
Girl" lias made several visits to Cani-
ada but can hardly come too often.

Among the new works to >be pro-
duced at the coming concerts of thc
Mendelssohin Choir is one of national
interest. The words are by the Hon.
Judge Routhier, and the music by the
late Calixta Lavallce, a Frencli-Cana-
diau composer. Dr. T. B. Richaraison
lias set to the ]&nglish version an a--
tistic. choral arrangemnent in cigit
parts which is said to be Inost im-
pressive. -The music lias been a fea-
turc of the inassed bands' performn-
ances at our militia encampinents.
'This hymn, "Canada," is one of our
noblest native productions.

A llarrowlng Experience
Mrs. Langtry saîd of the lunpleasant

and impertinent -uestions that, under
the new custoins rides, bail been put
to lier on lier la*iding lu America :
"Thcy reminded me of that lawycr's
bil which is somnetixues quoted to,
show what a. lawyer, at bis worst,
cmn bc. I don't remeniber ail the
bill's items, but two of thein were:,

" To wakinfr Up in the ilit and
thinking abot your case, 57.50.'

II"To dining with you after tic case
was bast, 5'

NEWS BOYS

We want bright boys in every town
in Canada to seli the Canadian Courier
on the streets, amnong mierchants,
along residential thoroughfares, at the
factories, and wherever they have
friends. If you want to make lots of
money and at the saine time represent
the brightest paper in Canada, write
at once to the Circulation Departmrent.
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