play. The scene of the drama is the
Lransvaal, which has furnished a dis-
mal background for both novelists
and playwrights. The strongest stufl
that has come out of South Africa is
‘“The Story of an African Farm’' and
in plot and atmosphere ‘‘The Shula-
mite’’ appears to be a dramatic com-
panion for Olive Schreiner’s sombre
book. The Boer farmer who beats his
wife must be unpleasant dramatic
material. The murderer has more or
less of dignity, through the very mag-
nitude of his crime; but the wile-
beater suggests the sordidness of the
police court and the hysterics of a
domestic ‘‘scene.”

Miss Ashwell, it is said, will take
three American plays to kngland.
Two of them are manuscript plays
that have not been produced, and the

third is the drama ‘‘Clothes,” by
Channing Pollock and Avery Hap-
wood.

The coming competition at Ottawa
for the trophy offered by His Ixcel-
lency for dramatic and musicair \ro-
ductions is exciting general interest
throughout the Dominion, althougn
the East is naturally more affected
than the provinces beyond Manitooa.
It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-
Governor, who is to act as arbiter
when two or more societies wish to
represent any particular capital, will
not be called upon to exercise the ju-
dicial function in such a critical con-
nection. It might create much more
‘““feeling”’ than a political deadlock.

“The Cingalee” and “A Country
Girl” are two of the holiday produc-
tions which have shed a seasonable
brightness. 7The latter, especially,
shows what a musical play can be
and atones for such impossible affairs
as ‘“The Isle of Spice’” and ‘‘Coming
Thro’ the Rye.” “A Country Girl”
and ‘“The Yankee Consul’’ are the
best musical comedies that Canada
has seen and heard. With gratitude
for a grace so seldom granted, we re-
cognise a production that has witty
lyrics, real tunes, bright dialogue, and
a genuine plot, which is an assertion
not to be made about one musical
comedy in a thousand. ‘A Country
Girl” has made several visits to Can-
ada but can hardly come too often.

Among the new works to 'be pro-
duced at the coming concerts of the
Mendelssohn Choir is one of national
interest. The words are by the Hon.
Judge Routhier, and the music by the
late Calixta Lavallee, a French-Cana-
dian composer. Dr. T. B. Richarason
has set to the Knglish version an ar-
tistic choral arrangement in eight
parts which is said to be most im-
pressive. The music has been a fea-
ture of the massed bands' perform-
ances at our militia encampments.
This hymn, ‘‘Canada,’” is one of our
noblest native productions.

<
A Harrowing Experience

Mrs. Langtry said of the unpleasant
and impertinent ~uestions that, under
the new customs rules, had been put
to her on her landing in America :
“They reminded me of that lawyer's
bill which is sometimes quoted to
show what a lawyer, at his worst,
can be. I don’t remember all the
bill’s items, but two of them were :

“ ‘To wakine up in the night and
thinking about your case, $7.50.

* “To dining with you after the case
was lost, $5.°

.
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NEWS BOYS|

|

We want bright boys in every town
in Canada to sell the Canadian Courier
on the streets, among merchants,
along residential thoroughfares, at the
factories, and wherever they have
friends. If you want to make lots of
money and at the same time represent
the brightest paper in Canada, write
at once to the Circulation Department.

CANADIAN COURIER

81 Victoria Street - Toronto, Ontario

RUBBER BELTING RUBBER HOSE

Highest Grade for Every Purpose. All Kinds. To Do Any Work.

PACHKRINGS AND VALVES
For Every Grade of Service.
We Make and Sell * Everything in Rubber.”

Rubber Clothing, Special Moulded Goods,
Druggist’s Rubber Sundries.

The Canadian Rubber Co.
of Montreal, Limited.

“LEADERS AND ORIGINATORS "

Bales Branches and Warehouses :
40 Dock 8t. - 8t. John, N.B. 1556 Grranville St. -
Imperial Bank Building, St. James St. -
Front and Yonge Sts. -
« 89 Princess St. - Winnipeg, Man.
Dewdney 8t. - Regina, Sask. 408 Cordova 8t. - Vancouver, B.C.
Wharf 8t. - Victoria, B.C.

Write us when planning for
purchases of RUBBER GOODS.

Halifax, N.S.
Montreal, P.Q.
Toronto, Ont.

Alberta Block - Oalgary, Alta.

MARK OF QUALITY

D. LORNE McGIBBON,
Vice-President and Managing Director.

ATIONAL~TRUST-
COMPANY-~LIMITED.

18~22 KING ST.E. TORONTO.

CAPITAL $1,000,000
ASSETS UNDER ADMINISTRATION $9.400.000

RESERVE $400,000

ACTS AS— AFFORDS ITS CLIENTS—
Executor and Trustee 1. Security.
under Will, 2. Business Management.

8. Prompt Investment of Trust Funds,




