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time to time it will drive the flies to the
window where they may be killed or
liberated. 1f possible there should be
& kitchen outshed to every country
house and this should be carefully
screened, with a screen door between
it and the kitchen, so that the flies will

_mneed to encounter two barriers against
their ‘admission to the house.

One of the most effective methods for
keeping flies from the dining table dur-
ing meal-time is the winding apparatus
that revolves two paddles in the center
of the board. Even a hibernating fly
that may remain indoors throughout
the winter cannot get used to this con-
trivance. I have seen one of elaborate
home-made construction hung near the
ceiling that was almost two-thirds its
area. It revolved very slowly and there
were but one or two flies in the room.
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Wells as Barometers

On many farms in Nebraska and cer-
tain other states of the Middle West
are wells that give warning of the ap-
proach of storms by blowing. A few
years ago, when these wells—variously
known as blowing, breathing, roaring,
singing, weather, whistling and baro-
metric wells—were first reported, they
were viewed with a good deal of scep-
ticism by scientific men who had not
actually observed their singular proper-
ties. They have now been investigated
by the United States Geological Survey
and the Geological Survey of Nebraska,
and most of the stories concerning them
have been fully confirmed.

Prof. Edwin H. Barbour, in an offi-
cial report on this subject, states that
reports of such wells have come in from
about twenty counties in Nebraska dis-
tributed pretty evenly over the state,
chiefly south of the Platte. The infor-
mation 'is derived from land-owners,
farmers, well-diggers, clergymen, princi-
pals of schools, civil engineers, and col-
lege students whose fathers own wells
of this sort, and their accounts have
been verified by the professor’s personal
observations. There are periods when
for several days in succession the wells
blow out, and others when the air is
drawn in. This is tested with the flames
of candles, and by dropping paper, chaff,
feathers, and so forth, into the casing.
In one instance the current passing out
through a knot-hole in the cover of the
well was strong enough to lift a hat
several feet into the air. - Sometimes
the whistling of the air escaping through
the planks or pipes can be heard for
several rods; at other times the cur-
rent is strong enough to operate small
whistles whose sound is so loud that it
may be heard for a mile or more. Often
only a dull roaring sound is heard as the
air rushes through the casing, or bub-
bles through the water. In some com-
munities all such wells are readily dis-
tinguished at a distance by the mound
of earth heaped up round the curbing
and pump to check the escaping wind.
Frequently, in winter, they are banked
up with snow instead. This soon be-
comes melted and riddled by numerous
blowholes.

Long before their mode of operation
was explained the blowing of these wells
was regarded by the farmers as an in-
dication of a change in the weather. It
was also noticed that the blowing was
most pronounced when the wind blew
from certain directions. These wells
are simply large barometers, responding
to changes in atmospheric pressure.
When the pressure is low, the tension
on the air inclosed in the well and in
the subterranean cavities with which
probably these wells always communi-
cate, is reduced, and part of this air
forces its way out. It is not likely that
the small amount of air contained in
the well itself could produce a notice-
able effect of this kind, and this is the
reason why the phenomenon is not more
common. If, however, the well serves
as an orifice for an extensive under-
ground cavity or porous stratum con-
ticuous to it, the interaction between
the upper and lower air would fully ac-
count for the effects observed. Prob-
ably, however, another process is some-
times involved. A general rise in the
level of a sheet of underground water,
whether caused by fluctuations in the
barometric pressure or otherwise, would
force the subterranean air lying above

it to escape violently from the few ori-

fices such as wells, in an otherwise im-
pervious stratum of the soil. Never-
theless, it seems likely that a change in

barometric pressure is direc or in-
directly, the usual cause of the phen-
omenon. '

\, Clouds, rain and stormy winds are
the accompaniments of what meteorolo-
gists call. lows—the areas of reduced
barometric pressure that move across
the country in a general direction from
west to east at a rate of several hun-
dred miles a day. When a low is ap-
proaching, the barometer falls; in other
words, the air is not able to hold the
column of mercury so high in the bar-
ometer tube as usual. The same diminu-
tion in the downward pressure of the
atmosphere allows air to escape from
a blowing well. On the other hand,
clear skies usually accompany an area
of high barometric pressure—technically
called a high—and when one of these
areas draws near, the air is sucked into
the well.

_ An ordinary deep well does not freeze
in cold weather, for the air at great
depths, when stagnant maintains a
fairly equable temperature. In a blow-
ing well, however, during the prevalence
of a high the air is sucked down, and
causes these walls to freeze at such re-
markable depths as 80 or even 120 feet
below the surface.
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Telling a Sheep’s Age

The age of sheep cannot be told with
so much certainty as can that of horses.
Both are estimated by the teeth, which
vary with feeds and other conditions.
Sheep have the temporary, or milk,
teeth and, Jater the permanent teeth.
The latter can be easily told by their
larger size and white color. The mouth
of the sheep is much like that of the
cow so far as the arrangement of the
incisors is concerned, neither having in-
cisors in the upper jaw bone. There are
eight teeth shown when the lips of the
animal are opened for examination.
The lamb is often born with the mid-
dle pair of milk teeth already showing.

At an approximate age of fifteen
months the middle pair of milk teeth
is replaced by the first pair of perma-
nent teeth. These are twice as broad
and easily recognized. The succeeding
pairs of permanent teeth appear at in-
tervals of approximately eleven months
following the appearance of the initial
ones. When they are.all up and wear-
_ing there is little change for a time, but
as the animal grows older they shrink
away from each other and become nar-
rower, exposing considerable space by
the eighth or tenth years.
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Drilling Oats

Drilling oats showed a yearly gain
of 3.9 bushels per acre over broadcast-
ing at the Illinois station. The figure
is the average result from three sep-
arate fields for three years. Kansas sta-
tion reports a yearly increase of 53
bushels for seven years in favor of drill-
ing. Ontario station shows that yields
have been increased four bushels yearly
for three years by drilling. These in-
creases in yield are due to the drill which
covers the grain well with moist fine
earth, and the discs cultivate the soil.
The root systems become firmly estab-
lished when the grain is planted to a
proper depth—F. H. Decaree, Missouri
Station.
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“This is the fifth time you have been
brought before me,” said the judge,
severely.

“Yes, your Honor,” smiled the offend-
er. “When I like a feller I like to give
him all my business. You see—”

“Sixty days,” roared the judge.

When & group of visitors was going
through the county jail recently a burly
negro trusty was called to open doors
and perform other similar duties for
the visitors.

“How do you like it in here?” one of
them asked.

“Like it? Lawd, if evah Ah gets

out o’ heah, I'll go so fer frum town

FIVE FINE
VEGETABLES

- New Cérdinal Globe Beet

The most desirable variety up to date
Lb. $2.00, ¥ Ib. 75¢, oz. 25c, pkt. ...... 10¢

New Early Cabbage

COPENHAGEN MARKET.— Undoubtedly
without a rival as the finest round -headed
Cabbage in cultivation. :

K1b. $4.00, 0z. $1.50, pkt..seeeeserscsecs J0G

Montreal Musk Melon
True DECARIE Selected Strain.—X oz. $1.00,
Pkt. (with special cultural instructions): ... 28¢

A New Garden Pea FgmNe

RICHARD SEDDON.—We can say with con-
fidence that there is no better all-round early
variety than this. By express or mail, at buyt ~'s
expense, 101bs. $3.00, 1b. 35¢; by mail, postag»
paid, 1b. 40c, X 1b. 18c, pkt..cceacoeneess 10

A NEW EARLY TOMATO
Rennie’s “ Ninety Day ™

This northern-grown strain of Tomato is un-
doubtedly the very best earliest scarlet-fruited
Tomato. Oz. 80c, ¥ 0z. 50¢, pktsceseiss: 1B

ASK FOR OATALOQUE '@
— N R

Address Order to Nearest Office— ¢ <

RENNIE’S ‘S*’EE}DS

, TORONTO WINMIBEG: -
RICHARD SEDDON PEA MONTREAL vmm %
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STANDARD ||
Gas Engine Oil
oy e ey

Keeps its at high temperatures,
Equally good for external be:enl:g!.

GRANITE]||
Harvester Oil

A heavy, short-cut oil for farm machin-
ery. Insures the least possible friction
and wear. Moisture and changes of tem-
perature do not affect it. | i

El Dorado Castor Machine Oil Mica Axle G I [
Capitol Cylinder Qil Silver o Star Eumm"“ Kerosene
Thresher Hard Oil Imperial Motor Gasoline

Stock carried at 300 tank and warehouse
stations in Western For addresses,
price lists, etc., write any agency. :

THE IMPERIAL OIL COMPANY, Limited"

Main Office:

WINNIPEG

it'll take $9 to sen’ me a postal-card.”

Regina, Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, Calgary,
Edmonton, Lethbridge, Vancouver
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