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Winnipeg, April, 1915 The Western Home iWonthly

Robert Williamns, A.B.

(Pi. illiants, A.B., wvlîo servcd five
vears in. the Riiva.l Navv, and spent thte
lnsýt tlîrî'e years in Witîîîpeg as an cmi-
plo vee of the T. Eaton Co., ,ends thme fol-
]bNviltg înterestiiig an(l thrilliitg letter tii
bis brother lucre.

Phu e da vs after the declaration of
ýwar. !NIr. Williamts, wh vioras a native of
Belfast,icI t 'Winnipeg ta rcjoin " sold
shlip.)

bîst Snnday morning hcading for our
eoast ou another littie raid, but as soon
as th(-y sa%%- us they turncd about, antî
uuade off at full speed for hoite. We
(four battle crîlisurs, attd soute lilît
cruisers andd (estroyers) made ai ter
thent, antd oîîr boat beittg the fastest of
thîe bunîcli it-as given orders ta find out
thie strî'îîgÏtlhanîd formation of thîcet-
emy. We got to %vitlîin four milea-of
tlteitt, îvlîuîtlîeY suiileily opened fire
on us, and aus 'tic tal al the informa-
tion wc -%vanted theit we ttrîted tail antd
reported to aur fla-ship. It was a splen-
did sighit ta sue our big ships, the 'Lioni'
anmd 'Tigur' cone lutt aeation. After thte
big slàiips Iad beenltainmeî-ing at ane
aitotlier for about three-quarters of an
hour our boat ivas again ordered ta
steain in betîveen the enerny and oîtr
ownt sl ips, and raise smoke so that thic
enemy's range nîight be spoilcd. You.
XîîON tltese boats cati mise dense clouds
of black or -white smoke at aîîv tiutie
antd cau cover themnsclves conipletely in
tt. It fairly madle soie of the boys'
liair stand up straight-thure %ve were
between hoth fires. The elîen<s ships
took tna notice of lils titI ive wure about
hl Ifway across andti hen they opeiie(
tip. They were îtsiuîg shtrapînel antd
]Yddite, and you could see the shelîs
coiniîtg coser and dloser until at last
tîtey got us. It is a mtiracle that thec
boat still fiants. W~e were ht about a
dozen tintes, onte shiell, ant 8.2, wteut iii
tlîrougli the slup's side attd burst ini the
foremtost stokehold killing four stokers,
autother burst on the upper deck and
p-art of it took away a chaps lower
jaw, attotîter ivent under niy gutn but
failed ta hurst-it woîtld htave taken six
of us if it ltad. The sheli that burst iu
the stokeliold ivas onte of the last broad-

H.M.S. 'Meteor

I.M.S. -Meteor.
"1)ear Brotber-J received votîr -

voine letter yesterdai antd ain glad ta
lu1-ai (of i ou ail. I Suppose voit will have

SIPIin tiii tI uapets bu fore ut w tliat thIe
oid f1akt ias buuýi lunaction. We

ad a ht timte as we Nvet' under fiî'e for-
p t vi lvar live Ilîurs mitiîotit a lut ti1).

e '.gltd thie Ucruan leut at sut uit

Where the [ast Plants Grow

.By' Aibrev l'ullertoii
lt mllav not vet bu fiiallv kuira nwlîat

i s Ilie furihle-t nortittlîat iîIîheat iv il
gu îw attulrîpvit, Itit %ve (do ktioîî- ivre
thuiicounitry beginsfia t w- ill grow. lotl.t-
iiiî- at ail. The di hit of 'tege-tation is

suîur-.~iîlvnear Itlte top of the tttap, ilu
a lni-tiol tîtat is coîtttioit1Y lvsipposed ta
le iiituri'ly bariil anîd dusoltîte. But
\qI xii(iithte islaîîds of tlie Ar-tic tliere

Jegra.,--- exurd prairies antld lxir
:ixxwn illsides. attdlgrenlitliîîgs égrow

elVclosec ta the borders of the ipolar

'The Arcie J-slands, just iiortli of tlie
'Iu lat taiflaiîil.are xvorilukîu'ig

-r 'Iliere aie a gi-at inan.v ot
-i.ta higi xi tii. andtiltlîîiri. luit

I ilîîg 'î-uîlau, iat lca't ie tiiiis
Cthte Briitu-iîs . Jilîiti t

oi-e t cite î'u.,s lt-elif 211J.000)

'.$ huit hie lîîîîulrî-. t ae iof al -ji-ý.

('tliî'iii are imuire i-lut-'.uit-i of
liitu1laboie tue xî'-urbut lait th-re
At hi'-t t\.Iietti thiat liavîxuiacli i

im'ii - liai i v iîe liiii ti.gî'ud - iiai.

-N to tut tciîlatîi, 1Baliai -,stlî

side tiiot thec 'Bîticiter' fired before she
tîtriîcd over. We îvere about 2,100yards
off tîtei, anid ivere goinîg to torpeio ler.
I t put uis out of action, anid we liaul to
be towed itto Grimtsby wliere Nve Iaîîded
mi r k i lied anîd x'îîdd We are nom,
un itiutg to go ini dock anid get di'lîed up
a little. il I 1aiesay wc xviiiiget an-
otlier few' dayvs Icaxe.

la rgest i slanud oi thtle co utlit ulit , ail
Ellesmiere is nearly cîlual ta the coitn-
binud area of nIl thte Wvst Inîllus.

Th'Iis Arutic arcli ipelago, tliongtli uîtfain-
iliar ta unost puýole evua by tiamte, lias
been careully clîarted, after ntaîîy vuars

for the trouble of lookinig at a îttap, an
zilitîost heu'ildering arri- y of wull-na ned
islaitds, caltes, bavs, straits, an itî ttuiut-
nuiis, Nearly ali tie far north tîLaces
lave beuit anietd i l lour of the tc.\jlo--
ers whlî fu,il tdiint. A igi'etlitof
tuient buar Scantdinavilanu lils, for the
ilarimtg tanes and S ndc lave nlwav-,
takuan a forernost part ia Artie explor-
n t io n.

Thle 1,-lanis of thie Northt areu unlikec
-filv otlîî-.l Ilu111v huîar uitlies tiiia

îihu itoveillnit ofntuis force,-

alit av hmack iii utl] iontuu--,xihu gi
(flhîoax0a4--11)l a\e bulll-il a id na e

l1 a iia ;i xi aîîîî r cliiatu t1laiil at

Pic -c lit.

OnIy a thin layer of soil covers. ia
places, the limestone anid cry -talline
rocks of whicý tho'te islancls are7 forrned,
and many of them are absolutelv barren.
Yet -where there is even a spri;ikiiicof
soul there is usually sorne vî'getation.
On Baffin Island, for iiit a lie, art' goodly13
sized plains an4ud ly i ucoi ured
-with noss anidter 1r l1panit life, on
ivhich great herds of cariboui and iiîîîsk--
oxen feed luxuriviisly; ami siîni1.ýr areas,
on a 6ntaller scale, are foiîîud on Elles-
iere, Kiing Williamn, aifd ot-iers of the

group. The low hillsides on King M-iI-
liani Island. tire spi uad mith iîtthie

.e'xplorers <escribe as *a variegated car-
pet of many-colored flo-%erS." The ('an-
adian Govermnrnnts expedition of 1903-04
nmade a list of sixty distinct plants north
of Hudson Strait.

The Eskimos of these islawd rugionis
are, with thvir kinsnien ou (Grvenland,
the northerninost people of the torld.
Their nuinhers are uncertain, buit are not
large, Baffin Island having a popula-
tioni of about one toîaî. T'hey live
in snall campls or settientents alonig the
coasts, and spenýid their whl)e tinte in a
fight for existance, liiinting the caribou
and fishing for suaIs withi a skill bori of
neccssity. Sonietinies, too, bands of
Eskimo hunters cross o' ur fruîiîthe
nainland ta litint the wild ganie îith

vlihthe islands abound.

Very little is known as yet of the
mterior of the islands, the explorations
having been chiefiy along titeir coasts.
Somne of the islands lie low and fiat, but
inany have coastZlines înarked by high
clill's, with eleva.ted tablelands beyond.
Ballin LlIa nd's coast, for instance, is bigh

adrkvaîdistablelands are from
twir tlîousand to tlîree thausaîtd feet
above the sea level, reaching at tlw north
enJl of the islaiîd evex. five tlîotsand feet.
The interior of Ballin is. generally speak--
ing, a rougît plain, varied with, rolling
his and valleys. la the soîîthwestern
part of the island aret>ivo large lakes,
each more titan a hundreil tud iles long.

Peri.aps the strangest tlinig about the
Arctic Islands is tlîat nature lias stored
several of thcmn witli vaiable minerais
that the rest of the world would gladly
be able ta tise. There is 80 much iran
in the coast btills on Prescott and Prince
Albert Laiid tlîat comipasses refuse to act
il, thvir vicinitv; ica exists on several
islaiids, and on Ballin a mica mine is
profitaby ivorked by a Scote.h company
tlîat sends over a vessel load of miners
every year; tîtere is capper at a number
of places; and lignite coal -is of such
freqiient occurrencee that it bas been used
by rnany exploration parties, wbile even
its i3hipment for commercial use has been
4uîggested. There are traces of gold, too,
and placer nining xnay some day bie
worth wile.
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NOTHING SO BOUNTIFUL

THE MORE YOU CUT THE MORE THEY FLOWER
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Delay
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12 Large Pokets Seleolsi. Speoer and Grandlera Trypes ...... $1 .00 put pai
MoKonzie's Mixed Spener.. pkt. 1lc oz. M0, -41b. $1.88, -4b. 31.15
MoKenzie's Eoktord's Hybrids. . pkt. Se, oz. 25t, -Ib. 15., 1- Il. $1.00

GROW VOUR OWN VEGETABLES
REDUCE THE COST 0F LIVING

For $1.00 Yom Can Have This Collection Post Paid
Packet BEANS3, Golden Wax Packet CUCUMBER, White Spine

Il Matchless LETTUCE. Prairie Qusen
BEET, Extra Early , May King

-Covent Gardon , Iceberg
CADRAGE, Wakefield ON, White Cou

Il Winningatadt " NON, Yellow Globe
CARROT, Ozheart Il Bed Wetheruflld

Il St. Valery PAESLEY, Mass Curled
CELERY, White Plume PARSNIP. Manitoba Prize
CORN, Peep o' Day PEA, Quite Content
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A* E. McKENZIE CO. LTD.
BRANDON, Man. 'CALGARY, Alta.

WESTERN CANADAS GREATEST SEED HOUSE
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A War Ship in Action
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