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FOREST RBSERVBS.

The Hat Creek, Tranquille, Long -Lake, Niskonlith, Mari
Mt., and Monte His Forest reserves, forma a group whlich i
semble each other in situation, purpose and sylvicultuýral clu
acteristics. Situated in what has been known as the "Dry Bell
but what should be called the " Irrigable Beit," the chief functi
of these reserves is to, protect the watersheds from. which fic
the streaims which are turning a land resembling the Majara 1:
sert into a region of fruitful valleys. The great possibilities
these fertile valleys when watered, are just beginning to be appi
ciated, and anything which assists irrigation, cannot easily
over-valued.

Heretofore the cattie industry has been the chief source
revenue to this district, but the large ranges required in ti
region of scant vegetation has made it not the mnost profitai
business, and over-stocking has resulted in serious deteriorati
of the grazing possibilities. It has been demonstrated, howev,
that by irrigation $300 to $500 per acre per annum can be seclxf
ini fruit, and now settlers are pouring into the valleys with t
intention of entering this profitable business. The profit
permanence of this industry is, however, directly dependent
the preservation of the forests on the mountains surroundi
the valleys, for in the valleys there is very little precipitatic
only 2 inches falling last year in Kamloops, and irrigation in,
be depended upon. At higher altitudes the precipitation, bc
in snow and rain, greatly increases, and if protected and contrc
ed there is an ample supply of water for the land which is av'
able for agriculture.

The value of a forest cover for catchment basins is often Y
fully appreciated. Dams and reservoirs may assist in controlli
the i-wi-off, but they are expensive and often unnecessary, a
besides they do not protect the water from evaporation, whict


