
The Uudßon's Bay Company.
Partridges, they were alowed Two or Three a Day,
fomeof which weigh above a Pound; that the Indians fre-
quently bring their Arms to mend; and the Mufquets
furniflhed them by the Company, arc worth above 20
Shillings apiece; that thev frequently burft, no from the
Fault of the Gun, but by ovcrcharging, or from Snow
getting into the Muzzle.

Cbrifopber Bannißer, who had been Armourer and
Gunfrmith to the Hudfon's Bay Company, and had rerided
in the Bay about 22 Years, informed your Committee,
That he had lreen Lead Ore at Moofe River, which came
from the Northward, but he can't fay whence; chat he
had feen a good Quanticy of ir, and fomne of it tried
by Mr, Longdon's Apprentice; and it feemed extraor-
dinary good Lead, and the Boy made a Pair of Buckles
of it.

That the Witnefs can't fay what Proportion the Lead
bears to the Ore; only the Boy put in a Piece of Ore
as big as a Mai's Fia, and gor Lead enough ta makea
Pair of large Buckles; and that the Witnefs is fure
nothing was put in but the Ore, .none bcing prefent but
himlelf, and the Boy who brought it down; thar this
wvas about Three Years ago; and that he never faw any
Lead Ore at any other time.
. That he has feen Copper frequently brought down
by the Northern Indians, a Piece of which he produced
ta your Committee; and faid, He had feen great Quanti-
ties of it there; and was informed by a young Man, who
is now at Hudfon's Bay, that the Ind ians rold him, chat it
was brought from a Mine, in fearch of which the young
bMan would gladly have gone.
• That the Trade of the Country conlifis chiefly in
Furs; but the Indians bring down Feathers and Deer-
fkins likewife ; and they get fome Whalebone from the
Eskimaux, going from the Streights ; that he never kncw
any Conmodities brought by the Indians, that were
refuifed by the Company; but that if the Indians were
better ufed, the Coipanv might have more Trade; for
the Fa&ors don't give them a !uoicient Price, and then
they growl and grumble.

And being afked, Whrther in that cafe they corne
again ? he faid, Nor alwavs; hut fome are forced ta
come, becaufe there are no other to trade with; thai
lhe believes, if ocher People were iuffered ta trade, they
would not corne to the-Cumpany, becaufe they ufe them

And when they meet with the French, they difpofe o
the bell of their Goods to them, and bring their R.efuf
to the Company; that he can't fay at what Diflance th
French lie; but apprehends they fend People, and la]
wait for, and Rtop the India-ns, and take the beLl of theii
Goods.

And being afked, Whether the Com'any did not givi
a better Priée to the Indians than formerly -for their Furs
he faid, He believed not; for that he himfelf had beci
ordered, to fhorten the Mcafure for Powder, whichough
to be a Pound, and within thefe to Years hasbeen reducc
an Ounce or two.

That the .Company had more Trade formerly tha
now; and though he never faw the French Furs, yet 'ci
plain, they have the fmall Furs, as he has been. informe
by the Linguifts, who were told:by the Natives, that th
French ufe them .better, and give them a better Priçe; f
that we deai chiefly in Beaver.

The Martens.and Foxes are the roft valqable:Fur
and.thc'Cat-fkins are very good; that the Natives.trad
but for-very-.Iittle;Beaver withthe French; sbut he h
feen thejndians come down infine French .Cloaths, wii
as muoh Lace.upon them:asever he.faw upon 4ny ÇIot
vwatfoever.

That he has feen a.great-manyindians:inlage.dÇ.loat
without Shoes or Stockings.

That he believes, -Tat.iftbe. Company wuld gire
znuch for the Furs as the French, the Indiaqs wou
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bring them; · and if the Company were willing, they
have a fufficient Stock to purchafe fmall Furs; but 'ris
not the interft of the Company to py 10 00 1. for 30
or zo,ooo . worth of Goods, when they can have Goods
ta thar Value for 5,olo1.

Bengcexamined as ta the Ufage he received from the
Companv; he iaid, It was very in :iffrrc-nt, being frome-
times treated with bad Viaualç, and fometimes ui.h bad
Language; thar he w riote feveral times ta the Company
ta cocne home, but was refufed.

Being afked, Why he derired to go back ? he faid,
That was upon another Accourt; that the Mafter of
the Fadory had wrote an Accuunt ta the Company,
thar the Witnefs had not behaved himfeif well, and ho
defired to be examined face ta face with him; that le did
throw in a Line or two, but he did it ta clear himfelf
from a falfe Accufation; chat he cannot remember thç
Words, but one of the Company's Clerks wrote it for
him, and the Clerk wrote ir as he thought proper; and
the only Reafon that he fent in that Paper was to gain
Admittance into the Committree-room.

That the Complaint againfi him was, refuting ta do
his Duty ; but that the Company fent for him the
Year before he threw in that Paper, ta take hirn into
their Service, which he refufed; chat he really -does not
know what the Paper contained; but he thinks he did
not exprefs any derire to go .ta Hudfon's Bay, but is
not certain; and that lie would not go now for 1o0l. a
Year.

Robert Griffln, a Silverfmith, who had been Five
Ycars in the Company's Service, faid, That he melted
down Six 'Ounces of Ore, which was brought froni
the Ea Malin, by Captain Mitchell, and which pro.-
duced about Two Ounces of Lead; that* he did this
by the Order of Iofepb fefier the Faâor or Governor
of Albany, wlho is now at Churchill Fort; that the Go-
vernor flood by him while he made the Trial, and
that the Wicnefs can fwear 'ris good Lead; that the
Witnefs told the Governor 'twas picy chat Caprains diçi
not take in this Lead Ore for Ballait inn'cead of Stones:
To which the Governor r.eplied, That they did not
want any fuch Difcovery; but he cannot tel] whethe,r
JAefjer informed the Company of this Tranfaâion.;
that the Governôr ordered the Witnrfs ta try if he
could extraa Silver from the Ore; who told him h.e
had not proper Inftrurments ta make fuci Experiment:

f To which the Governor anfwered, That the Company
e had no Occafion for it, for that they wanted Encou-

:ragemencrt for nothing but thrir Furs ; chat hie ima-
r gifles there arc grear Quantiirs of Ore on the Laji
r Madin, having known feveral Quantiirs broughr frai-n

thtnce from -One -ta Fifreen Pounds Weighrt; and hé
r is furrher confirmed in chat Opinion from the Reportr
? of the Indians (whofe Language bc rinderf1ands) who
i' have coid hini, chat there were great Qqantities of Or~e

t on the ~la] Main; thar he imagines the Trade i r
Wou Iwôd be as advantageous as chat *in Furs, there being
Wood. cnough in clie Country ta fnielir jt noir wouid ic

ninterfère a t ail wirh the Fur Trade, only more I-ands
Is mult bc emcpioyed.
d Thgt.-he chinks the Trade ta FJudfon's Bay capable of
e being extended, which rnuft caufe a greater Confump-
à tion of sEuropean Çoods; but for thar Purpoe.p rpper

Settlements rnuft be made: And if a Colony was once
s, ferrled there, rhey mighn trade in Huts, as the French do,
le *aud.there.woild be nu Danger of -tht Indians atacking
as rhem; b ut if a Colany was.ferdled an hundred -Miles rip
à:hedx Coupcry, hc beicves the Indians wapld not corne rp
leX e;y.at all.

Tbar th Witneli bas been inferrned, that>txc Soil
4s Qne .hurhed~ .i~ z.the CounrZ, would producç:

- Orn : That he.bas féen Pats. gro.w ,ço Pcrft&ioni at
as dbmoy.
Id That hc bas allb feen Peus, Beans, Tunips, SaiIad-
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