The Hudfen’s Bay Company.

Partridges, they were ailowed Two or Three a Day,
fome of which weigh above a Pound ; that the Indians fre-
quently bring their Arms to mend; and the Mufguets
furnifhed them by the Company, are worth above 20
Shillings apiece; that thev frequently burft, not from the
Fault of the Gun, but by overcharging, or from Snow
getting into the Muzzie,

Chrifiopber Bumnifier, who had been Armourer and

Gunfmith to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, and had refided
in the Bay about 22 Years, informed your Committee,
That he had feen Lead Ore at Moofe River, which came
from the Northward, but he can’t fay whence; that he
had feena good Quantity of it, and fome of it tried
by Mr, Longdon's Apprentice; and it feemed extraor-
dinary good Lead, and the Boy made a Pair of Buckles
of it.
" That the Witnefs can’t fay what Proportion the Lead
bears to the Ore; only the Boy put in a Piece of Ore
as big as a Man’s Filt, and gor Lead enough to makea
Pair of large Buckles; and thar the Witnefs is fure
nothing was put in but the Ore, none being prefent but
himfelf, and the Boy who brought it down; that this
was about Three Years ago; and that he never faw any
Lead Ore at any other time.

That he has feen Copper frequently brought down

by the Northern Indians, a Piece of which he produced
to your Committee ; and faid, He had feen great Quanti-
ties of it there; and was informed by a young Man, who
is now at Hudfon’s Bay, that the Indians told him, that it
was brought from a Mine, in fearch of which the young
Man would gladly have gone.
- That the Trade of the Country confifls chiefly in
Furs; but the Indians bring down Feathers and Deer-
fkins likewife ; and they get fome Whalebone from the
Eskimauzx, going from the Streights ; that he never knew
any Commodities brought by the Indians, that were
sefufed by the Company; but that if the Indians were
better ufcd, the Company might have more Trade ; for
the Fators don’t give them a ‘ufficient Price, and then
they growl and grumble.

Ard being alked, Whether in that cafe they come
again ? he fiid, Not alwavs; but fome are forced to
come, becaufe there are no others to trade” with; that
he believes, if other People were tuffered to trade, they
would not come to the-Cumpany, becaufe they ufe them
i, ‘ - . :

And when they meet with the French, they difpofe of
the beft of their Goods to them, and bring their Refufe
to the Company ; that he can’t fay at what Diffance the
French lie ; but apprehends they fend People, and lay
wait for, and ftop the Indians, and take the beft of their
Goods. h .

And being afked, Whether the Company did not give
a better Price to the Indians than formerly -for their Furs?
he faid, He believed not; for that he himfelf had been
ordered, to thosten the Meature for Powder, which.ought
to be a Pound, and within thefe 10 Years hasbeen reduced
an Ounce ortwo, ~

That the .Company had more Trade formerly than
now; and though he never faw the French Furs, yet ’tis

plain, they have the fmall Furs, as he has been, informed -

by the Linguifts, who were told by the Natives, that the
French ufe them -better, and give them a beteer Price; fo
that we deal chiefly in Beaver. ,

The Martens-and Foxes are the moft valuable Furs,
and the Cat-fkins are very good ; thatthe Natives trade
but for very-little; Beaver with the French; -but he has
feen theIndians come down in fine French-Cloaths, with
as much Lace.upon themaas ever he-faw upon any Cloaths
whatfoever. ) . _ .

‘That he has feen a great- manyIndians:in laged Cloaths
without Shoes or Stockings. - e .

That he believes, That.if:the Campany. wonld give as
much for the Furs as the French, the Indians would
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bring them; - and if the Company were willing, they
have a fufficient Stock to purchafe fmall Furs; but 'ds
not the Intereft of the Company to p:y 10000 l. for 30
or 40.000 /. worth of Goods, when they can have Goods
to that Value for 5,0.0/.

Being examined as to the Ufage he received from the
Companv; heaid, It was very inifferent, being fome-
times treated with bad Vi&uals, and fometimes wi.h bad
Language; that he wrote feveral times to the Company
to come home, but was refufed.

Being afked, Why he defired to go back? he faid,
That was upon another Account; that the Mafter of
the Factory bad wrote an Account to the Company,
that the Witnefs had not behaved himfelf well, and he
defired to be examined face to face with him; thathe did
throw in a Line or two, but he did it to clear himfelf
from a falfe Accufation; that he cannot remember the
Words, but one of the Company’s Clerks wrote it for
him, and the Clerk wrote it as he thought proper; and
the only Reafon that he fent in that Paper was to gain
Admijttance into the Committee-room.

That the Complaint againft him was, refufing to do
his Duty; but that the Company fent for him the
Year before he threw in that Paper, to take him into
their Service, which he refufed; that he really does not
know what the Paper contained; but he thinks he did
not exprefs any defire to go .o Hudfon's Bay, but is

not certain; and that he would not gu now for 100/, 3
Y ear.

Rokert Griffin, a Silverfmith, who had been Five
Years in the Company’s Service, faid, That he melted
down Six 'Ounces of Ore, which was brought from
the Eaft Main, by Captain Mitchell, and which pro-
duced about Two Ounces of Lead; that he did this
by the Order of Jofepb Ifbefier the Faltor or Governor
of Albany, who is now at Churchill Fort; that the Go-
vernor itood by him while he made the Trial, and
that the Witnefs can {wear ’tis good Lead; that the
Witnefs told the Governor “twas pity that Caprains did
not take in this Lead Ore for Ballafl inftead of Stones :
To which the Governor replied, That they did not
want any fuch Difcovery; but he cannor tell whether
I/befler informed the Company of this Tranfa&tion s
that the Governor ordered the Witnefs to try if he
could extraét Silver from the Ore; who told him he
had not proper Inftruments to make fuch Fxperiment:
To which the Governor anfwered, ‘T'hat the Company
had no Occafion for it, for that they wanted Encou-
ragement for nothing but their Furs; that he ima-
gines there are great Quantities of Ore on the Egff
Main, having known feveral Quantitics brought from
thence from .One .to Fifteen Pounds Weight; and he
is further confirmed in that Opinion from the Report
of the Indians (whofe Language be underftands) who
have told him, that there were great Quantities of Ore
on the Egff Main; that he imagines the Trade in Ore
wauld be as advantageous as that ia Furs, there being
‘Wood enough in the Country to fmelt it; nor would ic
interfere .at all with the Fur Trade, only more Hands
muit be employed. T

That he thinks the Trade to Hudfon's Bay capable of
being extended, which muft caufe a greater Confump-
tion of European Goods; but for that Purpofe proper
Settlements muft be made: And if a Colony was once
fectled there, they might trade in Huts, as the French do,
and there would be no Danger of .the Indians attacking
them ; but if a Colony was fettled an hundred Miles up
the Couptry, he believes the Indians wopld not come to
the Bay at all. - '

That the Witnefs has heen infermed, that the Soil
Qne hupdred Miles up -the Country, would produce
Corn: That he has fcen Qats grow fo Perfection ac

That he has alfo

feen Peas, Beans, Turnips, Sallad-
3M ing



