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la is fated to be interested in many elections. Wîth ten possible
li every four or tive years, zuc are regularly interested in the Presi-
ýctions across the border; and it has been said critically by somne
110ov more about the politics of the United States thon about the
Great Britain. As a simple test of this, not long ago a Cana4ian
ïPho closely observes the tendencies of things in public lif e, said
"O ff-hand, hozu many of President Taft's cabinet can you namef"
miore than one," zuas the reply. "And how' many of the British

Id you set down?"' "Easily half a dosen." "Precisely," said the
One, "you are More interested in British politics thon you are in
Le United States. Every Canadian is."
events, for the next f ewu we.eks Canadians zcill bc more interested

ffh election campaign thon at any other time. Most of us have
i Mr. Chamberlain; but roc knaw pretty deliniteiy zuhat his tariff
berne means; 'have neyer seen 'Lord Rosebery, Mr. Balfour, Mr.
,LIoyd-Georgè, but zve understand -zuhere each of them stands in

,ie betwecen the, Gommons and Lords and betueen indus trial depres-
ee trade. We have pretty detînite notions as to what free trade means
ritain and urhat it would mean to the Empire; have ourselves proved
ýt in free trade by uniting people and parties to build up a systent

of adequate protection-largely in self -def ense against the United States zuhose
industrial if e zue know better thon, zuc do that of the Mother Country. In a
sort of way we comprehend the Hanse of Lords for zue have a titled anis
tocracy of our ozun, a titular Governorüj-General and a Senate. In a very un-
mistakable way w.e undcrstand the unernpioyed British labourer raho seems
to be the CASUS BE~LLI in this election; for zve have had hîrn in large num bers
in aur cities and torons. We know the ethies of preference on colonial grain
as an item of tari if reform because roc are sending millions of bushels of
wh.eat every year to the consumers of Great Britain and pre fer s-o to do rather
thon to ship it across thre border under a system of reciprocity roith the United
States.

AUl these matters roc as Canadians understand, nat beca'use they arc items
in British party potities rohich we comprehcnd but little, but because they arc
matt.ers of economic common sense appeaiing ta lhe if e of the people. Now
and then zue begin ta have a glimmering notion of what is a suffragette and
what part shte intends ta play in this election; but that is a strech of imagina-
tion. Taken ail in ahl, we may be said ta have as keen an int.erest in this
British election -as in almost any election of aur awn: and that is a more
practical test of Imperialism thon literature about the flag, or gush about the
King, or even aur attitude regarding the Imperial navy.-Editorial Note.
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ago, the son of a struggling Welsh schoolmaster.
From lis village obscurity lie forced. himself, like
s0 many of bis colleagues, by way of 'the iaw, into
the people's House of Parliament. He kept him-
self there by sheer grit, and by bis persistence in
debate and bis natutral fund of Celtic oratory, won
bis ýr'ay to higli office. The Liberal Chancellor may
be said 'to have made bis name in Parliament by
bis dogged opposition to -the expressed opinions of
Mr. josephi Chamberlain, who is now lying hors de
combat,, a patheticý physical wreck,' and compelled
to remain a mere spectator in the present struggle.
No mnan, in or out of Parliament, sbowed greater
keenness or used lis abilit ies to more eiect ini
refuting Mr. 'Chiamberlain's policy than did the
lîttle Welsh lawyer'who nowis Mr. Asquith's chief
lienchman.

Mr. Asquith, the Premier, is himself-calmi, cool,
delîberative, watchfu-the ieal "safe" leader who
does not believe in wasting time'over showvy gifts
of speech and poiicy. At 57 bis hair is as white
as it can lie, but that was not the case before lie
assuimed bis high responsibilities. Tiiere have been
in the past rumours of dissensions in bis Cabinet,
and certainly lie bas shown remarkable adroitniess
and skill in weeding out thé "shaky" members wbo
were not prepared to go the whoIe way witb :hîm in
the programme that he and bis chief supporters
miarked ont.

The third mnen o~n the Government side-and
we have to bracket then as practically equal-who
have been most in the limieliglit recently, are Mr.
Winston Churchill, President of the Board of Trade,
and Mr. Alexander Ure, Lord Advocate of Scot-
land. The last-namied is the surprise packet of the
successful men in the present Parliament. 4Son of an
ex-Lord Provost of Glasgow, and a capable K. C.,
nobody would have accused 'Mr. Ure up ta a' few
mnonths ago of possessing out-of-the-ordinary poli-
tical gifts. JJe is lifty-six, and bas been ip the

House of Commons'for sixteen years. By
wbat seemed merely patient plodding,
added to a thorough grasp of his pro-
fession, lie was given various légal offices
under the Crown, succeeding to bis Lord
Advocateship, not so long ago, upon the
granting of a peerage to Mr. Thomas
Shaw. But Mr. Ure liad 'bis eye on
something higlier and better than a legai
lordship. His chance came upon the in-

vtroduction of the Budget, and he lias
toured the country two or tliree times
over making rousing speeches in support
of the Bill. Event then, lie miglit have
finished Up a long way behind the more-
pushing Lloyd-George and Churchill, had
it not been for one of those iucky acci-
dents which abound in political history.,

In several of bis Budget speeches Mr.
Ure expressed the opinion that if the
Conservatives were returaed to power
lie did not think they would be able to
continue the payrnent of 'the old-age
pensions granted by tlie Liberal Goveru-
ment.- That was a serîous statement to
make and it 'had a certain eifect upon
the electorate. Mir. Balfour took it up,
and in a speech which for invective lie
lias neyer equalled, denounced Mr. Ure
as having uttered "a frigid and calcu-
lated lie," and said lie was a- disgrace
to bis country, his profession, and to
the House of which lie was a member.
The Lord Advocate was given an oppor-
tunity in the Houise of Commons of re-
plying to this strong attack upon his

personal character,' which lie did ina remarkable
and historic speech that outshone any in the Budget
debates, botb for its delivery and its reception. Mr.
Ure lias been the idol of a considerable section of
the public since then, and it is almost certain that
the next Cabinet vacancy wili be filled by him.

Mr. Winston Churchill, son of Lord Randolph
Churchill, and hirnself a revolter against Conserva-
tism snwa thorougli a Liberal (some of bis

0Pp,ýets ayradical and even socialist) as any
member of the Government party. More than that,
lie is the close political friend of Mr. Lloyd-George,
and many propliets read into this David and Jona-
than alliance a significance having a separate and
distinct bearing as regards future events. He has
been a powerfnl force
on the side of the
Budget and against the
veto of -the House of
Lords.
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J. Balfour was neyer
more firmly seated as
leader of the Conserva-
tives, in spite of 'his
somewhat cryptic halid-
Jing of the Tariff Re-
form policy of bis
party. Whether lie
would have sat as firmi-
ly if Mr. Chamberlain
wVere fit and well and
ten years younger is a
question which can flot
again lie lifted into
practical consideration.
It is difficult to say who Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour
is Mr. Balfour's riglit- Lea.der 17nionist Party
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