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speaks Etiglish, says it is "lthe la-argest in Kennada-that convent; " an(
surely with the October sun shining( on its pillared front, and tho las
yellow largesse of autumui scattered about its solid base, and the broad blm(
St Lawrence flowing grandly past, it is the mnost beautiful iii " Kennada.'
We are adntiitted te the recepLioni room, whiclh is really quite a large salon,
adorned with oil paintings of lis Holiness the Pope, the sistsr whc
fouided the~ Order very huinbly at Longue~uil across the river there, ami
the usual religious subjects. This lady in the black habit and the plain
white hood, which with the veil is the dress of the sisters of Jésus and
Mary, who presents eaclh cheek to be kissed by our French friend, and
bows pleasantly to the rest of us, îs the à]other Superior of the whole.
Order. The rcsponsibility of lier charge înay be imagined wheni we bear
that it bias missions in Florida, California, British C'olumbia. She lookiý
like an organiser and directress this nuit, with bier keen, intellectual face,
ready speech, and nervous, energetic maniner. Site has been for eighteen
years at the hektd of a mission ii (Jatifornia, and it is a Iittle odd to note
the traces of Amiericanîism ir iber voice and ways. Orie looks for national
traits iii secular iloclcs, but expects, soinelhow, nuits to be feminogeiteous, if
1 inay coin a word. The Superioress chats witli us for a while, aiid hands
us over to a siiiling littie Engish nuit, who shows us the school*roomts,
where one hundrcd and sixty live youMg ladies, al tire way front five to
eigliteen are receiving the usural convenit instruction, and the citapel, a
perfect copy of that of St. Marie Maguere of Rotue, and very beautiful
witb carvings, and white statues of Saints, and dusky corners where sinîgle
candies are burning.

Il will show you our Saint," says the littie nun, as she tends tile way
to the place near the altar, where lies a wvax figure, represcnting' a beau-
tif ul youing girl dead witlt a gash in lier throat.7 " St. Aurelia," bsays tire
little nun in a wiîisper, Il and the liait, '-whicli is very long, shiin, and
curly-"1 was gyiveil by our sistet St. Aurelia wlten sire nre"

", Was it Lwas site-was the saint mîade' bure ?" 1 enquire, it inisery
of uncertainty as to the proper proitouni.

Ilue head antd hiands and feet wore sent frot Paris," site respold,
but vie tinade the body here and put it together, and ail the embroidery

cf tho dress was donc here."
The,, embroidery is of gold ont a robe of white satin, and a unarvel of

liandiwork.
'dPerbaps," says tîte little nuit, " 1 cati show you our other inost preciotis

relies." And shie g<)es to sec. Alas! site canniot Show tirera co us-perhaps
because wve are lier-eties, and wbo kncws wltat a beretie wîll do or say.

Just across the road front the Convetnt of Jesus and Mary stands a
grimi building with a very high tltick stoîte wall. 1 bave neyer seen so
impassable a wall. arirind a priseon as titis wliici confines ininates who have
imnposed a life sentence or, thottîselves. Tire building i the worldly face of
the cloistered ceils of thte Carmelites, and the wali i8 buit about tîteir
garden. And this is the oîîly Carmelite convent in Ainerica. In 'rpain,
iii France, in Italy there are others, but nrot on itis conttinent. The Order
has existedl Itere since 1875 only. The money to establish it was given hy
a Madame Frémont of Quebec, and the Frenîch Carinelite fondatrice wlio
caime front Paris is dead now. So are ail of lier sisters e xcept titree. The
severity of tîteir lives in our rigorous climate killed them. There are tif-
teen 110w cloistered bere, but twelve are French-Canradian. You know, of
course, wvbat it ineaits to take the vows of a Carînelite. It nicans the moat
literaI renouniceinent of the world possible te a human bcing. The face of
the Carmelite nuit is itever seen after hier entrance cxcept by lier immtediate
relatives, and then only for liaîf an hour once a inonth, througul ieavy
gratings. lier liand is itever couched sîive by lier sisters. Front beltind the
littie door État is barred upon bier- on tite day of parting witit our pleasaîît
world site neyer cornes agaiti. Hler celi i of the barest ; sie sleeps on a
mattresa with one coverlet. 11cr diet is of the poorest, and meat neyer
eîtters it. lier habit is of coarse brown clotb, with a veil of a similar
colour and kînd, and she wears sandals on lier feet. fier occupation is
prayer and petiance, and tire making of church decorations. She is a
"favourite soul."

We ring, arîd the sound reverberates witbin, hollow and chilI. A
Itun dressed like thosc of the convenit opposite opens the door, and, aft r
a whispcred coîîfereîtce with our Frenchi friend, adînits us. The bail we
stand in is n'arrow, cold, and ill-ventilated, and we shiver as we pass alon g
to a smnall, hare reont with an opening in the watt about four feet square.
Promn the iron bars wbich guard it projeet spikes baif a foot long. On
the otber side cf tire opeîiitg is atiotiter barred network, and beiind that
bangs a black veil. 'lte îooit is in semi-darkness, but we can read above
the spikes and bars tbe words-

A4u Carmlelj coîTme aeu jugement.
Dieu seul et Moi.
They strike through tite .tîliness upon orte's coîîsciousness like a text

of haîf -coin prehiended trutb. -Dieu seul et mo"i Tbere is a ring of awful
solemnity about chat. This is where tue Carnîclite comes to get lier pitiful
si ghlt of soîne one site loved iii the days before sic becatue a "lfavourite
Soul ;" and these are tite bars througlt wbîci that loved one straîns acbîng
eyes for the tortured glinipse of the recluse. Tiîrough double bars-and
then thc tears! "Mark well and consider, ail you wbo pass this way,"
runs a printed text upon the wall; "us there any sorrow like my
Borro w 1 "

.Yes, we miay bave speech wiffi one of thc nuns, the sister wbo let us
la1 cotes to tell us. This us by grace of the French lady, wio is Itigh in

favour it lier cîturcît. But itot icre. So we are conducted te anotier
little~~~ rot, hr actular sheif revolves in the wall for the admission

Of necessaries te the hospital. Bebîind this stands the nun. Madame
addi< ases lier. We canno0t. We have a kind of fear as to what vie miglit

Say ou coîvrsaici bin, in the world. We shrink front the possible

îpi-ofaliation cf the straiîige stilîness titat suirourids the life beltind these
t thrîce-mortared gray walis. But Madame does net shrink. She addrcsses

tue sîtelf witlt a sort of reverentiai gaie ty, if tîtere is sucît a thing, and
enquir-es for thte heaitit cf ''ina soeur."l Ati in treiilous tolles tite nun
respoîîds tÉbat shre is very weli-oh, very well, irtdecd, aîtd i8 Madame well 1
How bier voice shakes as titey talk iii French, Mladamie turning occasionally
to teli us Lîtat the Superioress3 is very iii ; tlint if we desiiîe thc prayers of
the ituit we mnay have tein ;that the gardeit las itot becît very successfui
this ycar! It is a gîreat license, titis of cciivetsuing wî tii strangers bchiind
a beavy partition, arîd slip must be very, very zniiîdful tot te forget for
ait instant Éthat thetse are not "favourite souls." Aîîd shc can speak in
Eîîglish I Yes, but can we 1

"Are yeu happ)y, mna soeur 1 falter.
"1I amn niost happy," coines tîte arîswer iu a quiet cadence.

And when yen die, mub sSeur, wiîere are you buried 1 " 1 qucry.
lIi tic vaulc below," she rcsponded, aîîd 1 fancy I do detect a trace

cf hopefulness in thc way site says titis.
Do tltey seli tli thiitgs tiîey inake ? O1t yes, and if we wisli te buy,

sortie wtll ho put on the sîtelf. Aîîd presettly a box cf wax floers is
puslied slowiy around--pansies and caitîcilias and roses, whîite and rcd,
exquisitely wroughit. llow mauch? For tite roses tive or six cenîts apiece;
for tire pauîsies thîrce. And, after getting chanige for the pricc of our
souventirs, she is distresscd chat we will itot take the two or thîrce coppers
that are due us.

Lt i4 late iii tue afternooîî wbeî we go agiti tîtroui the narrow hall
te the tîcor, yet we inust have a look at theî ehtapel on tire other side. Se
thttougli anrotiter long passage we follow otir "uide, and iîtto the ratier
eiîpty, clreary, aitd bare edilice, wlîere a catidle ci two burît diatly, and
wu cati just utake ont the figures cf a few boad-tellitig worsltippers. As vie
.4baîd siletît a sotind-a soiim(r dirge swueeps, titrought the glootin from
sotttewierî. belîitîd th altar~aid, i eyotïd thte knowabl'. It siitks îîîid swe.lls
iii its ittexpressible iiuntflisas waves itiglît beat oni a desolate sitare.
It is tie caîlltue cry- tue( chtant cf the 'rtit nuits.

Jfontreal. GARTH GtîAPTON.

(JQIVTEMPORARLY LIFE .AND TIW01UHT1 IN CHINA.

A nîESîIDN'r cf Pelciî liets coiitributed te tIiho av~pii sotile valuable
iniformtation conceî'îiîîg tire Celeittial Eml.,tf Nvittelt NVe guive tfeic st
important points.

AtieNo the counitries cf the distant East, Chutia hîolds cite- higicat place
in the estiumationî cf te Westerni world. SIte wtlI cercaiily keep the
positiont she hias wonî, aîîd it becomies a duty foi Western statesmeut to
nakie thtemseives acquaiiited with bier hîistory audl tesources. lThe cen-
bination cf educated intelligence wltiî vast populatioit, cf itoiiogenieity cf
race witlî fertiiity cf produictiont, cf excellenîce cf chinte witiî vast itinerai
rescur-ces, uttite iii givitîg liter a unique poiitioit atttoitg Blastern nations.

ie Marquis Tseiig Itas toid us ini vii;row îu itaphor chat China was
aiways powerful, titouglt sic did tiet kîîow it, antd tîtat sIe is; now better
acquaiîited tItan ever brefore witbi the realities of bier positiot. She lias
mîanry skilled diplomatists wio knôw lîcw te take advaiîtaîîe foi lier gcood of
thre mutual jealotusies and fears cf tire Enropeait States. 'UTese tmen study
telegrains, and read translated leaders fronit the ''iieè. lThe viccî'oys aîîd
geverîtors serve tîteir counîtry loyally, and, rejoic. it lier ptcsperity ; tiey
are botter statestîten titan tiiey are goîterals, aîîd are begiîiiuîig to eîîjoy
Western politics as anr interestîiig gaie cf sIcilI, iii whîicft they May cake
part wicli every prospect cf suc;es4s clircugî tîtat unintptssiciîed Oriental
astutenessa which is the gif t of tîteir race. Europe lias six great Powers,
Ainerica eue, and Asia is now aspiring te be recogttised, aîtd is recogiîised,
as iaving one great Power aIse. War lias donc Chita nucit good by
making lier sensible of lier deticiencies, and sbowiîîg lier how sic can best
cope witi foreigil foi-ces. Sic is now stronger tirait sIte was before, and
she will become stronger yet ; it hias been proved toc chat Chinese soldiers
cari meet Europeant soldiers oit tic field cf hattle, beltave well, and oblige
tîteir oppontents after heours of severe ligliting te reture te their ships wern
eut. Sie has new initiated ant elaborate systeut cf ntaval insttuction so
tîtat lier war-vessels wili it future, it is te be hoped, be îuaîîîîed by more
coîtpetent peracîts. But it is utîsafe te propltesy. The Chinese figit
better on shcre than rit sua, and tlîey have net yet bad a naval hero.

Although tic imperial fatiily is Manclîco, aîtd new te China two cen-
turies and a baîf ago, the patriotisui of the vicercys and geverners is
undoubted ; chey are animated by a real love for tic Gevernment-a love
wlîici seenis te survive uîtdiminished tic severe punisiments te which they
are, wben i11 fauît, soînetimes exposed. There la positively ne grounid for ques-
tieniîîg titeir loyalcy, and as tltey are tîtn cf tried abulity, wie have pasaed
through maîîy years of service ln inferior posta, by whici they have acquired
much officiai expercnce, they forai a staff cf useful public servants wio keep
tire wbeels of the State veltiec moviiig, and avert maîîy a dane hetnntic public welfare. Fireedom cf speech is discouraged. ange tireaoltensin
cotumon life is flot allowed. [Ihe wclI conducted citizen pays has taxes,
attends te his ewn affairs, and avoida criticising the Governtneitt. If lie
geoes te take a cup of tea, in a large tea-shop, lie secs writtcn up in large
characters, II Do flot talk polities Thle daiiy newspaper, however, is
forcing its way as an exciting novelty, and its compact dose of news, local
and foreign, is growîng itîto a necessicy. But tîte old systern is bult upon
tlie absence of polîtîcai thouglit as a feundation, and it is considered tiat
this abstinence froni criticiant of tic Goverîtîmnt is a duty. Pasaivity
engenders loyaity, as iii sentie councries igntorance is tieugit te be the
mether of devotion. In1 Cuita a prudenit man dees not caîl in question the
wisdorn of tic pewers tiat be. The ancietît Emperors wîîo ruled batily are
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