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There: is :yet another class -of
unbelievers- who are such- because
of a wrong " educational biss,
given to their minds by unbe-
lieving ‘parents, ‘tedéhérs or as:
socintes, But one of the saddest of
all sights'is that of a man;who'is an
unbeliever through the inconsisten-
cies, the bad and. hypocritical life
of professed believers. . 'When we
seo valuable lives wrecked and
ruined by such false lights on the
shore, we feel that that terribly re-
jiterated denunciation of Jesus:
“Woe unto you, hypocrites, how
ghall ye, escape the damnation of
hell,” only .voices the “wrath of;
God which is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men who hold the truth
in unrightecusness.” ‘ |
And so from all these causes we
pee an active, daring scepticism
abroad, We soe the Bible ques-
tioned in all its books and chapters
ag foarlessly as any other book. Its
statements. of historical and scien-
tific fact are quostioned. Inspira-
tion is questioned. The miracles
are questioned, Churchobservances
and obligations of the Sabbath are
questioned. .” Nothing can escape
this sesrching spirit; nothing is
sncred against its bold and unblush-
ing intrusion. And this movement
will undoubtedly go .on. . Itis the
intellectual drift of theagé. Wecan
no move effectually vesistit thanwe
can hold back the stars in their
courses, We live in an age of rest-
Jess inquiry, of suspicion and unbe-
Hef.. But latus not fear the result.
The great temple of Christianity
will.not. be:{evelled to the ground.
“QOther foundation: can no man lay
than that is laid.” Why? Because
if we believe Jesus Christ to be the
Son of God, the power of the Omni-
“potent will not.suffer the work of
the Son to be undone. *‘He must
reign till he hath put all things un-
der his feet.” We may adopt the
strong:tetaphor which Jesus him-
gelf used : - Whosoeyershall fall on
this stone shall be broken, and on
whomsoever it shall fall it will grind
hit to powder.”,
Again, we.cannot fail to see that
the most. eminent leaders in this
mental tread of the age, thethinkers
and - writers. in -literature, philoso-
phy and religion' whose names sre
world-wide knowh, are not hostile
in spirit to Jesus'Christ; they do
not wish to see him dethroned.
For the most part they are serious
and earnest, if not devout, men,
,+.;:i THEY. DQ. NOJ BCOFF, .~
And while they:do not profess to be
his. humble , followers,. they are
manly enough to' acknoiledge a
just approciation of hie character
agthe ideal man of these nineteen
‘66}&11"7{6‘8.— - l: FEE et e '.::J
And - then, if we look at some

Christ, we need not be-ashamed’ of

s

their’ déliberate and public action.

: ; w;;.;kt ‘thie ‘recent Tercentenary cele-
ke 's CHuRoR,,~ |

burgh University (to quote from
togethera galuxy of talent such as

modorn, times, To the Scottish
the grandést seats of learning in'the
world, — science, ' art, literature,
statesmanship, had sent theii lead-
ing representatives. Much interest.
wag centered-in‘the siudent's meet-
ing.. : Here :the excitement was

by the addresses of Minister Lowell,
of Count Sacifi, of Helmholiz, of
Laveleye, of Pasteur, and -of Vir-
chow. It was something to gee
these great masters. It was more
to hear them speak. Helmholtz
uttered a word of Wwarnihg ABamst
what Lie called:* falso rationalism
in science; Laveloys rerninded-the,
students that théir first dity wasith
seek the kingdom of (fod; but. Vii:
chow was the chief attraction, be
surprised; astonishied ‘and -pioducedl
o perfect furore of excitement when

The Darwinian theory,, he said,

ed was proof, not hypothesis.’ Stich
testimony from the greatest anato-.
mist, the greatest master of scienoe:
now living, it was felt was'a ‘real
trinmph for religion. The generil

utternnce is that thetide has turned
against infidelity. When such men
can so testify, let no one's heartfail
him. :

~ And when we seesuch other men
a8 Tyndall, Huxley, Darwin, Spen-
cor and Harckel, honest in their
donbts, pure and upright in their
morals, struggling to gain a fuller
:knowledge of the truth, let us not
superciliously sneer at them, but
pray that He who is the source of
ll truth will surely and safely lead
them into that truth which alone
-can make them freec.

A short time ago I read Herbert
‘Spencer'sdictum on ¢ Religious pro-
spect and retroprospect.” Though
much in the essay was unsatisfac-
tory, I'was very thankful to read
‘his concluding words: “But amid
‘the mystories‘ which” become the
more mysterigus‘the mbre they are
thought about, there will remain
the one absolute certainty that man
is ever in the presence of an infi-
nite nnd eternal energy fromwhich
all things proceed.” Hven to such
a materialistic mind as Mr. Spen-
cor's, there-is-an” amaking quality

always and everywhere, now fixing
the stars and the planets in their
courses, pow stating multithdinous
forms of life, aind-we need not be
surprised that in making .dp his

should have persuaded his logic to
suspend its laws for an instant; and
admit the large words with capital
letters, ** Infinite™ and ® Eternal.”
In this “Infinite and ;éternal. en-

cognize the *eternal mind” of
Plato, the ! Eiernal " of the, Heb

rews, the “many gods™ of the

groatimen;in iour, modexn, day who
“are-humble followers of Jesus the'
s

Egyptians, the * Great Spirit™~of

»

hration of the foundation of Edin- .

brought up.almost to- & white heat { ;1%

he proclaimed with emphasis that
“evolution had no scientific basis.”

might be true, but what he demand-’

conviction produced by Virchow's'|

in that *force,” which:has.toiled {¢

estimate of this force his heart|cldl

ergy " of Herbert Spencer wé re-.

an eye witness) * there was brought | 0"
has not béen witnessed anywhere in | B ne
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our red men, and the * Heavenly
Father” of the Chrigtian. Accord-
ing to Spencer, who representa: a’
large amount ‘of the most thought-
ful unbelief of the present day,
there is one abgolute certainty, viz.:.

1

an:“*Infinite: and eternal ener

Having made such:..an. admission,
all the premises of 'the New Testa~
‘ment_are simple and easy.. For
sieh - words from siach men let-us
thank ‘God and-take courage. -

THE LAST.OAUSE., . .
of unbelief on which T'would dwell
'is the differences and divisions of
Christendom, - A quite different as-
pect might Christendom have now

bearing the Christian name made it
the chief object of their researches
and efforts to ascertain and imitate
the mind of Jesus. But it is with
o heavy heart that every lover of
peace and truth must turn to the

ages of ecclesiastical history. A
earned Chuveh historian has said :
“The early Christians, being Heb-
rews, Greeks and Romaus, each
.division retained more-or less of
its theology, and each endeavored
‘to bring the others to’ a regard for
it8 peculiarities, ay to times, places
and modes of worship... Inorder to
gechre the desired consideration,
they began to arrange and system-
atize their peculiarities both of
modes and opini¢ns, of forms and
of .faith. Asi:nominal Chyistians
ix}@;@ﬁﬂﬂ@ui&n% er. and became,
allidd %with GivilEovernment, “éach|
sgster pitiiong und forms; more
2 = jperfoqt 13,& sought ,after a
é‘ar ~ ...‘ 'A-J A e

Se-eminence,”
pre-eniinence,

apd thbs thitgiifioly and nnbrother:
ly fﬁﬁe&;ﬁ'ﬁf chﬂ 'i'ﬁ‘lued cenfury after
C?h ’v_h'y;i;fdég;%g\}gthz.vollérses gg.
RTGh LIS for ages down
t 'E,‘Il? Y, attiaf’;igére than a mourn-
li¥ot6Td T djﬁis}"ons, Wars, perse-
B, "anoriomgless..’and enmity-
“tHqse/ Whb, in common,

Gtaibe

L

Christendom—

Eigniof
' “’,Jr)LF ngw%‘ {n this veiy noon-
o on | in en“éépc&r?thrqughout
nany:; ol-,'lips“l‘d )

what igthé burdait of proclamation
adoi e AT LA

in?, the ~rebigiong! gtenon}lnablofl?l
oIS ' ad Ibften . from . the
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“Tat bility;*the duty
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from which. all things ‘p;'oc'eeg.’_f

worn, had-gooieties! and: churches:

Ty 1
.;v!specml tedchers |
ate, fraternity and |

ing , nothing through
strife and vainglory, 2ach-esteem-
ing the other: batter -t,.h(anl_ imself?
Is it t0 this mind of Je§us that the
old, the young and the whole think-
ing, acting world of mankind “are
constantly ‘pointed ? So far from
thig;- it''i& still ‘to- the necessity: of*.
faith lor belief'in certain.schemes,
of rederaption,; or plans of salva-.
tion, or means of grace, prescri ed
or interpreted by vatious; virying"

inind, of doing  nothing

-1and conténding sedts and churches’ -

afid - this; tbo, while' the'laity are
too mueh“impressed with the real.
questions’ of ' 'to-day~~the - family-
oblem, theilabor: problem; the:
educational problem, the" témper-.
ance and. soeial:questions—to: take.
much interest -ih'*“doubtful dispu-
tations” aboutnice points in purely
abstract theology, scholastic theo-
ries of atonement, ofinspiration, or
of the future, e g
. LEDUSpSGEND
to the highest accessible poiut of
observation and suryey impartially
the condition of what is called the
religious. world, .. s What does the
beholder witness: Is it..a, spacious
field of unwearied industry, of vari-
ous:and harmonigus exertipn, each
one.in hig sphere-laboring success-
fuuy) rﬂyd»ﬂuuwiﬁh‘)}l‘?, conﬂict co-
operating .peacefully toward indi-
vidual gndgeneral good? What-
ever scenesimay. yet in coming time
await the observer, cortain itisthat
no such gratifying and inspiring
sight:now salutes his longing yision.
1 _thankfully acknowledge the ad-
vanges ;in Christian brotherhcod,
the fraternal greéting dt synod: and
sassion; which, various great bodies
in, the Christian Church have made.
Still things ave not what they ought
to-be. . Painful as it sometimes s to
Jerceive the truth, it becomes us to
acknowledge and to;utter if, though:
iti:be 28 much.in sorrow. as in love.
Deapite all theadvance it isa me-
lancholy, sight which the pbserver,
and especially, the:doubiful obseryer
‘sges in'the. veligiousi world, to-day.
| Noble:spirité therp are, moved by
noblest impulses, in; eyery,party,
sect: of circle; darge -hearts there
ﬂie; .V:Wiislhik aver ,gnlar'g'ir.!g ‘;’mpl?'-
thiss,itoiling:, and) hopingyifor.;the
WO??S’B welfg.re and'éltl;riléiﬂg%o?bréak
away/fiom tho vesfraints which as-
sociationg throw around:them. ;. .

and'the excellencs of [owliness of
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