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OBJECTIONS TO THE FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN
ENGLAND.

Loxsvox, LirTLe Towsr STRRET, Arriy 5th, 1851.
To the Editor of ths Journal of Education for Upper Cannda.

Sir : Some of the opponents of the movement now making in
England, in favour of the establishment by law of a national system
of instruction in free schools, assert very positively that giving free
instruction to the people has no tendency to inereaso the number of
children under instruction. I observe with great pleasuro the rapid
extension of your system in Canada, and I am much mistaken if
you are not in possession of information which will enable you to
give the most direct contradiction to such an assertion. May I beg
the favour of you, to say in your next number what is your expe-
rience as to the effect of making schools free, in increasing the
number of scholars. You would be doing good service if you could
give some statistics extending over a considerable space of time
and tract of country. With best wishes for the continued success
of your operations, :

I am very respectfully, Your obedient Servant,
Samuer Lucas.

ReMarks.~—We regret our inability, owing to the very recent
introduction into Upper Canada of the free school system,
to furnish, as requested by our correspondent, statistics illus-
trative of the effect of the adoption of the free school principle upon
the attendance of pupils, in Canada, * extending over any considera~
ble space of time or tract of country.’ The period of our free
school operations is of quite too recent a date to permit of any
extended observations or statistical information as to effacts or
results. So far, however, they are “entirely satisfactory,

Previous to the year 1848, the free school system was but partially
known in Upper Canada ; up to that time, therefore, no statistics on
the subject exist of any practical value. During tho year 1849, we
had occasion, in, reviewing our educational progress in.1848, to re-
mark upoa the effect of the system of free schools upon the school at-
attendance in those localities in which it had baen adopted in 1848,
with a view to stimulate other parts of the country to try its effect
upon their school attendance. Our remarks and accompanying
statistics, taken from the Journal of Education for June, 1849,
page 88, aro as follows :—

If the adoption, in very numerous instances of the free school
system in various parts of the Province, be & proof of the spread of
sounder principles than has heretofore prevailed in regard to a more
generous system of universal education, then we have cause for
rejoicing for the fature prosperity of Upper Canada.

In various parts of the Niagara, Prince Edward, Talbot, Brock,
and other Districts, this patriotic and popular mode of raising the
teacher’s salary has been adopted, and the fruits are seen in the
much larger attendance of pnpils, the tranquillity of the school
sections, the absence of all causes of local differences between trus-
tees and their neighbours, and the teacher on schoo! matters, and
the general prosperity of the schools themselves. We give some
of the statistics of a few distriots for the last yeer, showing the
effects of even the partial adoption of the free school system in a
district upon the school attendance of such district, as c.mpared
with other distriots and towns in which no movement has been
made in this direction. The contrast it will be perceived is very
striking :— :

Districts and towne in which the free school system has been in
partial operation during tho year 1848 :—

R School Population.  Pupils,
Niagara District,ecececaccecasscacs 11,848 9,348
Niagara Town, (adopted folly) easses 668 CTi6*
Prince Edward District,eeeececeass 5,634 4,212
Talbot District, eececcevcacscarass 6,694 4,365
Broek District, ecccecsccescecease 9,414 5,811

* lncludiﬁg pupils from beyond the corporation limits of the town.

Districts and towns in which the free school system has not been
in operation during the year 1848.

Bchool Population. Pupils.
Home District, ev¢ceccceccscecccns 28,689 13,784
City of Toronto,seeeccocscssccsces 5,500 1,678
Colborne Dietrict, ssssoscesscssens 7,700 2,995
Huron Distriet, ecsecvscccrracsces 5,482 2,459
City of Kingston,eeeeccecccsccnsacs 3,461 524

In contrasting (in the same number of the Journal, page 96,) the
effects of free schools upon the school attendance in the city of
Toronto and the town of Niagara, in 1848, we remarked :—

- It will be curious and interesting to note the difference in the
effect of the operation of the partial and universal systems of popu-
lar education on the school attendance of the pupils. Last vear,
{1848,) out of a school population of 5,500, but 1,678 are reported
as having attended the common schools-—~and those only during
six months of tho year! While in the town of Niagars, under the
free school system, with a school population of 668, 716—including
pupils above the age of 16 years, &c.—are reported as having
attended the common schools during the entire year. The contrast
is striking ; but it is the result of the operation of the same school
law in the two ex-capitals of Upper Canada during the same year.

It is gratifying to add, that the present year witnesses the full and
complete adoption, recently, of the free school system, in the present
capital of United Canada, as well as in the ancient town of Niagara.
In both places the effect is highly satisfactory.

As it rogards the offects of the operation of a system of free
schools, supported by a general assessment upon property upon
school attendance in Upper Canada during the years 1849-50, we
need only refer our correspondent to the extracts from the remarks
aceompanying various local superintendents’ statistieal school reports
for last year, published in the March, April, and present number of
this Journal. The extracts confirm in an emphatio and gratifying
manner our decided opinion of the “school filling™ eharacter of the
system of free schools at present in operation in Upper Canada.
They moreover evince the determination of the: inhabitants of
several school soctions, to sustain their schools entirely, in fature,
upon this more popular and less expensive plan.

PROGRESS OF POPULAR EDUCATION IN THE PRO-.
VINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

In the Feb. No. of the 3rd Vol. of this Journal, we had great plea-
sure in reforring to the proceedings of the Nova Scotia Legislature in
making provision for the establishment of a system of Common
Schools, and for the appointment of & Superintendent for that
Province. From the first annual Report of this officer, lately laid
before the logislature, and containing 128 pages, we make the fol-
lowing extracts, illustrative of the zeal and ability of tho Superin-
intendent ; and exhibiting the actual state and prospects of educa-
tion in our sister Province : of his report, Mr. Dawson remarks:—

It includes a narrative of my proceedings ‘in discharge of the
duties of the office of Superintendent of Education, remarks on
the state of education and suggestions for improvement, and statis-
tical tables containing abstracts of the Reports of the Boards of
Commissioners. The details embraced in these subjects, I have
arranged undcr the following heads :—(.4.) Narrative of proceed-
ings. 1. Tour in the United States. 2. Preparation and Distribution
of Forms of Reports, &c. 3. Public Meetings and Leectures. 4.
Inspection of Schools. 5. Supply of Books and Apparatus, 6. Asso-
ciations and Institutes. 7. Supply of Teachers to destitute Districts.
(B.) State of Education and Suggestions for Improvement. 8.
Boards of Commissioners. 9. School Trustees. 10. Toachers. -11.
Support of Schools and Assessment. 12. Attendance. 13. School
Houses and Furnituro. 14. Scheol Districts. 15. Common Schools,
their Studies and Discipline. ‘16. Grammar Schools and Academies.
17. Establishment of & Normal School. 18. Notices of tl.e Commis-
sioners’ Districts, Meetings, &c. (C.) Statistical Report.”

After furnishing minute information relating to the state of schools
in various places visited, during his tour in the United States, Mr.
Dawson thus concludes :—

“Had longer time been at my disposal, I might, in the States
which I have visited, as well as in other paris of the United States
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