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gested. We doubt whether any other wvriter pos- H-ildebrandine theory of the supremnacy of the clergy
sesses sufficient command of the authorities to move and of the P~ope as thcir chief over the iay poivers
so, freely without stumbling iii that diim twviliglit of and the laity generaily, wvhich at this period filled
the dawri or Frenchi listçry. But ai the cssays are the hieads and fired the hecarts of ail the pricsts in
full of leamning and sound instruction. Europe ; wvhich %vas supported by a whole arsenal of

If there is one of thc series front the generai. forgery and fraud, as wve1l as by tie general agencies
vicws of whicli we are disposed to dissent, thoughi of sup)erstition, and wvhich, if it couild .have been
with great def.erence fot the opinion of one so carried into effect, would have reduced Europe to

trughly at hjoîiae in the subject, it ks that on "St. lthe condition o! Egypt, paralyzed intellect, arrested
Thomas of Canterbury and bis Biographers." \Ve politicai progress and stopped the current of civiliza-
cannot hielp thinking that Mr. Freenian's fondness tion. The chier object for iviiich lie foughit was the
for St. Thomas a'Becket is a case of what the iminunity of cherical robbers and murderers, and of
writers on Primitive Culture cali " survival "; that all robbers and murderers uýer wvhoma the chergy
it belongs rather to the eaî lier and more ecchesisti- tichose, vith a viewv or enlarging their chientage, to
cal portion o! the author's career, ivhen lie was one extend the protection of their ordei, front the juris.
of the most eminent amnong the leaders in the revival idiction of secuhlar trihunmals, as William of Newvburgh,
of Chuirch Art connected Nvith, the H-igli Churcli --)out the only contemporary writer in wvhom any-
movement at Oxford. To us, %ve confess, Thomas thing like an impartial accounit of these transactions
a'Becket lias -lwvays seemed to stand in strong con- is to be found, very clearly explains. But it is flot
trast tu the real Saintship of Anselm, and to be him- to be forgotten that immediately after his appoint-
self in truth nothing more thian a vulgar embodiment ment to the Archibishopric, and before the Constitu-
of the sacerdotal ambition and the ecciesiastical tions of Clarendon wvere mooted, hie commenced bis
fallacies of bis age. Thierry lias discovered in him icourse of aggression by setting up tyrannical dlaims
a Saxon patriut, defonding bis race against thc Nor- Ito property which had licen ve2ted by a long terra of
mnan opprcssor ; but tis theory is justhy pronounced prescription in other hands ; rit the same time
by Mr. Freeînan untenabie : Becket wvas not of Ioutraging justice by making himself judge in bis oiwn
Saxo'n but of Norman extraction, and, as Mr. Free- cause and violating the ebtablikhed custom o! the
man says, the sharp antagonîsmn of races assumcd in reaim by excomnlunicating a tenant in chie! of the
Thierry's hypotheosis liad by this time ceased to exist. Crown without the cognizance of the King. His
Thierry makos a great point of the article in the bearing through the whole controversy %vas in tice
Constitutions o! Clarendon fnrbidding the ordination hast degree insolent, outrageous and uncliristian :
of serfs without the consent of their lords, in oppos- even bis înost attaclied partizan liad to warn him that,
ing wvhich hie supposes Becket to have been the instead of alwvays poring over the Canon Laiw, the
champion o! the Saxon democi-acy. Milman, on the magazine of ecciosiastical aggression, lio hîad better
other hand , lias rcmarked that this ar-ticle in reahity turn his mind to the Gospel. He met his death ait
passed almost unhceded. Mr. Frerman disputes hast by violence, and in this sense he may be said
Miiman's opinion on the strength of some linos in to have beon, in Mr. Freeînan's %vords, "«a martyr
the Metrical Frenchi Liro of' Beckct by Garnier. to the general cause o! hawv and order" ; but ho had
But .v- have the most positive proofr that Thierry himself provoked that violence by launching,' im-
has va-sO.y oxaggerated the importance of the article Imediately alteî bis reconciliation wvith the King and
and that it wvas really regardcd by Becket's party as in breacli of the agree.-rent into wbich ho had .irtu-
of second -ry moment -since at the Councilo' Sn, ally entered, a storm of censures and excommunica-
the sixtee . Constitutions of Clarendon werelib-I tions for wvhich MNr. Freeman blamoes hina highiy,
fore the Pope, %vho distinguished thoso vhich wvere justly remarking that the amnesty which wouhd na-
utterly inadmissible front thoso wvhicb, thouglà objec- Iturally have bcen expected undor the circumrstancos
tionable, wverc comparatively harmless, and phaced Ifrom a ;ecular conclueror, %vas mach more to bo ex-
the article respecting the ordination of serfs ini the Ipocted from a minister of peace. "«But," says Mr.
latter ciass. Wliat the democratie sympathies of IFreoman, " in the state oir fanatic exaltation into
Rome and her reprcsentatîvcs %werc worth appeare I which Thomas had now wrought himsohf, ienity
not long after this in the Papal condemnation of the wouhd have secmned a crime which would ir.cur tho
Grcat Charter and its authors. Democratic, Rome I urse of MIeroz. " Peophe in a state of fanatic exalta-
bas, in truth, nover been ; thougli in the cise o! ti.on are apt, ospecialiy in rougb timos, to run into
kings who were beretics or opposed ber pretonsions violent collisions-. The conduct and liearing of this
she has been rebel and tyrannicide. it cannot bc ecclesiastical termagant made it pcffectly clear dta
prted aain, tat Becec ivas a martyr o roli- there %vas no living ivithin the saino reahm with him
gious liberty in the higli sense of the teri, since as a Iexcept on condition of absolute submission to bis

niember o! the Council of Tours hoe took part in set- Ifanatical. and tyrannicai wvili. The hast gospel prin-
ting on foot those persecutions o! the lieretics of I ciphe in defonce of which the servant of Christ
Southora France, Nvhich iat hast culmînatod in the 1 launcbed bis anathomas, and to wbich, if to any
extermination cf tho Aibigensos. To the iberties o! principlo, hoe vas a martyr, wvas tho supremacv
the national Cliurch o! England ho was twvice a of Cantcrbury over York, and tho exclusive rigbt o!
traîÎtor:- first in alhowing hîrnsehf to, be fcrcd- on tho Archbishop o! Canterbury to crown and anoint
the ehectors to, the Archbishopric, in defiance of tho King. The hast word uttcred by bis saintiy
Churc1h ri-hts and hiberties, by an exercise o! the lips wva:; "pandar," which provokcd the cxcitcd
royal 1 ow*r ; sccondiy, in attcmpting to get rid o! 1sava-.ce to whom it vas addressed to hewv hurt down.
this fla-w in bis position by surrendering the Primacy i The crazy lust o! martyrdomt which at hast possesseti
of E ngland into the hands o! the Pope and rccciving him, and whicli widchy prcvaiied in that crusading
it back as the Pope's gîft, a precedont whîcli] a age, migbt not otherwise bave been gratiflcd. wc
probably flot forttottcn in the usurping Counciso arc vcry mucli in the darkc as to some parts of bis
Innacent III. lie was a martyr to, nothing but that character, our chic! authorities bcinghis ecclesiastical
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