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The C. H. Mortimer Publishing Company
of Toronto, Limited
CosrFepERATION Lire Buinping, Torontc

Branci Orrick:
IsmrerIAL BUiLDING, MONTRRAL
The Lussxxaan Weekly Edition is publishcd every Wednesday, and
the Monthly Edition on the 15t day of esery month,
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

Ono Copy, Weekly and Monthly, One Year, {n advanco....... 81.00
One Copy, Weekly and Monthly, Six Months, in advance..... .50

Poreizn Subscriptions, $3.00 a Year.
ADVERTISING RATES FURNISURD ON APPLICATION

Tig CANavA LusbsExsAN is published in the interests g the lumber
trade and allied industries threughout the Doniinion, Leing the only re-
prescntative in Canada of this furemant btanch of the commerce of this
country. ltaims at Riving (ull and timely information on all subjects

hins these & s, d ing these topics cditorially and inviting
fr.c discuesion by otbers.

Ecpecial pains are taken 2o secure the 1atest and most trustworthy mare
ket quotations fr:f various points througbout the we rld, 30 asto afford to
the traae in Canada information sn which it can rely in its operations.

Specal correspondents in Incalities of importance p esentan accurato
report n..t oaly of prices and the condition of the mark-t, but also of other
speciatly R to ocurteaders. Hut correspondence is not
only welcome, but is invited frem  all who bave any information to com-
municate or subjects 10 discuss relating to the trade orin any-vay aflecting
it. Even when we may not be able 1o agree with the writers, we will give
them a fair opportunity for free discussion as the Lrst means cf eliciting
thetrutli.  Any items of inter=st are particularly requested, for even if pot
of great imputance individually they contridute to a fusd of information
from which general retolis are obtained.

Advertisere will receive caretul atention and linsral treatment. We
noed 7ot point out that for many the CANADA LunsxxitaN, with itsspe-
cial class of readers, is not oaly an exceptionally zood medium for secuning
saablicity, but is indispensable for those who would biring themselves before
the notice ofthat clasx.  Specialattention isditected to *\WanTZD™ and
**FoR SA1X" advertisements, which will be inserted in a conspicuous posis
tion at the uniform price of;f cents per line for each jnsertion.
weats of this chancter will be subject 20 a discount of a5 per cent. it

rdered for four Ive issues cr Jonger.

Subecribers will find the small amouat they pay for the CANADA Lux-
TERMAX quite insignificant as compared withits valuc to them. There is
notan ingiv'bdual in the trade, of specially interested in it, who stould not
be ua car lut, thus obtaining the prosent benefit and asding and encours
aging us to render it even more corplete

FOREST FIRES.

Fire has again brought ruin to hundreds of
miles of the forests of Canada.  The most ser
ious damage has been donc in the Tamiscam-
ing and Kippewa districts, in the northern pine
sections of Ontario and Quecbec.  Although
the actual loss is not yet known, the estimates
range from §500,000 to $1,000,000. In New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia the loss has been
about $100.000.

The immediate monetary loss represents but
s small portion of the damage, as millions of
youny pines which have no present value, but
which, if allowed to grow, would in years to
come be of immense value to the country, have
been destroved.  The loss by the destructica
of these youny pines is mare than the damage
to the merchantable trees.  They would have
been commercially valuable in a few vears, but
it will be a1 longr time before the new growth
can veplace them.

The targer trees damaged by the fire will be
cut by the lumbermen as soon as possible.
Perhaps it may follow that the timber output
of the coming season will consequently be heavier
than would otherwise hive been the case, but
it is hoped not o such an extent as to materi-
ally atfeet the lumber market.

In the opinion of M. Lumsden, 2 lamber-
man of many years' experienee, the recent fires
along the Quawa river were caused by settlers
burning brush in order 10 clean up the land.
The Outario Govesrmient has adopted a fire
ranging system which gives the Department of
Crown Lands authority to place rmangers on

territory under licence to lumbermen, and lum-
bermen themselves employ various measures to
prevent the spread of fire. With all the pre-
cautions that are taken, it secems almost im-
possible to prevent an occasional fire getting
such a start as to result in great damagre.

[t is manifestly in the interest of the country
generally that liberal appropiations should be
made by the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
ments to prevent the spread of forest fires and
to educate settlers in the direction of lighting
and controlling fires in or near a forest. We
know of no investment from which equally
good returns are likely to be secured as the
appropriation of a liberal sum for the protection
of the forests.

The sixth annual report of the chief fire war-
den of Minnesota contains information regard-
ing forest fire-ranging which is very suggestive.
The forests of that state are estimated to 1+
worth one hundred million dollars. During
the six years the fire ranging system has been
in operation, the damage from forest fires has
averaged only $335,000 a year, a comparatively
trifling sum. It is even more remarkable that
the entire expenditure for the system of protec-
tion was but $5,000 a year. No onc would for
a moment question the expediency of a system
which, at an expense of $35,000, restricts the
damage by fire in forests valued at $100,000,-
000 to $35,000 a year. The season of 19oo
was the driest and most dangerous season
that has occurred for six years. The number of
forest fires reported was 139, which burned
over 179,521 acres, and did damage to the
amount of $153,399. Of the 139 fires 23 were
caused by clearing land, g by railway locomo-
tives, 13 by campers and hunters, 5 by burning
meadows, 2 by river drivers, and 87 by un-
known causes. It seems strange that the
cause of so many fires should be unknown, but
it is fair 1o assume that most of them were the
result of carclessness on the part of settlers
and hunters, rather than of accident.

The lumbermen who have suffeied by the
recent fires deserve the sympathy of the public.
The loss in some cases represents more than
the profits of an entire scason’s operations.
Fire is but onc of the many obstacles with
which lumbermen have to contend.

THE COMING LOG CROP.

MosT of the lumbermen of Canada are now
completing their arrangements for getting out
anothers season'’s crop of logs. Prosperous con-
ditions prevail throughout Canada.  The
harvest in Manitoba and the Territories is most
abundant, while in the other provinces a fair
yicld of grain is assured. The lumber busi-
uess, ifwe except the castern spruce tradg, is
likewise prosperous. There is always the
danger at times such as these of an over-pro-
duction of lumber, and for this reason we
would urge upon the lumbermen of Canada to
adopt a conservative policy in respect to the
quantity of logs to be taken out during the com-
ing winter.

While pessimistic scatiment is not to be ad-
mired, it is very nccessary to look carefully
into the future and to so plan your business as
to provide for reverses which arise from time
time. The lumber business has enjoyed
several years of good times, but as *¢ in times of

'\\\
peace prepare for war,” so it shoylg be v
the lumbermen as far as productiog is §
cerned.  Very little can 1o logt bya my
facturer in restricting his production, uy
timber if left on the stump w.ily early ineregg;
value ; while if he should find himself Wity
over-supgly of lumber in . tine of depreggy

a financial loss is almost cu.iain, .

Canadian lumber manufu tarers might gy
properly turn their attentiown .nd Capihllot;
establishment of plaats for m:mufncturi-‘.,
greater quantity of their lumber into woyy
specialties, many of whidi are in greug
mand at home and in Great Britain, Them
duction of plants for the n.uafacture ok
shooks, tool handles, mouldings, chair g
and like goods will always fuul a ready mite
the difficulty to a greater exp.ansion of nk,
these lines in the past being that hasi
impossible for British importers 1o secure
goods.

The manner in which the British mgz,
turer utilizes every piece of raw material sy
be an object lesson to Canadians. § e
sentative of an Irish firm which manufm,
carriages recently visited Canada for thepe.
pose of obtaining a supply of timber. Tog
writer he stated that such picces of timwy
were not suitable for carriage purposes m
made up in tool handles, 2nd those that sy
not make handles were cut up into char st
by which means every piece of timberofm
size was utilized. He was looking mng
question of carrying this policy of utimy
still further, by putting in a machie fr &
manufacture of skewers. :

The above sugge: tions are thrown out ot
hope that Canadian lumbermen will aotee;
stock the market with lumber, but i
deavor to restrict the output and obtnd
best possible returns from the timber whisy
taken out.

LUMBER INSURANCE

The Canadian Fire Underwriters’ A
tion, at a meeting held in Toronto last xxd]
decided to adopt specific rating, and inw &
ing made a sharp advance in the ratesof
ance on lumber. This course, it is claze!
the underwriters, has been rendered nes
by reason of the heavy losses which th
panics have sustained on lumber. Tieg
crease is equal to about one pe- cent. Aty
the new rate is only intended to apply =
iately to the towns and villages of Ontinn 3
is understood that next spring the advase
go into cffect throughout the Dominion

While admitting that lumber v a more b
ardous risk than other commodities, the
bermen regard the advanced rate as esws
and unwarranted by the losscs. \Whik 14
possible, by isolating the lumbcr from 21}
ings, to sccure a comparatively low rate, o=
of the mills are so situated as to render i
practicable.

Commenting upon the action of the
writers, the Insurance and Finance [
says :—

‘It is expected that the dangc- spotszt
will have to bear the brunt ¢ any ins
and, on the other hand, risks or roups
superior of their class, will have afaverd
sideration in rating.  The obye. t of thiss®
of rating is to charge {or insurance in pry




