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bate should v- far as possible bru on the profession to whichi we aspir,
and their nature should be suich that profit xnay bc derived from the
discussion.

There i8 anothier ob.jectionablo feature of the last debate which should
not, bc ovorlooked, as a frequent repetition of it lias been in.jurious te the
society in the past, and inust iuevitiably bc so, iu the future. One of -the
debaters failed to put ini an appearance. Of course this inight bc unavoid-
;Ible. Such mi-lit occasionally happen in the best regulated society, but
aï ln this, case, no explanation whatever wvas given, tho delinquent' hair f
hirnself open to aýdverse, criticism. To insure the suceess of Our meet-

igit is absolutely necessary that those whose mnmes are on the -po-
gramme should not fait te bu presenit, and that tliey should be reasonably pre-
pared to perfori their part. The time of the students la precions. When
they ýattend, a meeting of the socitty, they oxpeot tu bc befieflted, and it is
alivays disappointing te, flnd some of the debaters, unprepare&, or unneces-
sarily absent. The resuit is they become dissatisfied and absent themselve.s-
frein the meetings that their tUne inay be niore profitahly employed. To
this wo trace the comparative failure of the Pooiety in the past. It cannot
be attributcd to, want of appreciation on the part of itfs mnembers, for a]I
admit tho importance of this part of our literary training. Tho attendance,
at the meeting ou December 6th wsgonotwithstanding thé prexirnity
of the Xias exaininations.

Mr. H. C. Sutherland mail an interesting essay on theo engin of speech,
aud. readings wore, given by Messia. W. D. Roid aud J. Maynard. Tho
follewing gentlemen ivero then called, on for impromptu speeches: Meusrs.
St. Aubin, Dempster, A. MéoVicar, Rondeau, Gourley, M. Maynard and A.
Rlussell. The frequent recurrence of this feature of out programmes baLs
4ise, been made the subject of unfavorable criticisin. The practice certainly
hu. menit, but it should bc induiged in sparingly, as usual.ly ther. is ver'y
littie, profit te the audience. t:What a speaker says without previous-
thought is not iworthi saying." (Vide notes on Homileties.>


