
f Addams Family more than just a macabre experience
the camp humour prevalent in the and situations.
60s, The Addams Family movie is as

- Charles Addams’ New Yorker ax- | The Addamt Family I wickedly satirical as Addams’ origi- and Wednesday, who are selling

irr„r:rxs -SEHSr= the 1940s and 50s. To be sure, World I____________ yParamo------------------1 taken directly from them. While the of lemonade if they agree to buy a box
a War II had horrors enough of its own. Street and Beellejuice. results are not as frenetic or original of cookies, but she’s fussy about what
S but Addams brought the macabre to Addams used his family — as some recent films (Tim Burton s she II drink. Is your lemonade made
5 the staid, stable suburbs of America. Morticia, Gomez, the children, Beetlejuice and EdwardScissorhands, with real lemons?” she asks.
• if Addams' cartoons were merely Wednesday and Pugsley, Uncle Fes- in particular), they are charming and Are your girl scout cookies made

gruesome, there would be no sense in ter and Lurch, the butler — to satirize thoughtful. with real girl scouts? Wednesday
reviving them for the 1990s. Hal- the conventions of the emerging The plot is simplicity in itself: an responds. 
loween, Friday the 13th and other middle class. From home movies to impostor poses as Fester. Gomez’ In a different scene, Morticia, 
horror films have given audiences summer camp to declarations of love, long lost brother, in order to cheat the temporarily forced to become a sub- 
more chills than Addams’ relatively Addams viciously, relentlessly Addams out of their wealth. The story stitute teacher, brings a class of seven- 
domesticated, sophisticated panels; skewered American customs. isn t especially convincing, but also year-olds to tears by telling them the
comedy has been combined with hor- Unlike The Addams Family tele- isn’t that important — it is just an story of Hansel and Gretel, but mak-
ror in films like A Nightmare on Elm vision show, which tended towards excuse for a series of macabre jokes ing them sympathize with the witch

who gets burned alive. It is a funny 
moment, but it has a point: we tell 
children such gruesome fairy tales
withoutreally considering what we’re

Ü2 by Ira Nayman film gallows humour, something which 
rarely happened in the TV series.

Anjelica Huston as Morticia and 
Raul Julia as Gomez are both hilari
ous and touching; though given a 
gruesome twist, their love is more 
affecting than many so-called screen 
romances. In fact, The Addams Fam
ily, in its own bizarre way, supports 
an old-fashioned family ideal in its 
depictions of various loving relation
ships, such as sibling rivalries or 
parents’ love of their children.

A few bars from the television 
theme song are thrown in at the be
ginning of the film and quickly for
gotten, an early indication that the 
film doesn’t take much from the se
ries. On the other hand, the score, 
mostly Hollywood Full Orchestra 
Generic, with a truly awful rap by 
(former MC) Hammer, isn’t a good 
substitute.

This minor sour note aside, The 
Addams Family is a very entertaining 
film. It may not move as quickly as 
other films in its genre, but it has more 
depth.

A girl scout walks up to Pugsley

What are your children watching?
Feivel Goes West goes beyond enter- saying, 
tainment — it fosters terrible stereo-by Anthony Pizzari film The casting is impeccable and the 

acting inspired. The family ensemble, 
Indians, for ex ample, are portrayed which includes Christopher Lloyd,

Christina Ricci, Jimmy Workman. 
Judith Malina and Carel Struycken, 
manage to inject pathos into their

An American Tail: Feivel Goes West
directed by Phil Nibbelink and Simon Wells

featuring the voice of Jimmy Stewart i as superstitious, “pagan,” violent and
on «,= promise of . bette, life. This , P-«i«d h, 0en,yMi. ignora-when iheym^ihecUrei,
promise is made by cats whose hid- cause this cartoon is evil. Going to see god and lavish him with riches,
den agenda is to make “mouse- this animated film raises the serious Women are portrayed as we , 
burgers” out of them after exploiting issue of what kind of ideologies dependent and dominated by men.
their labour. No one knows about this today’s children are being fed at the Feivel s sister just wants to sing, she

is dependent upon her father and
brother to “save her life.” Feivel’s

types.It’s a pathetic story. A Jewish immi
grant family of mice gets conned to 
moving to the West from New York

except Feivel, who must convince movies, 
everyone that the cats want to eat 
them

What’s not important about this
film are its technical aspects. Disney mother is only an extension of her 

When Disney does a fairytale, they has been making cartoons for decades husband, the “head of the family, 
say it’s forever. Let’s hope not, be- now; they know how to entertain. But And it is the old dog, with his old-

fashioned way of doing things, that 
saves all the little mice from the sin-
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I ister cats. The real twist is that the dog ■
H trains Tiger (that goofy but lovable H 
[| anti-hero of a cat) to be a dog. *1
fl The dialogue is made up of cliches, ■ 
gg proverbs, quotes fromold movies and em 
I a huge dose of pro-American values. " 
j The intertextual relations are too |^|
I overwhelming and depressing to

consider. It’s no wonder society has ■§ti||
■ so many problems when tomorrow’s ■flj 
I adults are being conditioned to think 
I of Indians as primitive, women as 
| physically (and intellectually) inferior
■ and old-fashioned values as good.

________ * An American Tail: Feivel Goes
Three mean hombres walk towards the camera. Is this an indication of what we can West is the kind of film you’re sup- 
expect from the New World Order, or just the latest Disney cartoon, An Amerkan Tad: posed to go and see with your eight 
Feivel Gees Wesfl year-old cousin. Just say no.
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"Are you unhappy, darling?" 
‘Oh, yes, yes! Completely."

fafWMScore well on the
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^———— VISION AND SOUNDSEXPERIENCE THE RESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB

Upcoming Events
Wednesday November 27

Motown R&B Live Band with 
Special Guest LIBERTY SILVER

In Toronto: 
923-PREP (7737)
Outside Toronto: 

1-800-387-5519

• Open 24 hours

• 10,000 VHS Movies Superstore

• Bring York ID Card and Rent One 
and Get One Rental FREE (Mon-Thurs. ONLY)

• Rent Two Movies, Buy one 2L Bottle of 
Coke & 1 Bag of Potato Chips (180g) for the

Total Price of $8.69

• Rent 3 Movies and get one 2L Bottle of
Coke FREE

• FREE POPCORN

• First movie FREE to new members

This Christmas, 
help protect an 

acre of rainforest 
for just $25.

With help from Canadians, 
World Wildlife Fund has 
protected thousands of 

acres of tropical forest — 
through the Guardian of 
the Rainforest campaign. 

But forests are being 
destroyed at the rate of 
one acre every second! 
To protect an acre for 

your friends and family 
this Christmas, call 
1-800-26-PANDA.

December 2 & 9
Louchlin-Hypnotist

Dinner & Show $29.95/Show Only $10.00

Wednesday December 4
"The Cast of Beatlemania"

Dinner & Show $45.00 (7 p.m.)/Show Only $15.00 (9 p.m.)

Tuesday December 10
Run D.M.C. (main act)

Opening Act: Donna Robbins & Christina Lorr
$20.00/advance $25.00/at the door

Every Thursday CFNY DJ Chris Sheppard — NO COVER
For further information please call (416) 886-6239
270 West Beaver Creek Road, Richmond Hill

tfoiA World Wildlife Fund 
U^Fru 90 Eglinton Ave. E. Suite 504 
WWF Toronto, ON M4P 2Z7736-19401290 FINCH AVENUE WEST 

(Finch & Keele Plaza)


