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Indian Affairs
ing that state of equality. Equality for the
Indian people of Canada requires far more
than a transfer of jurisdiction to the prov-
inces. We must face the fact that a transfer of
jurisdiction by itself could make economic
equality for some Indian people, and especial-
ly for those who live in the less wealthy
provinces, a much more distant goal. We
must recognize the fact that some provinces
are in a better position to help the Indian
people in terms of encouraging economic self
determination, jobs, and the like. There are
other provinces which are in a less fortunate
economic situation and it would be simply
unrealistic to expect them to carry the added
burden of services to the Indian people. If
there is to be a genuine concern for equality,
and I am not prepared to question the minis-
ter’s motives, it is imperative that the govern-
ment now move ahead with full consultations
with the Indian peoples and the provinces.
The government must recognize that progress
will be made much more difficult if the con-
sultations are carried out in an atmosphere of
distrust on the part of the Indian people and
representatives of the provinces.

There have been enough unilateral
announcements by the government. We all
accept the goals of equity laid down by the
minister and I accept his sincerity of purpose.
I am disappointed this new effort has been
launched in an atmosphere which indicates a
failure to consult. I am pleased to learn the
minister is now visiting the provinces. I hope
he will not try to proceed with a program
that simply involves a declaration of intention
on the part of the government of Canada to
transfer the rights of the Indians to the
Provinces.

® (3:50 p.m.)

I hope the minister will settle down to the
very serious and prolonged problem of devel-
oping a program that will be satisfactory to
the Indian people, a program which the prov-
inces would be willing to undertake and for
which they will be given the financial
resources to enable them to carry out this
responsibility.

Mr. Len Marchand (Kamloops-Cariboo):
Mr. Speaker, I had not intended to take part
in this debate at this time because I have to
leave for Vancouver. Perhaps I can make a
few remarks, however. This is a very impor-
tant matter. There are approximately ten
reservations in my riding. The reason I am
going to Vancouver and the interior of British
Columbia is to meet many of these people. I
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want to know their opinions. I want to know
what they think of this particular policy
before I make a lot of statements on their
behalf.

There have been a lot of misrepresentations
and misunderstandings as a result of some of
the statements which have been made. A lot
of these things that are embraced in the poli-
cy are things for which the Indian people
have been asking. We have been asking our-
selves, are we going to be treated as children
for the rest of our lives or are we going to
take on the responsibilities of adults? We
must accept these responsibilities in the same
way that other people do. We want to do
these things. We want to take on the respon-
sibilities which other people have. We cannot
be treated like children forever. We cannot
look upon ourselves as children. We have to
participate in all aspects of Canadian life as
human beings. I think this particular policy is
paying off. It sets out some of the goals to
which the Indian people have been aspiring.
We have the same aspirations as other people.

Reference has been made to some of the
things which are unacceptable. One of the
major fears of the Indian people is that there
will be a constitutional change which will
turn over the responsibility for Indians to the
provinces. This is something which the Indian
people have feared for a long time. I plead
with the minister to look at this matter very
carefully, and clarify it so that it will be
clearly understood.

Even though there is some fear on the part
of the Indian people with respect to turning
over the -constitutional responsibility with
regard to Indians, this does not mean that
they do not want provincial services. We
want provincial services, but there is another
way of doing it. Many people have asked for
this, including the North American Brother-
hood, of which I have been a member for a
very long time, as well as the Native Brother-
hood of British Columbia.

The provincial governments are in the best
position to provide many services, such as
social welfare and education. They are in the
best position to provide education because
that is their responsibility. It is only right
that we obtain our education from the same
source as other people. It is not a matter of
the federal government abdicating a responsi-
bility. The government is trying to provide
the best services possible for the Indian peo-
ple. On many occasions I have asked the
minister to give consideration to giving juris-
diction to the provinces on a function by



