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FUE TOREE LITTLE CILAIRS.

They sat ty the bright wool fire,

The gray haired dam and the aged sire,
Dreaming of days gone by ;

The tear-drops tell on vach wrinkled cheek,

They both had thoughts they could not speak,
Aud cach heart otfred 8 sigh—

For their sad and tearfol eves descried
Toree httle ehairs placed side by side
Azainst the sitting-room wall ;
Old-1ashion=d enongh as there they stool,
Their sears of flig and theie frames of wood,
With their bicks so straizht sl tall,

Then the sive shook Lis silvesy head,

Aud with tromt voice he gently said @ |

M aher, these cmpty chairs !
Fbes bioing us such sad, sad, thoughts to night,
We'ih put them for ever ou of sight,
Lo the swall dark room upstairs.”
But she answered @ +Father, no not yet,
For 1 look at ih
Fhiat the children are away ;

b, and [ brget l

The boy« come back, and our Mary too, |
With ber apron on of checkered tlue, |
Aud it thers every day.’

“Johnuny sill whittles a ship's tall masts,

And Willie his leaden bulivts easts,
Whi'e Mary her jatehwork sews;

At evening the three childish prayers

Go up to od from 1hese lutle chairs,
Su sulily that no voe knows.

“Jobnny cones back from the billowy deep,

Willie' wakes from the battle ficld sleep,
Turay Gool vignt w we ;

Mary’s a wite and mother no more,

Rt a tired child, whose play time is o'er,
And comes 10 rest st wmy knes.

“So lct them stand there, though empty now,
Aud every time when alone we bow
At the Father's throve to pray,
We'll ask 1o meet the children above,
In our Savivur's home of rest and love,
Where no child gocth away.”

ilif;ﬁﬁt’il]’ﬁ- ¢ aleﬁ

TO LET.

I should like to describe wy hero as a young
aund gallant cavalier of this nineteenth century,
with the beauty ot an Apollo and the wisdom of a
sage, but truth compels me to acknowledge that
Rupert Swithson, in spite of bis fine Christian ap-
pellation, was weither one nor the otber. MHis
nephew and namesake, who was called in the
bosomn of bis family Rupert the Second, said that
s Uncle Rupert was a “crusty old bachelor,”
and | hammer my brains in vain for a more fit-
ting description. A crusty old bachelor he une
doubtedly was, more than fifty years of age, with
grizzled bair, beavy gray beard, and a rough voice

4 ond manner. Itis very truethat he was always
careful to keep the *crustiest’ sitle of his nature on
the surtace, and had been discovered in the act of
committing several secret deeds of charity and
kindness, that belied utterly bis babitval surly tone
and abrupt manoer,

Twenty yeaFs before, when the gray hair was
nut-brown and clustéred in rich curls dver the
broad, white torehead, when the brown eyes shone
with the fire of ambition, the clear voice was
truv and tender, Rupert Swmithson’ bad given his
whole loyal beurt to Kate Carrol, neighbor and
friend, hitsle sweetheant from childhood.

Urged by love as well as ambition, be had lett
Lis Lowe, in a small Western town; and gone: to
New York to wina name and a fortune to lay at
Katie's teet. Lhe tortune aud fane a0 8 success

ing heart, when the pleading letters were answer
wl, of the dull apathy that yielded at last, and
gave away the hand of the young girl, when heart
seemed broken Al that the young, ardent lover
knew was the one bitter fact that the girl he loved
faithfully and fondly was false to her promise, the
wile of another. e spoke no word of bitterness,
but réturned 10 the bome he bad hoped was his
siepping-stone, and a life of loneliness,

Ten years later when his sister w'th her son and
daughter came to live in New York for education-
al advantages, Rupert the First was certainly
what bis saucy nephew called Lim, a crusty old
bachelor. Yet into thit sore, disappointed heart
Katie's desertion bad so wounded, the bachelor
uncle took with warm love and great indulgence
his nephew and niece, bright handsowe children
of ten and tweive, who, chidlike, imposed upon
hig, good nature, rioted over bLis quiet, orderly
house, his staid housekeeper declared they were

conceal with cynical words and looks.

Quite unconcious of the reason, Ruvert,

So when the final chords of the nocturne melt- . Smitheon was finding it very pleasant 1o talk |
ed softly into silence. the old bachelor siole away to this g-nile little widow aboat her plans, nm|‘
and left the house, bidding no one farewell. They as she spoke. was wondering if it would nor !
were accus'oried to his singular ways, and no one muke an agreeabl. V“ril'ly‘ in bis lonely life.
tollowed him, but M-s. Kimberley sighed as she 'O let her make her experiment of keeping a

said : fe

“Rupert gets odder anl crustier every year.” I :

Bat he is so good, Fannie sid, leaving her |
piano stool with a twirl that kept it spinning roun
guldily.

Why don’t he get married ? said Rapest. It is' |
adownright shame to have that splendid house |
shut up vear after year, excepting just the few
roons Uncle Rupert and Mrs. Jones oceupy.

1 mean to ask him ! Fannie said impulsively.

No, no! saild Mes. Ki:nbvrlv)'. hastily, never
speak of that to your uiscle, Fannie ! Never !

But why not ?

I never told you before, but yonr uncle was en- |

worse than a pair of monkeys, caressed him
stormily one moment, and pouted over some refu-
sal for a monstrous indulgence the next, and treat-
vd bim generally as bachelor uncles must expect
10 be treated by their sisters” elildren,

There was scme talk when Mrs. Kimberley first
came to New York, of making one household of
the family, but the wealthy wilow selected a resi-
dence three doors off in the same block.

Rupert was so set in bis filgety old bachelor
ways, she said, “that it would be pwitive cruelty
to disturb him.”

Probably young Rupert and Fannie did not
consider their bright young faces disturbers ot
their uncle’s tranquility, but it is‘quite certain that
out of school hours No. 49, their uncle’s house,
saw them as frequently as No. 43, where their

mother resided.  With the intgitive p-reeption of

children, they understood that the abrupt, often
{ barsh voice, the surly words, and the demonstra-
! tive manner, covercd aheart that would have made

any sacrifice for their sakes, that loved them with

as true a love as their own dead father could have
given thvm.

As they outgrew childhood, evidences of affec-

' tion ceased to take the form of dolls and drums,

and cropped out in Chiistmas checks, in ball

| dresses and Louquets, a saddle horse, and various

, other delightful shapes, till Rupert came of age,
| when he was taken 1rom college into bis uncle's
counting bouse and a closer intimacy than ever
was cemented between the young lite and the one
treading the downward path to old age.

There had been a faunly gathering at Mrs. Kim-
berley’s one evening in the month of March, and
a conversation bad arisen upon the traditional
customs and tricks of the first of April.

“Seuscless, absurd tricks,” Ropert Swithson had
called them, in bis abiupt rough way, “fit ouly 1o
amuse clildren or idiots I

Ob, pshaw, Uncle Rupert, Fannie said saucily,
you played Apnl fool tricks 'too, when you were
young.

Never! Never could sée any wit or sense in
them. And what's more, Mi-s Fannie, | never
was once caught by any of the shaliow decrits,

Never made an April fool ?

Never, and never will be! was the reply.
There child, go play me that last nocturne you
learned. It suits me. | bate sky-rocket music, but
. that is & dreawy, lazy air, and | like it.

The idea of your liking anyihing drcamy and
lazy, said Mrs. Kimberloy, I thought you were
all energy and activity,

When | work, | work! was the reply ; but
when | rest, I want rest.

Uncle Rupert! broke in Rupert, suddenly, what
will you bet I can't fool yon next week ?

Aba! The idea ot getting to my age to be fool-
ed by a boy like you.

Then you defy me ?

Of course I do.

I'll doit. Keep your eyes open.

Forewarned is fore ! Bt come, stop chat-
ting. I want my mbsic,

Pretty, saucy, mirth-loving Fannie, with her
dancing black (#yes and brilliant smile, did not
look like a w'r:y promising interpreter of **dreamy,
lazy music,” but once her hands touchvd the keys
of the grand piano-forte, the girl's whole nature
seemed to merge into the sounds she created
Merry music made dancing elves of her fingers as
they flew.over the notes ; dreamy music drew a
mask of bushed beauty over her face, and her
great black eyes would dilate seem to see far
away beauties as the room filled with the sweet
low cadences  She would look like an inspired
Joan of Are when gran.d chords rolled out under
her hands in majestic measures, and sacred mea-
sures, and sacred music transformed ber beauty
into sumething saintly. But once the rosewood

"love him in return. It must be dreadfully lonesome

gaged years ago, and there was some tronble. [
never understond about it“exactly, for [ was m lr-l
ried and left Wilton the same year that Rupert
came to New York.

am quite sure he was very much attached to her,

ences, Rir,
H had work from one firm for six yeurs, and if
you require it, I ean obtaio letters from my | ”
: 4 ea-terly currents will be fonnd steadier aid

you knew of Lim, Jubn Murray,

boarding house upon the premi es.  Seving his

resitation she said carvestly : — |
I thivk you will ba ~arti fied with my ref-r

I have lived in one house, and

ishand’s friends in Cincinnat i
Ciacinnarti !
He was qrite well known there,

Porhaps
S ?

John Murray !
Rapert Smithson  looked searchingly into

the pale, sad face, that was ) jlendingly
raised 1o his paze
Leleeke, the danecicg eyes, the langling | pe
that he pictured us belonging to John Mor

Where were the r oy

ruy's wife f Knowing vow the truth  he e

cogniz d the fuce belore him, the vou h all

gone, ard the expres-ion sanctified by sotrow

But this I do know : the |and suff ring.
Hady alter waiting three or four vears, married,

You liave children ? he enid “after a long

Ouly one living » daughter s venteen years

and Ropert has never been the same man since, | "‘”"' ce |

and that you wonll wound him, Faunie, if you
jested about marriage.

Bot T don’t mean to jest at all. T think he would
be ever «o much happier if he had some one to

in that I.|r.~_vr~ hon<e with no companion but Mrs.
Jones, who is one bhundred years old, 1 am cer-
tain.

He ought to marer her, said Rupert ; she al-
ways calls him *dearie,’

Don’t, chillren, jest about it any more, said
their mother, and be sure you never mention the
subject to your uncle.

The first of April was a clear, rather cold
dav. the air bright and snapping, and the rky
lull treacheros smilvs, as becamo  the coquet- |
{ish month of sunshine and showers.

I U: cle Rupert fizi<hing bis lonely Lreakfast
thought to him=elf : —

1 must be on the look ant to day for ‘Ru
pert's promised trick ! Tle won't find i+ w0
esny as he imagines to fool his o'd unel-.—
Who's there 2 The last two words in snawer
to a semew hat timid knock upon the door,

It wagr cettain’y not sany to astonish Ru
i pert Smith-on Lut hi- ey-s opened with a

most unmi-tukable expression of amazement, |
as the door op ned to admit & tall dlender f l
gure in decp mourning, and a low, very sweet
| voice a-ked 1—
{ T tbistle landlord ?

The—the——what ?

1 called about the house, »ir.

What house ? Tuke a seat—suddenly re-
cal'ing his politeness.

I2 not this No 49 W
* Certuinly it is,

I have been looking out for som= time for a
furnished house suitible for boarders, sir, and
if I find this one suits me, and the rent is not
too high—

But—interrunted the astoni-hed baclielor.

Oh, I hopn itis not tuken ! The adver
tisement said to eall betaeen eight and uine,
and it struck eight ds I stood wpon the dowr
step.

Oh, the advertizement ! So, an, Maseer Ru
pert | This is your doings, iz it 2 Will you let
me see the sdvertisement, madam ? i

You have the “Ilerall’ in your hand
sir. she said timidly. | did v ot cut it out

Ohi, you suw it in the *Hernld ?” and ke
turned to the list of honses t3 let,

Sure enough there it was,

To let, furnished, three story, brown
stone front. hasement, and rather a full des-
cription of the advantages of the premises,
with the emphatic addition. call only between
eight and nine o'clock A. M

So as to be sure T am at home, $he rascal !
said Rup-rt Smithson, laying a-ide the paper.
Iam sorry, madam, he ssid. that you have
had the troable of calling upon & useless ers|
rand '.
Then it is taken? said, & very disap-
pointed voice, and the heavy crape veil
was lified to show a sweet, matronly face
framed in that saddést of all badges, a widow's

Place ?

’

enp.
’Well no. anid the perplexed bachelor, it is
not exactly taken. !

Perhaps you ohject to boarders ?

Yon want to take boarders, he answered,
thinking how ladylike and gentle she looked,
,ml wondering it she bal been, long & widow.

Yes sir; but I would be very eareful about
the references.

Have you ever kept hoarders before 7

No sir. Since my busband died, six )nu'

oll. 1 heve buried all the o' hers, |
T wili I+t yon have the honse on ene ernli |
tion, he suid, bis lip trembling a livtle as hei
spoke, |
She did nct answer, In the saftensd - yes
looking into her own, in the voics sudden'y
modulated to & tender aws etnesn ®ome memo-
ry was awWikened and sh- only listoned with
bated breath and diluting ¥
On one condition, Katic, he said, that yon
come to it _ne my wile, und its miviress
have waited for you taenly years, Kati-!

It was hard 1o belicve, even then, though |
the little widow let him caress her, and soh
bed upon Lis breast,  Tlis pray baired, mid |
dle reed man, wa< g0 unlike the Ropert ste!
beleved fale | Even atier the whole past
was discussed. o d Rugeit keow how he lad
bern wronged, bu not by Katie it was hurd
10 believe there might be years of happiness!
sl in store for them,

Rupert Smith-ou did not put in an app-ar
ance, at his counting house all dny. and
Rupert the second went home to his dauner in
ruther an uneasy frame of mind regarding
that April fool trick of his.

I wust runover and see if [ bave offended
bey wd all hope of pardon, he enid us be 104
from the tab'e.

But a gruff voice behind Lim airested his
steps,

So,c0! yon have advertisel my hon:e to
let, said his uncle, but apite of his efforts, he
tailed to look very angry.

Huw many old maids and widows ap;li
ed ? inguired 1he daring young seap- grace.

ldw'tkrow. After the first applicatin
Mis. Jonws told the others the Louse was
tnken,

Tuken !

Yes, I have let it vpon a life lease to—here
e opened the door—my wi'e.

Very shy, blushing and timid, my wife
looked in b r slate color-d dresa and bonnet,
as her three hours' husband led hLer in. but
a‘ter a moment’s serutiny, Mrs, Kimberley
erivd 1 —

It i< Katie Carroll !

Katie Smithson ! srid the bridegroom, with
immenze diguity, aid my davglter Winni-
fred.

There was a new sersation as a pretty
blonde an<wered this call, but warmer wele me
was never given than was accord-d to these

|

o,

by their new relatives, and to this day Uncle

Rup rt will not acknoal dge that he got the
wurst of the joke when his nephew played him
an April fool's trick, by adverti-ing his bouse
TO L+ T.
—— - O s
TO EUROPE BY BALLOON.

We publish on another page a variety of
particolars concerning the consiruction ot the
great Graphic balloon. wherewith Professors
Wise and Donaldson intend to attempt the
pasange of the Atlantic, stariivg from. New
York ubout the 20tk of August next.

The only chance for a succ-s<tul issue of
this huzardons voyage. almost the mnly chance,
indecd, for life which the during seronncts
will po-sess, depends upon the flotant en
durauce of the aerial’ ship,  To fantity the
apparatus iv this respect will be the para
mount cousideration of the navigators  Doubte
less they s ould be glud to elongate the balioon,
yrovide propellers and steam power, wrd o
continue the experiments in aerinl navigation
ably begun by De Lome and oth-rs  But
the 1 ecessities of the present occasion fors
bid.

[}

ean be k-pt #flomt Jong encugh, she may be
walted over the ocean 10 Kurope But he
does not reconmenid the atempts wnd, if it
must be undertnken, »ishes that some otler
person. in whom he tid | 8s personnl regard
thun Profes or Wice were shont to make b
trinl  He thiod 3 hat. as prelan vary 1o this
ocean voyage, Professor Wie ought t make
an overland flight trom the Pacifi e th
Atlinvie. s di<tance neary «qaal to the widiy
of tha Atlantic «eean

T thie profie-sr Wisa replies that the

safler over the ocesn than above the land |
and he poefers to tuke the risks of dropoing
i0to the <en roaher than the chunecs of bamp
ing ngainst the ¢ s of the Rocky Moun-
taios

In view of the
bis great vovase trom Mi souri t0 N w Yok
in 1859 wribed in 09 It nunser, we
think his conc'usion is err e H exprers
tobe awb'e to keep ofl w7 o e ar tor ut loast
tet; days, while oy three dayswil' b setusliy
reqoited io the great “anlt " To ..~,_m-
probabilities of Lis suctess sppear 1o i ile
betier than those of an mdvoidual who i o
open Lot shoull
attempt to float across the Atlante upo th

Prof esor’s exi rlences on

without sal 1 oure

urface ol the Galf  Stream —[i aulic
Am rican
e —_
The Risks of the Rowing-Men.

The resenreles of Dy Jotn B Mwg o
physician of th= Manehister Boval Lotiom o
A deseribed in bis regeat and vory exhousiive
aork, U iversty Oss s ema t vaivable iy
this concectin 1 1369 be wi te 10 the
255 men then fiving aho hal roavd in anvy
of the Eeslich interan oversny ree s, getiin g
veplios from 251 anl b uzh the irerds of
most of the thiry nine «ho had ded e b
o ward, what b st ed bei g n sabetue
s Whether e ten iog mtesertion deanded
of thos+ who take ot jn the univorsity boat-

race sre of tivive on ehareer, that i
numerons e~ the cons itution is liable td'
b permacentdy wjueaz il u d '

geventern ither do-ciit. d thems ves, or were
spoken of by their tolines and bieeds, s
baving suff red o soms thi: g like e mllu\nn,_rf
exent 2 (O rix of b oose pon oed—fise from
consumptim wnd one fom hesrt d sease &
there i, st lenst, geave docbt whether thoar
overexertion in boaf-racing was the predis-
poirg eange  OF five ensen ot snppored
injury, one who rowed tvo y e tousd 4 pan
soun aft-r in he ape X of bow beart, though 1o
pays he ean now welk ten or tw Iv- mwiles
without anv trouble, and bas preached two
scrmons almost every Sunday tor teon y
years ; atill bis heart ic weak, 1l uu;.-!_n he L
Ihiree othes did soff o«
hemt of

1o organie disoase,
ard serious'y. trom overrowicg, th ¢
one and the Fings of wnother beeoming very
much i jared in a way almost dircctly  truees
able to it Three more rowed when, from
som= ailment, they were not in fit condition
to do <o, snd se: m never 10 bave been rid of
the ill effects of their ‘imprudence.  Of th
remuining three, atl appeared o fare well
dusing their rowing years 3 but'the inaeiviry
of n sedentary lite since has b:ought the din-,
!or-lvr of stomach in two, wnd of hestt ard
{liver in one, whieh they might have naturally
expee ed from -uch a complet chavge in ||-~|r'
mode of life though vigwous exercise has
:Fi'll‘fl'l ‘one of them sll right sgaio. i
Morgan firds, too, that the longesity of the -
learhier Varsity oars compures quite lavorably
{ wi b that of le-s ahletic men otheraise sim-
ilarly crcumsianced:  Being fi st sure |!| ()
the rower has no con-titutional defvet, waiting
ti] he is at lea-t twenty, traiving him care'ul'y
and thoroughly, and considerably -Ivbrrrinluﬁ_
‘the o dwary race courses, wonkl go tur., be
thinks, foward avoiding th= dangers mentions
ed  Bat which of these would buse sav.d
Renforth, or would help us to discover wlhy
be died sben he did, and vot catlicr, for ius
tance ?

Agnin, while rowing allows and even invites
A mae 1o strip and let the sun in wt bis boly—
vo tr:fling benefit, by the-way—and whde it
tends 0 wot only generslly harden bim, vot
often to make him almost wmphibious it =
doub fu’ if it begine to baas beveficial »e maty
anoth r form of e xercise  Thore seens 1o (v
an iden prevalent among persons ot *amilae
with it that it expatid. the ehest, b 1y aee
quitd mi taken. A man may row for a e
nme, wind fis d bk el st not ene @ ch darz e
tor o doing. When carsmen have broad
chesta, they will, we think, be ‘ou-d 10 have
gotten them by some ol s means thue I:’ rw-.
g Brond back g they ene got, and p obably,
will, unil they scon look and we oo brosd
for their chestee—we menn tot tenlly theie
chests, but what is ordicenly olicd” 0, e

The ordivary rotdnd form of balloon,' front of thic cliest:




