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machines has taken place because they economise
labor. Thus a certain number of workmen find
themselves without occupation. It is true that
there is a mitigating circumstance, namely that there
IS an increased demand for labor in other branches
(manufacture of machines), but this demand can
never be as great as the amount of labor rendered
superfluous by machinery, for otherwise machines
would never have been introduced. However short
the apprenticeship required by modem industry, it

is nevertheless impossible, for a workman tc change
from one branch to another at short notice. Thus
the consequences for workmen thrown out of em-
ployment continue to be serious notwithstanding
thei mcreased demand in another branch. The
only case in which the introduction of machines will
occasion no unemplojrment will be when the de-
mand for commodities increases extraordinarilv,
as, for example, when a new market is opened up.
However, there are still other causes of forced

unemplcmnent. Such are the introduction of the
labor of women and children, the migration of
rural workers to the cities, immigration from back-
ward countries, and the supplanting of small bus-
inesses, by which members of the lower middle
class are forced down into the proletariat.

The causes of over-population are found, then,
in the system of production itself, and not in a too
great increase of the population ; a conclusion to be
drawn also from the fact that as far as actual
productivity of labor is concerned each produces
more than enough for his needs. There are, then,
always a number of persons who desire to work
but cannot find employment. In periods of crisis
the number of these increases enormously. The


