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which he w.. bom. It w« the birth y« of m«, «id wo^.who w«« de.tined to leave their impre.. upon the worldi^t ui take them up in the order of their birth:

Bdgar Allen Poe Jan. 19, 1809 ; Oct. 7. 1849-40 ve».Mendelssc^n p«K o iqaq. m ^ ,«:- *^ y^»n

o^an>i:!--.;;;:;; } ii "'•":^JSS

Wm Ewart Gladstone... Dec. 29, 1809; May 19, 1898-88 yearl

The life-long friendship of Tennyson. Gladstone. Fitwerddand Lord Houghton is worthy of note just here; while more thanpa«„ng notice might be taken of the fact that Tenn,«,n helpedm verse to elaborate and illumine g«at truthe which Darwinwas teaching m plain prose.

WK^%'Tu'°^*^'*
^°" '"^"'^ ^"''^ "^« <^'«^"»« »° tWs paper is.What do the Bntish people owe to Lord Tennyson ?

Pinst. He ennobled the English language. Language and
thought, expression and ,sentiment are closely linked together
It IB so easy to degrade written and spoken woids. Loose lan-
guage-loose thinking-locse morality. The downwaid teud-.-xcv

"
^y ^f^' /"^°°* ''*"' ^^P* °"' i»ngu»fie clear and clean is a

public benefactor, and such was TennyK>n. There is no expur-
gated Tennyson, there is no need for such. No English poet ever
wrought out his lines with greater care or fitted together idea.
and words with such consummate skill.

Let me make a quotation from the life of the present Prime
Minister of Great Britain

:

"In opening a coome of University extension lectures at Ores-ham College, on 11th October. 1892. Mr. Asquith paid an eto-
quent tribute to the memory of Tennyson. He said •

'I think wemay safely say that in the whole history of English Uterature
there is no writer any of us have read, of whom it mav be more


