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itlcrness," in tlui wny it iniiy (Ifsprvc nt their hamls.
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(laced on th,. same level ¥ ^" '"^ observations hitlierto, I liavo been per-

|ert!y iinilenoininntinnal. The wlioli- arijnineiit has

'ijardeii all the " otlier ehiircbes," of the Province ;

iiiise eause I have advocated in coininoii with that

four own. It will, I am persnaded, be conceded

;o me, in conclusion, that 1 shnnld have the privi-

||ei;e of atteinptiiii; an act of justice to the assailed
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' Mnntrenl Herald has

fiiiiciples of my own justly bidoved and venerated

tiirrisii Weslkv.w Ciicitcii.

Ill penning; my orii;inal remonstrance, riothinir

jijiiiti earth was more alien from my oriL;inal wish

_ ___ than to make even the most distant allusion, to my
arked upon " //^^ ii,,i -Ovmi particular denomination of Christian peojile.

\Ve thank him for that '^ut since, to serve his party, your Theolo};ical friend

ant intolerance of the lias broUi;ht them out before the public, in an iin-

^i'l C(dleif|.^ ,.,„,] jij^ rxitent attempt to do them dishonour ; and since lie

!'» it must needs lie sarcastically anticipates, to use liis own words, "/iro-

leaceful and respected ji^cted essoys vpon Methodise)!," in conse(ine'ice ; I

tioiishlp to those mis- j>vill devote my remainint;- space to that subject.

e violence their own ^Tar am I from beini; so ill-disposed, as to deny him
fended, by a mditury *^"y pleasure, which, even by possibility may arise,

fidin a cordial compliance with \\\^ friendly antici-

pations.

Your clerical correspondent is incapable of con-

cealing the enmity of his heart towards, as he ex-

jiiesses it, the Methodists of " the Biuti?ii Con-
NiMON." lie designates us, "Sectarian"

—

" Schismatical" " Keligionists" " Traders" !

Unlovely bitternesses these, flowing from, what the

Prayer-book terms, from the Greek, the " phro-
nema siirkns" of an unsan<-titied nature.

\ The term " Sectauian" is an ancient epithet of

iS, ecclesiastical oiiprobriiim, with whicli the intolerant

<|of llie Establishiil (.'liurches of the parent country
were formerly wont to degrade other religious

bodies, as contradistinguished from " Churches es-

tnllislicd hy Low." Of late years, however, the
scdinful appellation has become of exceedinuly in-

fi r(|nent use ; even on the other side of the .llldutic I

lictter feelings have prevailed in those Established
< liurches ; and those who have not parti(^i|)ated in

that amelioration of sentiment, have yet considered
it the most probable method ol' still pi cserviny their

t'Xi'hisive privileges, to abstain from offensively re-

]>roarhiiiir the less fivoiired communities : seeing
that ihey might, ])robably, be even ])rovoked into
Borne species of retaliation, with rei^ard to those
Valued and vaunted [loints of superlative siipt-riority.

Should a (.'hur<:li " vaunt" itself, however, on its

lieculiariiies, it should be rather in relation to its

e.veeUencirs than its privileyes— on tlie souls it con-
verts to (Jod, and the beiietits it confers on the

f'
country, rather than on the revenues it re<'eives,

I
anil the immunities it possesses. The latter may

I
excite envy; only the former can command adiiii-

i ration !

The Wesleyan Church, in the parent land ;

though her»elf what is termed a Vidnntary Estab-
lishment

; and supported alone by the contributions
of those who love lier ; has from the beginning
defended the principle of the public support of reli-
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gion, by th(' Princes and Hulers of the earth ; and
has truly rejoiced in the improving condition of

those Churches of the l^mpire, which have been
" estaiu.ishkd iiv i,A«-." On Ihnt point she

has no controversy witli them ; and ueahs them
NO riurixiE !

The two establi>liments of our father-land are,

however, perfectly local in their pretensions of su-

periority, on account of that circumstance in their

consiitution. The " dominant" jiu'isdiclion of the,

Pi!EsnYTEi{iAN, Is contiued to '' Scotland ;" and
that of the Episcopaman, to " Enpland, and
Ireland, and Jlenitich-u/ion-Ticeed." In any other

region of the liritish Empire, they lose their acci-

dent of being " eslahlished hy lair ;" and become
each, in the etymological an<l inoffensive sense ofthi;

word, ns truly and really a sect, as any other body
of Christians may be ! I am sorry to be obliged to

say even this much, in our own defence, to the

M' Gill Colleye and Montreal Courier party . Shiuild

tliat party, however, not have the wisdom to take a

more conciliating attitude, wiih respect to tlieir fel-

low-citizens of other cluirches, there arc others

who, having no Wishi/an ntiinities, may say still

mor<' to tliem on the subject ; not only in luii/Ush

and Latin, but also in " other tongues." " Faith-

ful are the wounds of a friend !"

" Sectarians," let lis be. The AVesleyans will

feel themselves in sufficiently good company with
the better-disposed nieiribers of that venerable

church, which has been disijraced by this out-of-place

disjiaragement of her fellow-Christians, on the part

of her would-be-deeined champion ! The occasioti

may be an ajiology for the mention of a few facts,

bearing upon our ecclesiastical hibtory in this

country.

Our CoNNEXroNAL Cnt'Rcn was first intro-

duced into Canada, hy itidividuals attached to the

victorious army of the immortal 'W'or.FE ! They
held their first elm rcdi meetings in Queliec, HEFonp,
any Protestant Minister of any Church had been

appointed for any part of this Province ! For some
years tliey were supjilied with resjiectable ministers

from the United States. Three of these, nil hon-

oured with the degree of Doctor in Divinity, sitill

survive, in an honourable age.

HuiTlsir Jlissionaries of our order, were sent out
at the request of some influential Canadian citizens,

at a time when, probaldy, the number of English
Cler;rymen <lid not exceed a dozen !

Subse(|nently, our Wesleyan Church received the

honour of an a|)plication, from the venerable an<l

revered Chown of our Emiiire, to encrease the

number of its ^Missionaries in Canada ; yp
special reference to the Aboriginal IinliaiMf:' Tliiil ^ '

we ini:;ht not be deterred by the (irospfct of aikH*^ .

tional expense; to which our own funds might be

uiiei|ual ; the flattering offer of a liaiulsom/ Gov-
ernment Grant was made to us. 1 iieedi not say
that the appreciated application was, oh the part of. „
our Missicuiary Committee in Eni^land, most"''
promptly met by a loyal and ready cotn{»rfancpV-v ^

In the days of (i!-n!!f'.r riir. l•^>.!•!!r!!,•s^^'•Jy«•,^p4

the public confidence in the principles of the reT%i(iii|,'-

comiiiunity, to which Dr. I'alloou and his party

bear so deadly a hatred, as that the Pahmament
(d' this Province jiasscd an Act, (and which re(;eived

the Uoyal sanction) to invent with clerical privileges

I


