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Settlements /« America. ^ >i

the intcrefls both of Great Britain and of the

new fcttlcmcnt. The truth is, nothing of an

enlarged and legiflative fpirit appears in the

planning of our colonies; the charter govern-

incnts were evidently copied from lome of
our corporations at home, which if they are

good inftitutions themfelves, yet are by no
means fit to be imitated by a new people go-

ing into a remote country, far from the eye

and hand of the fupreme power. What may
be an ufeful inftitution for an inferior member
of fome great body, and clofely united to it,

may be not at all proper for a new fettlement,

which is to form a fort of dependent com-
monwealth in a remote part of the world.

Here the ends to be anfwered, are to make
the new eflablifliment as ufeful as poflible to

the trade of the mother country ; to fecure its

dependence; to provide for the eafe, fafe-

t}', and happinefs of the fettlers ; to proteft

them from their enemies, and to make an

eafy and effectual provifion to preferve them
from the tyranny and avarice of their gover-

nors, or the ill confequences of their own li-

centioufnefs ; that they fhould not, by grow-
ing into an unbounded liberty, iorget that

they were fubjeds, or lying under a bafe fer-

vitude have no reafon to think themfelves

Britifh fubjeds. , This is all that colonies, ac-

cording to the prefent and befl ideas of them,

can or ought to be. The charter govern-

ments
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