
If

•' Yes. we are one ; the glorioun Any» of yore,

" When ilear Old Englaml enrnetl her Htnried iinme,

" Are thine, »n well «< nurti, for evernore

;

" And thou hHxt rifthtu in Miltnn, ev'n an we

;

" Thou too canst clsiiin— ' Swei't Shakopeare'n wood notes wild,'—

" An«l chiefePt, hrothnr, we are hofh iniide free,

" (*f one religion, pure and undffiled.''

The nthnr event was the dehatc upon the prnpoRed con*

federHtinn nf nil the prnvincKs, with n constitution reRetiihling,

«iR neatly an possible, that of the Unitetl States. It was pro-

posed to petition Parliament fur an Act fortnin^ one genera'

poverntnent in America. Rut thinking that hy it the power

of the colonists was too folly detnonstrated, and the control of

the Crown rendered too feeble, the British Cabinet rejected

the plan. ''The matiirin'f and adoptinju; of tliis important

ficheme in North America were reserved for her separate and

independent authority at a later period. Repeated renewals

of their military rnnvenlions accustomed men's minds to the

idea of cetitralization ; and when the final struggle with the

parent country commenced, the machinery to he made use of

for comliinntinn was so familiar to the provincials, that they

had but to follow the example of their forefathers.*'

Hithrrto one common object, the expulsion of the French

from the New W«»rld, had served to unite the tnothcr country

and the colonies. After a war which lasted nine years, this

object was attained ; and on February 10th 1763, a Treaty of

l*eace was si<;ned at Paris, by which the whole of Canada,

Nova Scotia, (inclu({in<; New Rrunswirk) Cape Breton, and aH

the Islands in the Gulf and River Saint Lawrence, were ceded

to Fngland.

The glorious termination of this arduous struggle was hailed

at the time as an auspicious event, which would consolidate

forever the union of the two countries. Bat the war had been

an exfiensive one, and the national del)t greatly increased by

it. To lighten this debt therefore, it was determined to tax

America, and compel her for the future to defray the expenses

of her own government, which had hitherto been provided for

by England. The Molasses or Sugar Act was accordingly


