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getables depends : we fhall, however, with diffidence, fubmit our

conjcdures on this fubjeft, to the confidetation of the fociety,

G/pfum, which has acquired the name of Plafter of Paris,

from its abounding in the neighbourhood of that city, is of a ftony

nati /e, yet foft, and eafy to be fcraped with a knife. It is found

in many parts of the earth, in very great quantities, forming hills

of a confiderable extent, as in the vicinity of Paris, in the Bay of

Fundy, in Ruflia, and in many other parts of the world. It is

found under different appearances.

ift. Cryftalized Into tranfparent plates, which can be eafily (e-

parated with a knife, and which in fome parts of Ruffia, are faid

to be fo large, as to anfwer the purpofe ofglafs.

2d. Of a fibrous texture, and compofed of oblong concretions,

lying acrofs the mafs.

3d. Compofed of fmall cryftalline grains; this fpecies Is called

alabafter, when it has a hardnefs capable of receiving a polifh.

In Mont Martre, near Paris, all the above varieties are

found, and alfo a ftratum of a lefs perfedt matter, billed with

fmall fliells ; a fpecimen of which, I have in my pofleffion : I have

alfo a beautiful IJDecimen of the cryftalized Gyplum, lately brought

from the Bay of Fundy.

All kinds ofGypfum, however different in exterior form or ap-

pearance, have a perfe<5l refemblance in their chemical and eflen-

tial qualities.

It is generally allowed, that Gypfum is principally compofed of

c?lcareous earth, but it is not fo well afcertained with what fub-

ftance it is united, which prevents it from having the power of

quick lime, when burnt. Regarding calcareous earth, as form-

ing the bafis of this fubftance, it may be neceffary to take notice

of the different forms under which calcareous earths appear.

That which is in the greateft quantity, and properly called

calcareous, is diftinguiihed from the reft by the effed^ which fire

ha? upon it, in converting it into a quick lime; all others fhould

rather be termed alkaline abforbents. Calcareous earth appears

in a variety of forms ; there arc very confiderable ftrata of it in

the


