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In the Canadians petition, there is a particalar

part, which peculiarly claims our attention*, as

it will go far in manifeftirg the bounty and can-

dour of our pious king.—It is, where the peti-*

tioners fay, that *' with his majefty*s grant of

** juries they were given to underftand, that it

** would render them incapable of all offices civil

<* and military." As our conftitution knows no

fuch preclulion, was not this tantamount to fay-

ing, if you will petition againft this privilege,

you (hall not only be eligible to offices civil and

military, but adually appointed ? However, the

hefi of princes was not petitioned. The fcheme,

indeed, againft other parts of our unfaihionable

common law had better fuccefs \ for the firftjudges

were fent over fo touUy ignorant of both law and

gofpel, that, inftead of carrying a wholefome,

conciliating rule for quietiilg the minds and pof-

feffions of people, they, in the language of the

fcripture, carried a fword with which they cut down

all the ancient fences and bounds, unhinged their

tenures, and thus forced the miferable inhabitants

to pray that their old laws, refpeding civil matters,

(hould be reftored : but as you fee, by this peti-

tion, to be tried by a jury. From all which, it is

evident, that the wiflies and prayers of the Cana.

dians were for a full enjoyment of the rights and

privileges of free-born Engliflimen. And as there

was


