
his country, and binding upon him ns its chief executive magislriUe;

and in the despatch in which is made the oflVr of the 4Uth par-dlel

na a compromise, the Secieiary of State s:\ys, that ^' the Preaifient

does it Itcaiusc he felt hiiiisvlj'iinbarrdsscd, ij not committed^ by

the acts uf his piedcccs.siirs.''^ As much .strnsii has been hiid on the

President's claiming the wliole territory, and as.-^ertinuthat the claims

of (Jreal Britain are exiraoidinary and inadniissilde, 1 will turn to the

huigtiatre of his predecessors, and we shall see whether, in the use

of Tliis language!, he has not been following th»; cxaniple of those

who liad handed down to him this (luestion with the landmarks so

clearly defined that he could neither mistake, niisnndeistand nor

overleap lliem.

Mr. Clay, when Secretary of State, in lii^ despatch to Mr. Galla-

tin, dated JnJie 10, lS2G,says :

"h is not thouglit necessary t(i add iiincli to the iirgiaiieiif advanoerl on

this |n)iiit in tlic iiistriictioiis ^jiven ti> .Mr, Kiisli, and tliat which was em.

|)l(iM'(l hy him, in tlic coiirsf nl' his negotiation, to sii|i|)ort our tide, as

derived from pi'ior discovcrv and setllcmcnt at the nionili tifllHi Coinndtia,

and from the treaty with Spain, concluded on the 'i'M ol' Fi'hniai-y, lHl9.

That arginnent is Relieved to have conclnsivelv estalilished our title on

hoth grounds. .Nor is it conceived tiiat (iieat Ihitain has, or can make
out, even a colorable title to any portion of flii! northwest coast."

" By the renunciation and transfer continued in the treaty mth
Spain of lSl9, ourriirht extended to the {]0/h dvti;rce of north lati-

tude." This was Mr. Clay's opinion, oHicially expressed as Secre-

reiary of State, of the validity of our title to the parallel of 6U°,

prior to the treaty with Russia. Are there any expressions in the

President's message stronger than these, eidier as to the invalidity

of the title of Great Britain, or the validity and strength of our own
to the whole territory of Oregon '{ In another despatch of Mr.

Clay, dated February 24, 1827, in characterizing the claims of

Great Britain to ilie territory of Oregon, he uses language almost

identical with that of the President's message. He speaks of these

claims as "//ew and extraordinary,'" and says, " that they certainly

have not yet produced any conviction in the mind of the President

of the validity of the pretentions bionghi forward, nor raised any
doubts of the strength and validity of our own title." Mr. Clay
further says, in speaking of the offer of the 49th parallel, that " it is

conceived in a frenuive spirit of concession and conciliation.^^ He
also instructs Mr. Gallatin to say that the 49ih parallel «' is onr ut-

tamatutn, and you may so announce it.'^ When the proposition

was declined, Mr. Clay directs Mr. Gallatin to declare "that the

American Government does not hold itself bound hereafter in con-
sequence of any proposal which it has heretofore made to agree to

the line which has been so proposed and rejected, but will consider

itself at liberty to contend for the full extent of our just claims;"
"which declaration," he says, "you must have recorded in the protocol

of one of your conferences, and, to give it more weight, have it

stated that it has been done by the express direction of the

President."
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