
RUMANIA:
HER HISTORY AND ROLrTICS

TNTROIHfTION

Thk |trol>Icm <»f tlif oiitriii aiul formation of the

IliMimiiiiiM nation has always ]troviiU'(l matter for ktrii

disputation ainontr historians, anil thr theories whieh

have heen advaneetl are widely divergent. Some of

these diseussi(ins have Iveii unilertaken solely for

|)o!itieal reasons, in whieh eases exist in<r data i)r()ve

conveniently adaptable. This elastie treatment of the

hi^torieal data i>. faeilitated hy the fact that a lonir

and most im])ortant periotl afleetinji the formation and

the development of the Rumanian nation (270-1220)

has heciueathed praetieally no contemporary evidence.

IJv linking up, however, what is known antecedent to

that i)eriod with the ])recise data available regardin^^

the years following it, and by checking the inferred

results witli what little evidence exists respecting the

obscure epoch of Rumanian history, it has been possible

to reconstruct, almost to a certainty, the evolution of

the Rumanians during the Middle Ages.

A discussion of tlie varying theories would be out of

])roportion with, aiid out of place in, this pamphlet.

Nor is it possible to give to any extent a detailed descrip-

tion of the epie struggle which the Rumanians carried

on for ceuturio against the Turks. We shall have to


