
il<'ii'il i'.\ ;i l;iii:c tiMct (if l'(iii'~-1 would prove ;iii idral

lo'.'alioii. Ainiil -ucli -in roiindiniis the lirav'T, once

('s1;d li-licd. wdiild lliiix'c and iiiulli|>l\ and would
ri'(liiiic iii'itlicr food noi- al trntioii.

t)ltcr li\(' on terms of faniiliai-ily with the Ix'avci-,

;iiid would thii\c ill the -aiiic park or iiiclosurc. It

woiiM lie iiccc~sai-y to ensure ihcni a coii-tant <uppl\-

ol lood, liowe\-er. ! iv kee;iint: certain ponds well stocked

with the (i-h, frot:<, etc.. upon which they thrive.

.\ Washiiiiiton hulletin Liive- the followinji iiifoiina-

'ion upon rai>inii: and kee|)iiiji otters;

"<'iveii the proper conditions they are not diiiicailt

to iiianaiic and are capalile of liecomiiiti' jifeal |)ets.

<'Mers are pl.ayful, docile, and intelliiieiit . They
collie when c:'l|ed. and show attachiiKMit for their

keepers. Water i- their |)roper eh^uient. their structure

heinj!.- hetter ada,|)ted foi' s\\ iuiiiiin^- than for runniiiti-.

Wild otters >ul»ist mainly on lish, froiis. crawti>h

and other a(|Ualic creatures. When the-e fail they

kill warm-hlooded .animals. \'oiinL!: otters have heen

iTiised in conliiieinent on a diet of milk aiid cornme.il

mush, sui)pleiiiente(l hy fish or meat as they matured.

.\ relia'ile soui((> of fresh fish oht.-.inalilc at slio;l,t cost

is essential to >uccess in raisin^' olter< for fur.

In the Xoith. otters proiiahly male in IVhruary.

The yoiin.u' arc^ liorn alioiit two months later, and arc

matured when one year old. The number in a litter

ranges from one to live. Otters have liecn bred in con-

finement .

Th(> d(>M, two feet wide, two t'eet liiuh. and five or

six feet lon-j., should lie tiuhtly built to exclude drafts.

'I'll,. ,,.,1 . ,!,,..> -.Iw.iil.l l„, .>,..,.. ( 1... ,,.,,1 ,,(• ,,..,. ..( .1... .:.],.
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