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Mr. J. D. REID. He miglit possibiy, but

'i should think lie would bie better engagedlai making shoes. What 1 dlaim is that
there sbouid lie an englacer stationcd on
'the work to see that the contract 15 proper-
'iy carried out ; and hie shoulci have an as-
sistant under hlm capable of estimating the
quantity of material in the scowç.

Mr. PIJGSLEY. The inspecter is flot to
estimiate the quantity in the scow. The
,contents of the scew are givea him by the
engineer, and it is his duty to see that ne
scow goes out uniess it is filled.

Mr. J. D. REID. If that is the case, the
bon. minister, if hie was at the Public Ac-
'Couits Cemrnittce, knows that hundreds of
scows went out only haif filled.

Mr. PAIIDEE. And the inspector swore
that whiea tbey wcre only liaif filled hie
dliarged theni ns being only haîf fl]led.

Mr. J. D. REID. Wben a scow was oniy
'baîf fillcd, the inspector, who neyer had any.expelleace la measuring scows, stated that
'lhe hiad simply to guess the quaatity in the
scew.

-.%r. PUGSLEY. Was flot thaf an cxcep-
'tienal case, ia which, ewlag to 10w water,
the scow couid not go out fully loaded ?

Mr. BENNETT. I challenge the bon.
niember for West Lambtonl (Mr. Pardee) toý
produce a return la wlîidh it was sworn
'that there was less than the full amouat in
the scow.

Mr. PARDEE. The inspecter swore thnt
bhaîf scows went eut. The lion. member
for East Simee asked how it was that full
SCeW leads were charged. H1e said that
'the tw-o halves were added together, and
hie made bis return accerdingly.

Mr. J. D. REID. There w-as a case, as
the minister stated, in whicb a scow went
ont enly partially leaded on acceunt of the
10w water. But la every ceatract it is left
solely and eatircly te the inspecter te est!-
mate the quantity tbe government are pay-
ing fer. I cIlin that if thc Public Works
Dcpartmeat are going te continue tuis
dredging werk by contract, they sheuid
bave an englacer on each werk every day.
It is Det in the interest of the public or la
the interest of the Public Werks Depart-
ment or la the iatecest of the minister, te
let a large dcedging contract iavelving huia-
dreds of theusands of dollars, and te leave
it entircly te the kind of men the govern-
ment bave been appoiating as inspecters te
decide the ameunt the goverunment bias te
pay under tbese coatracts.

Mr. PARDEE. Weuld the hon, gentle-
man advocate the pelicy of having a civil
englacer contiaueusly on every dredging
job ?

Mr. J. D. REID. Thc amouat the gevern-
nment is paying cagineers la charge of tiiese

Mr. D. ROSS.

werks is, 1 think, net more than $150 ni
mentb, and the inspectors receive something
like $3 a day. I would. ask the hon. member
fer Laýmbtoi if lic had a work invelving the
expenditure of several hundreds of thon-
sands of dollars, whether as a business man
lie weuld net pay the difference and bave
an experienced englacer qualified to mea-
sure the werk and go into it thoroughly and
kaow exactly thc quantity ia cach scow ?

Mr. PARDEE. Ail I ean say la answec
te my hion. friend's question is that tbrough-
eut thc wlîole investigation la thc Public
Acceunts Cemmittee tbis ycar into the
(lredging centracts, it bas net been sbown
by any evidence that any inspecter made
any false retucai, or that the country was
iaijured la' Uic vcry least. If it was sbown
that thc returas were hoestly made, why
add to the expense, when hon, gentlemen
opposite are nlways complaining of thc ex-
penses of thc government ?

Mr. J. D. REID. I am surprised nt tic
Itoa, gentleman makiag the statement that
it bias net been slîewa that tic geverament
have lost anything. He knows that one
inispecter iaspected foc two dredgcs.

Mc. PARDEE. It was net sbown that
anything was lest. It was shown tiat one
inispecter had been guilty of malfeasance la
office by tarmiag eut bis job, but the mio-
ment thc goveralment feuad that eut hie was
dismnissed. But it was net sbewa tint the
returais werc uutrue.

Mc. J. D. REID. 110w euld we show
anythiag cisc ?

Mr. PARDEE. Why draw a conclusion
if tiere ls ne evideace frem which to draw
it ?

Mr. J. D. REID. WNe had thc evidence of
the gevecament engiacers that the scows
varied te the extent of fcom tea te twenty
yards.

Mr. PALIDEE. And yen have the further
evideace that just what was la the scow
was rcturned.

Mr. MONK. I weuld like to eall the at-
tention of the committec te the peint raised
by thc hon. memnber for East Simcoe (Mr.
Bennett) a:t thc beginning of the discus-
sien on this question, whieh the minister
has net yet clucidated; that Is, Uic rescm-
blance of the hnndwritiag la two rival ten-
ders fer tuis dredgîng work at Midland
and Waubaushene. Tbe hon. member for
East Simcoc askcd me te have a look into
tic iaadwriting of these twe tenders, ani
I have donc so, and there Is ne deuit that
the qiddresses on the twe envelopes are la
tic samne hanadwriting.

Mc. PUGSLEY. Has the hon, gentleman
looked at Uic figures setting down the prices?

Mr. MONK. I will come te those la a
moment. There is ne doubt that beth ten-

12127 12128COMMONS


