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Mr. BERGERON. It was the Depart-
ment of Rahlways and Canais, but the same
principle was carried out. The contract
was given to Mr, Connolly, and a year
after it was decided to extend the work lu
the barbour of St. JTohn to the extent of
$700,000. It was given to Mr. Connofly
without tender. Mr. Blair explained at the
Urne that it was the practice to continue
the contract to the nian who first obtained
It. The man who first obtained the con-
tract had probably made an arrangement
with. the tenderers lower than he was to
have themn disappear. I don't know how he
did It. We on this side are justified la
endea vouring to prevent that kind of thing
going on la tbe future.

Mr. BUREAU. What ls your suggestion?
Mr. BERGERON. To do what the spirit

of the law says as weli as wliat the letter
of the law says. Ia 1896, one of the min-
isters of the new government winked at
the others and said : The letter of the law
says you niust not give any work without
calling for tenders for work that costs more
than $5,0l00, but you cau let it by piece-
meal in contracts under $5,000 ; and that
minister built a $14,000 fence around Major
Hill Park by -Iving out contracta for les
than $5,000 at a time. That is the way the
law is evaded by the government to-day,
and that is why it la useless to advertise ln
newspapers.

Mr. BUREA b. These particular items
we are diseussing are ail for contracts
given to the lowest tenders. If my hon.
friend (Mr. Bergeron) meant anýthing, hie
meant to insinuate that there must be col-
lusion between the Minister of Public
Works, or the deputy minister, or the chief
engineer, and the Ottawa contractors to
give thein the advantnge over other con-
tractors. 1 do -not see how that could be.
These gentlemen. opposite complain that ad-
vertising costs too mnucli, and in the samne
breatli they charge the government with
not advertising enougli. I do not know
what they are driving at. Does my hon.
friead (Mr. Bergeron) want the govern-
ment to euse advertising on the ground
of economy, or does lie want the goveru-
ment to continue advertising and have an
in.quisitorial board in-to the mnethods pursued
by the Ottawa contractors? The govern-
ment is giving the contracts to the lowest
tenderers, and to get the lowest tenderers
you must have publicity. There are comn-
plaints that we advertise In the Liberal
newspapers, but that !s easily expIined,
because. we want the advertlsements to be
rend by the greatest number of -people,
and hence the Liberal newspapers get the
notices. The lion, gentleman again côm-
plains that we publisli the advertlsements
in country newspapers. Well, if we confine
the advertisements to newspapers publish-
ed in MNontreal, Quebec and Ottawa, he

1U3ý

would maise bis liands and exclalm : You
stand by the midi people lu the big cities;
there must be graft. It ls bard to satisfy
my bon. frlend. If the coatractors com-
bine and some wlthdraw their tenders,
wbat are you going to do about it? The
only thing to do would be that if a man la
awarded a contract and makes a deposit,
the department could forfeit lis deposît.
I do not see what distinction my hon.
friend draws between the letter and the-
spirit of the law. The letter of the law
says the government must advertise in the-
public press, and the government do that.
The' Liberai newspaper, no more than the
Conservative newspapers, are flot golng to
give their advertising space for nothing;
it is only fair and mast thut tliey should
charge for it. But the whole thing ap-
pears to coine down to this, that the bon.
miember for Beuuharnois (Mr. Bergeron)
must find fault with the Minister 0f Public
WVorks. no matter what hie does.

Mr. BERGERON. I do not want my hon.
friend (Mr. Bureau) to draw on bis ima-
gination to that extent, and when lie cails
the acting Miaister of Public Works the
Minister of Justice, he is simply trying to
be facetious. I know the officers of the
Department of Public Works, and 1 would
not for a moment suggest that they would
enter into any understanding witb the con-
tractors of Ottawa. But, if the Solicitor
General looks ut who the contractors are,
lie will tind tliat most of them are from
Ottawa.

Mr. BUREAU. They are the lowest ten-
derers.

Mr. BERGERO}N. Even admitting that
to, shorten the discussion, the fact Is thut
men living in the neighbourhood of these
public works tender as 10w as they can,
and they cannot get the contract.

Mr. C. DEVLIN. This very contract at
Doucet's Landing is held by a man living
on the spot.

Mr. BERGERON. There may be one or
two cases of that kind, but aine qut of
every ten of these contractors reside in
Ottawa. I do not understand It, and I arn
trying to get information, not from. the
Solicitor General, but from the Minister
of Public Works.

Mr. FISHER. Does the hon, gentleman
(Mr. Bergeron) want us not to advertise,
and not to give the public at large an op-
p9rtunity to tender?

Mr. BERGERON. Carry ont the law;
and If' you do advertise, advertise al over
the Dominion.

Mr. FISHER. But the whole complaint
0f my hon. friend la that we are advertls-
ing too widely and spending too mucli
money on It. If we do not advertise ln
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