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trade and of allied indudtries througin ut the Domim o+, Lzing the oaly ree
presentative in Canada of this foremo ¢ brandh of e spmerc 2 of this couns
try,  Jtaums atgiving full and nmely information on all sut iccts touching
thiese interests, discuaing thess tepids editon Jly and ansiting free discuss
aion by others

Foapenial Jauncge taken to secure the litest and moxt trustworthy mar
Ket quotativns fromy sarious prints thr . ughout the world, s as to aflond to
the trade 10 Canada intormation on w it can rely 1 ats operations

Spevial worregundents in Jocalities of in;]nman\c preent an accurate
cepott it only of privecand the condition of the market, but alw of other
matters spesiafly antercding to cur readers,  But correspondence is not
only welcomie, ut is invted from all who have any infurnution to come
tnubicate of Subjats 9 disctiss relating tuthe trade or in any way affectng
it.  Eiven when'we may not bealle to agree with the writers we will give
them a far opportunity for free discussian as the Last means of ehiating
thetn 't Anyitems ofinterest are particularly requested, for evenifnot
of great importance indinidually they cuntnbute to a fund of information
from which gicnenal relt« are obtained.

Adveniscrs will reveive careful attention and hberal treatment. We
need not point cut that for Mmany the CASADA Lusinnkuas, with its -
cial class of Teaders, is bt only an eaceptionally ruxl nredium for secunng
publiaty, Wit s indispenatie for those Who would brings themeelves before
the notice of that class. Special attentionis directed 1o ** Wanten™ and
Fo SAte”™ advertisements, Which will be inserted in a conspics ous poaie
tion at e uniform priceof 1§ cente per line for cachincertion,’ Announce:
wcnts of this (haracter will be subject to a discount of 2§ per cent. if
ordeted for four succesite ioues of longet.

Sulacribers will find the smallamount they oy for the CaNADA Lun-
BRKRMAN quile insignificant as compared with ity value to them, There is
not an inJi\ idualin the trade, or specially interested in it, who should not
be un our 1182, thus obtanmng the present benefit and widing and envours
aging us to render it even more complete.
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THE LUMBER SITUATION.

NOTWIFHsPANIGNG the excitement of a general elec-
tion for Ontario, and the continued sittings of the House
of Commons, the question of lumber has been quite to
the front in discussions of the manth.  As our Ottawa
correspondent has remarked the very fact that an elec-
tion is on has given zest to lumber affairs. A letter
written by Mr. John Charlton, M. P2, to the Senate com-
mittee at Washington, suggesting a certain measure of
retaliation on Canada regarding United States duties on
lumber and manufactures thereof, provoked a stirring
discus<ion in the Commons a week ago. The Wilson
tanff bill, as 1t came finally before the United States
Senate, nade lumber practically free, with the one con-
dition that aretaliatory duty shall havebeenlevied upen
those articles only upon wlich a Canadian export duty
might have been imposed.  “The Wilson tariffy, as will
be noted from what we say further on, embraced a large
list of free lumber items, and it appears that Mr. Charl-
ton in his communications with Washington sregested .
« provided, that if any eaport duty is lnd by an_  .cign
country upon any of the articles mentioned in paragraphs
672 10 683 inclusive, that all saud arnicles imported from
said country shall be subjected to the duties existing,
prior to the passing of this act.” Had the il gone
through without this amendment it would have been
possible for Canavla to have imposed an export duty on
logs and at the same time ¢btain frec adoussion to the
United States for i large number of forest products. It
is for opening up this matter, which was perhaps an over-
sight on pant of the United States Senators, that
Mr. Chaslton is to-day bemy so severcly cnticised both
in and out of the House. \With @ people as sagacious,
and shrewd, as our neighbors tothe south, it might have
been as well to have allowed them to figure out the tariff
matter, according to their own notions, without help
from Canada.

Lumber ts cutting quite a figure in the Ontario cam-
paign, the government timber policy being severcly
criticised by the opposition.  What enters into the dis-
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cussion, however, is largely politice, and not business ;
and outside the poliucal leamngs of lumbeimen, the
subject has Dittle, if any, interest toour readers. A punt
that has frequently been rased befure is coming to the
front in this discussion, naely, that the provinaal gov-
ernient should provude that all lugs cut in the provines
shall be manufactured into lumber here, The go

crnment’s reply to this question was made - these col-
umns at the tune the question was discusstd i the
House. ‘Thewr coatention is that any such step would
lead to a serions shrinkage n the values of timber in
Ontare.  Mr. Bennett, member m the Commons for
smcoe, has sugpested that the Ontano government
might merease its stumpage dues from $1.25 per 1,000
feet to §$3.25 per 1,000 feet, with arebate of §4.00 thereon
on all lugs sawed m Canadian nulls, and meet what ts
asked for w this manner.

With free lumber, as now reported by the United
States Senate, and likely to become law, wmany conten-
tions of politicians, beth m the Dommion Houscand the
Provincial Legislature, will be removed. 1t has been
generally accepted by lnmbermen, holding different
opinions on the question =€ an export duty, that entire
free trade in lunber would meet the case of Canada
quite completely. The new tariff places upon the free
list the followiny articles of lnmber or lumber manufac-
ture : Firewood, handle bolts, heading bolts, stave bolts
and shingle bolts, hop poles, fence posts, railroad ties,
ship timber and shingle bolts, not specially provided for
in this act ; timber, hewn and sawed, and timber uscd
for spars and in building walls, timber, squared or sided,
sawed boatds, plank deals, and other lumber; pine
clap-boards, spruce clap-boards, hubs for wheels, posts,
last blocks, heading, and all like blacks or sticks, rough
hewn or sawed only ; laths, pickets and palings, shingles,
staves of wood of all kinds, wood manufactured. The
one rider to this proposition is that comained in the
paragraph we have quoted above, relative to an export
duty, suggested by Mr. Charlton. What will be the
cffect of this tariff change on Canadian lumber interests ?
Thus is the vital question. Under a reduction in duty
on lumber to $1.00 a thousand a large increase took
place in the export of Canadian lumber to the United
States. With lumber entitely free it is reasonable
to expect a further increase in our exports to that coun-
try. Logs are alrexdy going in free, so there is not any
incentive to further enlargement in that respect, and
this is perhaps not desirable.  An important question is
this : Will the removal of the $1.00 duty on manufac-
tured lumber prove an infiucnce in causing Unpited
States lumbermen to establish mills on this side of the
line and manufactmre their logs into lumber here. It
looks somewhat as if this would be the outcome of the
present change. Geo. W. Stevens, of the Cranberry
Lumber Co., Duluth, Mian.,, who was in Washington
during the passing of the free lumber bill, and who, by
the way, does not beheve in free lumber, is of the opinion
that the effect of stiking down the tariff of $1.00 2
thousand on lumber will be to cause Americans who
own Canadian timber to establish mills in Canada.
He is reported to have said: ** I know onc Michigan
fum which owns 500,000,000 feet 1n Canada, who are
planning 1o crect mills and saw over there instead of
rafting and sawing then logs here” Cace of (he leading
operators in Bay City says : “The removal of :ae duty
on dressed lumber will render i* impossible to bring
Canadian logs over here and manufacture them ata
profit It means that cvery boy establishment will
cither have to go to Canada or <*.ut up shop, and this
will throw hundreds of men in this valley out of work.
The blow 15 a serious one and 1t will be disastrous.”
Another firm operating a large planing mill and box
factory at the same place 1s said to have resolved at
once to remove their box factory to Canada as soon as
the il becomes law. A hittle thne will, of course, show
Just what will be the outcome, but 1t scems quite certain
that free lumber will not be a bad thing for Canada;
and the fact that after <o much discusston, and when
other articles were given a go-by, it may be assumed
that free lumber, in the opinion at least of the American
Congiess and Senate, will be a good thing for our
neighbors across the line.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
11 15 not alone in certain parts of our own couauy
that a depreciation in property s bemy felt because
of the exhaustion of timber near to the place where
wills had operated.  Figures are given by the Mich.gan
correspondent of a lumber contempoiary, showing iha
in that country a senous shrinkage m values is tuning
place on thi> acount, certain property on the roils fua
ing up only $485,000, ar about one fowth of the aces
ment of four years ago.

AN answer frequently made, when criticisim is levelled

at the large export of Canadian logs to the Amencn

side, is that much moncey is expended in labor before
the logs are in shape o be rafied and that Americans ke
are cutting in our woods are paying a higher averae
wage to shantymen than had hitherto been paid.  Thy
is a statement of the case that does not square with the
views expressed by Mr. B. . Turner, of Little Current
on the Eh page, who says that American companies

now bring in Poles and Hungarians to work for $1210 3

$18 amonth, where the local standard of wages ha
formerly stoad at $26 a month.

Tut. present financial troubles ofthe Nicaragua Cang
Company must be a source of regret not alone to the

lumbermen of British Columbia, but also to the fumbe §, |

mterests of the United Kingdom. The Timber T mde
Journa), of London, LEng., commenting on this matier
says, that the only d~awback to the use of larger quant:
ties of coast timbers is the long voyage over seven
months and the consequent heavy freights. Once ls
the canal in question be coastructed and all these o
stiacles would disappear, and the splendid timber of those
regions would 1cach our market in a few years, ata
lower freight cost than is now paid from the pitch pie
ports.”

THosE who have had occasion to study commercy
conditions in Russia have been made aware of the lare
figure that the country of the Czar plays in fixing ke
prices of wheat.  More and more development is beir;
made along those lines. Buy, if information that come
to us through a Mr. Nicholas Nesteroff, who is at pre
sent in America at the instance of the Russian Gover

ment, to investigate forestiy, 1s correct, his country wil, §

before long, become quite a factor in the world of jum
ber and saw milling. He is largely interested n th
study of band mills, and it is not unlikely thanhs
modern method of milling will be introduced into Rer
sia. It is claimed that Russia has alimost no hmus
its lumber supplies ; the figures given by Mr. Nester?
are 600,000,000 acres. The government will be the
great capitalist in this case and may crect as many as 2
saw nmills. No high price is placed on timber in Rusa
fir trees selling at what in currency would be equinale:
to 12¢. and 18c. cach.

KIND words, cvidently well deserved, are beg
given to the W. C. T. U,, by our lunber contec
poraries in the Western Stites, for the excellent wed
that this organization has been permitted to do intte
lumber camps of Wisconsin, Minnesota and obe
pomts, The life of shantymen during the winter nos
closed has been made much more agreeable, !
doubtless profitable, thiough the amount of auracuw
and entertaining Iterature that has been steadily sor
plied them, The suggestion is made by the Missisp

Valley Lumberman that a great work would be donetf

some steps could be taken ¢ towards removing the tery
tation from the boys when they come down from it
woods in the spring of the year.” All interested in ks

ber know how much thete is in this remark, for it

at this time that the most serious breaks are madebr§

the “ boys.” On another occasion we have referred 1
the excellent work on similar lines, that is done fortk
Ottawa and Georgian Bay lumbermen by the Canadut
W. C. T. U. workers.  As aleading official of that orle.
in a letter to the writer some time since remarked, por
haps the only drawback to a further extension of wod
is the want of sufficient funds.

The mill o1 the British Columbia Mills Timber & Trady

recently.  Loss, $30,000. Rebuilding has leen comnizneed

Co,, New Westaunster, BB, C., was partially destroyed by &1 gm’c”
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